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MAGIC oy WEALTH. 


CHAPTER I. 


The Manor I^ous(J tfSe seat of Mr •QW, 
ways, was an ancient bricl^ structure, 
which ha<} retained the same e^rnal iorm, 
and nearly th^aitfS internal econoin \, from 
the period of its erection, in the year 1()£)0, 
whenjthe estate devolved to the Old ways 
family, (n failure of issue male to one of 
the followers of the fortunes of^the Prince 
of Orange, afterwards William the Third. 

Oliver fWdwaj’s, who then cqjppe inio' 
^osses'ion, mi^ht have rc#eivedY large 
accession of personal property, together 
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with a bardb^^, if«he would* have rcHo- 
^uished his r£y]3ny uaine ; but the strongest 
teinmkions of interest aggrandizement, 
Were^4iM^her im^tent against tlie rul¬ 
ing principle of family pride, which then 
characterised, and has eyer since continued 
pf^culkny to distinguish the race of Old- 
waj^. 

The present occupier came into pos- 
sejsiop^;:^ the estates of his father, afier a 
long minority which Ke nad passed under 
tuition and gu^idiinship of the Duke 
of I-orn, hi^ maternal un< le. 

His lon^^minorily, at the same time that 
it added ihe'vak advanl<tgo& ^ )f accumula^ 
tion to tlie value of his inheritance, gave 
also the still greater benefit to bis mind of 
an education mbr^liberal, and views of the 

I 

world much mote enlightened, than could 
haife been acquired from a fatluT, bigotted 
very strictest epustmetioO of the priu- 
ciples of non-resistance, and passive obe¬ 
dience, formerly de'tiggjflcd by tue name 
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of toryismr 'Mius, instead df 
the discipte oP a tutor, who ^ould hdM' 
Uuight hicn that the j^ass of his fllSIow 
creatures were lobe considered as a swinish 
multitude, to bemuzaied and wbfpped into 
iiibjbgation by the arm of power • be was 
^.^ficatcd un4pr*a roof whose noble 
was celebrated as «noderate, but firm and 
incorruptible champion of the people's law* 
^ful nght<^, and he gatftered/ 

from the hps ofand Burke, 
Ki^ine, Wyndiiain^nd Sheridan, in theii^ 
earliest and briglit^l days, th4 genuine 
sentimei^ts •of British patriojisrur which, 
without abstraclng one point of radiance 
from tlie glory of the crown, or one atom 
from th« sceptre’s power, still deems the 
public w^elfare to be th^ orjy lawful oaigin, 
and only w'Orthy end of royalty. 

Soon after Jie had attained the, age of 
twenty-one, Mr. OWways was returned 
psflmment, ag the representative ©/• tlje 
coui^Jy, wliich had been for nearl) a century 
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i<epmentad hte Voccslopi. With the 

tuxlour sincerity of youtbi he entered 
JlBto 4he political viewe of his un^le^ and 
openly espoused bis party, then termed the 
opposition ; who ever found in him an ad* 
her^ ^fj q^ principle, en whose zeal aimed 
they could implicitly ie|y; althougb 
bis talents were by no 4ucans of that daz* 
zluig description, which acquire notoriety for 
•'I senafoi On Mr. Oldways 

possessed tte pride of his 

•^/rtccstois; Aclticifd ar rigidly as the 

pr<|udest them lo^iho honour of his 
name; n&l ^ sustain unsullied the repit- 
latfon of a ^endeinan of‘fatpily and fortune, 
wua tlie lulmg pasbion ot bis soul. This 
spirit piolubitcd him from stooping to many 
ol iho^e mctiu aftificps, which others used, 
to catch t/ie gale of populai ity. Scrii|>u)ouS, 
even to ^ foibl^phe never suflfei ed any d))eet, 
tiowever good or great, to be In his mind an 
app||H^ for Resorting to either meannepSi 
Ol coiruption, in achieving it. His de- 
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meaiioftr was at all times gentlemaniy, ai^l 
generally resemred; noVspithete of reproacii 
against bis lintagonists in debate, ^rnrer 
escape^ bis lips; •nor did any of 
general and common-plaoe charges of cor>^ 
ruprion and bad policy against tbe govern- 
mark bis repiobation of many of 
ibeiT pubhc^measures. 

As a member ^ the whig-cinbi he was 
remarkable for two pointil; he never 
omitted to aUeod^^t^iii^peetm^ittfnd Itfe 
was never known 40 iHW a poUtjCal senti¬ 
ment at their t|ble.^ , ^ ^ 

This .tacitumitg^ «on public sub* 

jected him to ^e suspicion of s^e of the 
moreardeut sflnllTof the day; who doubteci 
the genuineness of his whiggism, hrom its 
falling; so much l^low all comparison in 
noisiness with theij own.* They who 
knew him more intintately,^ how'ever, 
could trace this reluctance in di 6 *p 1 a}ing 
his sentimSits to worthier moti^ps than 
a wish to ^nceal them. Thougik 
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tVie exavipl^ and i qonver^ation of ius 
upcle ai^ Uis ^ptfiat^a, bad imbibed 
sinceref^t admiration of tliie principles 
01 * t|}e British con&titalioii^ as rei^ognised 
*nt the ,.fra of the lie volution ; aud 
though he ever made these principles 
the unchangeable of his politicaltPon- 
Adam Oldways was, by nature 
aits habit, the very .opposite to that 
suit of public chaiacters, which Were then 
cnK.Wipning to^hrust then^elvea into 
notice b; .of th^ir political 

.mcMures, and tW^ im«;a)gcranoe of Uwdr 
popular harangues, ^s tuiie tu^folded to 
hie view jfne motives attd pai^ipna of the 
snajority of tac'^e babtllbrs^ hie, dishlM to 
tlic species increased, for Ac dtsobvered ip 
their careei, the alinc^ cqpstant tritynph 
of impitdence* and infiocerity > over truth 
aud modest meiif t i>e perceived that some 
of the^loudest of tUp»e declaimeKp agaimt 
Gorruptiop, were the njost easily owntpted, 
apd ^ mariip of Ute most sytniwthetip 
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bewailfers of the pedple’s wmngs^ become 
the moEt' unfeeling mockers of the peo¬ 
ple's rights* ' 

If ftvch impresslbns^as these miitienoed 
the mind of Mr* Oldways in the outset of 
his political life, in those coihparatit>e!y 
moderate times; how much were those im¬ 
pressions stfcflgthened after thst mortiTv^ifp 
lesson to the bigetted worsbippefS of any 
human theory or system, aftbrdeS by the 
horrors erf* the^Ppen5j|> Reeolutidp one 
of the most fruttleMulttj ij ^ convul - 

sions, of teatchy j^^power, thst^cv^ 
btained the annal^of thH worici? 

When^rst.lha ftalbwd |hortL of l^i 
sp d^f, so justly dear, to British 
hearts, was w^afted across the waves, frdm 
shorca whence such a sound was never d 
beft>re, aU Ebglartd hf^ile^itwith a brother s 
joy \ nrtd none with more tdn^re dehjjht 

Indeed, k> genejalT so al¬ 
most amvetaal, jvere the demonatratiods' 
of captufUj.at.wbiit was thAi dceSurf the 
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triiamph of tlte caifise of ftaeclotif^ tliat 
silence at sacli a 'momenl selHxiedi im*- 

f 

piety to liberty. Yet there 'was one, who 
evon ^^heo atood silent, and stdl, and 
sfcernr—and he was one, who filled a large 
space ill the buliiant galaxy of patriotism 
and talents, w hich graced the mansion of 
die Duke of Lorn. 

At one o|* the mewngs of the se- 
hnrt circle at £ls uncle’s house, Oldways 
was tOgotW^^with ^the individuid 

alluded to, wiien wes;' born freedom of 
BVanc^ bccamh tho*thegne;#aQd, of all the 
conypany, iliat iodividtt^l alone withlield 
his approl&tion of the Revolutio*, ** 
Ulintng A sullen aih^nce. Hj^had ^er 
COWhSulered the most eloquoni man of the 
party I forward, on almost aU uccasimis, to 
pat forth and to enfoi^pe his opinions; but, 
on this uv^moraSl£ eve4nagy he obsdnateljr 
remainet| a listener, with knitl^heoweafid 

As muefau ga** 

jihefsed^frem Chis remarkable ^ileooe, as if 
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the orStorhtd been Ms wm\ self; AaA bttf 
feetings/thnsHutnbfy cemtntftiictftecl, filled 
the whole ciiicle with astoniidiflietit. 

At length, the dhly ptrmti pre^nt^whe^ 
in inteilectusl strength, eoa*d vie tvith hhvi^ 
addressed him: “ Whence this teservef 
dear ? Surely? you must wish well 
to the cause*of liberty, in esery qodrtei;,i>T* 
the globe ?” Tile orator .jr» roused.*—^ 
** Who here dcnibts me ? ■ 'T Hattln* mysdf 
that I IcH'e manly 
Kbeity. as welt as jhl|^ntlb!TMin of^this 
assembly, be hd^wb^^he^will ;*and, perhaps; 

I have given as gaod proofs of tny attach^ 
mentto that cause^m the wbok course ef 
my pub^ qon^uct. Bat 1 cannet stand 
ferward to express my joy or aerrow, or to 
give fmise or blame to anything which 
rdates to huenan actions^j^ huautc ten-* 
cierfia, on* a aimpte view oflhe objiot, as4t 
standi ilHIgged of every the 

tak&km^md iidiiiide of tnetapltyvical lie 
itmtkai* .Abittaetedly spedk^» ’gtffpm 
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msHii w gMwU V» ben I 

W Jhp pRifit «f iiterty i« actn^Bi, I «<p«‘ 
strong Rt work.» awi this, at 

seafi,v'!s nil { con fXKsMny know of French 
libfsrt^ Tfac}—U>e wild gjott the fixed air, is 
p)aM% hruke loose: but 1 dtuse lanuspcnd 
my judgment, until the first eflervesoeoce 
ts little subsided j till the liqu 9 r is cleared, 
and until 1 sm something deeper than the 
«gittitiuii<itf «tf^oubled and frotliy surface!” 

ntiwvw jhese wotds seldom 
sphke in vsih. Siircle,<of whioh he 

fontned so miluisntid 4 ^paU, bis pfnakms 
wefiR finstsxiBarily rocei^dd as oracular de> 
espes^ nnd! wece most <espamally severniiiiii 
byjthd>£>uke ofWn, uhd, .$hi(^.md^,li|8l» 
had been .his patron aud'^rkorr. ,> ^£hw 
^|flbI«maiR» actuated by priivvplea -of ttitt; 
^Ipil ptMBjpliiil^^ropy, ..viMfiaiRfbitutWtoly 
itbofa 

tl fci l|idwidw » > sAiddtsbwMvf^^ 



THE^ ^bXlTIC. * 

m 

()f^nk>^4E> ff!^^ imd pHtHdtlc 

but^eftsily f>^n»4iikdi9d' fo 
theii^, by tfa^ ofjl^luBibriot^’infcrtgee,, 

Wheti, '^heriJfofie, tlte da^nence - ^of 
Bnrke |ras'#x^od^l^ turn the tofrent of 
public oj^teti froni^n ei^huskstk^admillAl 
of the Er4rtch Hevolutiofi, approachS^ 
to fUnAtidSTTi, tffe Ditker dt^ LorO trent^ 
blmgty yieltted up his ow# Judgment to 
pO^rfol ^oiitroHeP of Ms^^aotic^T^cer 
Wi$i!iti,'%aio, the #« i| | | |t tic’^'tate<l ^df Jbi 
its sAnflijing^ fof ^ lirH 

time fft i^valry wiltf lkirko» uAd^'^ 

■at. ^ ^ ^ 

ml^tcalJjF stmggi^. to pniSerw fat the 
Ni^fi8ii'<5^|^Tai}<^ et{(it^pb)se %ecti«ea» '^tl)e 

aiM^y eli^ '^Ivrei’iip; tile 
Loiiii idiCMd,* wilk m 4idmi]idg 
eTtdiip{lteyi^heaet^et<¥)^^ <#1% viM» 
the-ewtwts i! 
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motive, li€>6€ikly torhed iMce against 
tl^e i^lrioUc ^l^hatanx ii> whkti^ he* 
king anH tonourably served, and ranging 
jiinisilf among those, ^who like feathers 
wj^ed at the ministerial breath, scrupled 
not to revile and calumniate m fcM^ls and 
traitors ah the intellects and worth of Eng- 
ia%lT which continued to approve or sanor 
tiou Fox then, whe i tlecistonKipOidjd no 
kin^r be delayed, the Duke of jU>rn» 
«i5l^ - with^tf teaas,'-separated himseif and 
Ihs adherent^ froiiyiii^t incorruptible 

but a*sbo!t pfl5|[ipd iS^fore, he had 

sidesman that could 
ihtRe aouittjry. , ' •• 

J np«»tirat «iK>nn«nt, 

partjF, 

f nder the ti^ . of coispnaad 

0u^f h@(isc)s. of 
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bonesit^ of bis measurtet adopted* at 6rst, a 
8Er( of arm^«neutrality; but, ultimately, 
followed the example of Mr.*Burke, and 
went over to the side of power. 

The efiects of the^e events on the cha- 

* g 

racter qnd fortunes of Mr. Oidways, were 
not preciady such as his uncle the Duke 
desired. Viewing the political horosceJW* 
witli a dqgrea of ealnioess too cold ibr the 
ardour of the staunch Foxites, and witli 
an impartiality too independent fc^ tltettAr]^* 
spirit of the Pittites* Jiie J^cafltie disgusted 
with politics altEgell^r; and though family 
pride prevented hi^vacaling his seat'for^ie 
count/, he relaxed greatly his par^ 

liapenta)^ diili|^*^nd passed the tar 
greater part of his time at ibe Mai^Qfr 
Uousei* 

Twenty years aiope 

panbki sEomioii. Mn .QldiiftEE 

to 

ago, 11# Oidwifi, .in poivA^nf 
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"(vas nearly the flrtft'gtejfitletnttti in his 
cbvioty, Etfd now he conWtetfo&y cbrnhiin^ 
a chajoiity of votes in any single dSstrict 
•around him. The whole face of the neigh- 
btfcring cyttnty had been changed as by 
magic; und the tuemory l;\as ratked to 
trace out the soot, where faitnf and cot- 
tages had stood, and the descendants of 
freeholders Were only to be found by 
searchitiff the war-office or the work house 
books. Instead-of these old fashioned ap*> 
penjages to a dooutry gentldtnaifs domains, 

there had ari^n, on hand, as in scorn 

« 

of Oki h<yUM, a gew-gsw vtila 
of a dMititry kanker; Rnd^<«M thlK, othei^,^ a 
td#n, ’ kailt du th#*w^<!oast, antf4t:- 
afttit Its fbander 

Iti IhA a w ne spi^ of t\im, and tnuett tn the 
aaiatt ^11061106 
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Son? uunA brcd ^ thS* ^.tfue^^oid EsigUfth 
g60kma^ 1ky0$mud oaptrtkle*0f^ihe 
traAicfcitig spirit tuf the iinMT ft liefer 
ooce occMrratl to the tevehjtsBof 

his estate^ were to be considered enlyijie 
much cpintal^ with which he most carry on 
bocH^e^sfiecttkiiton Iti grasping, or draining, Or 
in cutting cfiials, or working snineS) 
building liowns, *or establishing cOanlry 
iNMliAMifiMKvc^ hreoffices;* he ndVer oon- 
templatedthe necessity of engaging in such 
projects, to sane hitns^^ froni heing^otei^ 
whelmed by thefcflPt^ of that powstlv which 
paper isnsrulation in^!«t%ed lo« jveiy defeiter 
jn#%very ai«icl^|^ nooentii^lioiii^ t 

<]||pDm Me * aiMAloee 

««p)endou|«wf^tl^ 

arid susuilied the dtgiiffiea^j KP jd hi fity cf 
the agsorting ^ 

hrsindk^^ had|li#|lt^fi^ 

filkMswEhhhoMoe^^ higM»ihMh> A i| hl 
cbx»uik0m^ 
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at a time when the*remmieri^tontr'which 
thecQw»try ^Ikrttcd to ti^i»s«Mt» honounl»ie 
servants, >tefe sufficient for t|)e support 
.of gtntletn^, and gendonen sought theoi- 
aeeorduigly. 

The foist lessons which Mr. Oidways 
learned in the science of modern finance, 
"wei'e forced on him by Uie flarraiag and 
unaccouotabfo insufficiency of bis rent-roll 
to meet his exigencies. It is true, that 
»'hiV ititidf were let at old »nts; and 
bu had steadily rejecfod ««tli’<evetlhres from 
erei^ Sfiecies ot' spoisilatens, who wookl 
bayei etrip^ his estate of a populaiioa 
thatidolield«bM name aq^ fogoily. H» 
asmeiuianahttiaq ha^ evtotMeo 0^ lupport 
the sai 9 « 'AoUq and boapitebie obaaoteit 
whidbt bed£i«cod his aoonforst bfo be bad 
laidao (ioohrillMjdifWis to, gmaeumr-bg 
bed' laiaid no tiofdam tw bation, in {»« 
iaaaa or. amiBaCHLe ’awir JoiiandeMd tha 

'iMHSMHna oif^wir«ibiia ain^ foeattiiiQisjateh 

gMMIdod fMp asonitieib gMiaod. 



the magic op^weIl^h, 

‘‘ ilovvjthcn/* woald hfeWteii e*claifn, “how 
thctt has st*haff|pen(Ed, that in io frightful a 
latio my expafiditare has exceeded my 
corne; that the suFplu^of my ineans^tias 
imperceptibly diminished, till, at lenglli) 
a frightful deficiency has succeed^, while, 
for the same scale and style of living, my 
expences itict^^Tse year after year in gee? 
metrical proportioft.’' These practical hints 
at length opened to the eyes of Mr. Old- 
ways the true cause of 'his situation Imt 
his knowledge ^4eaine« loo late to be of 
ntncli avail to hiln, if his^ntksnaoiy 
spirit oboU have hmsm sobdue^ao lovrdBi 
to buffer pm lum^rsder $ tor bis patvi- 
ard>ial have been so alteced 

as to contemplate unmoved the ruin of fak 
tenants •by oppression* Xlie elternetive, 
however, was most painfbL His benw* 
volent heart*»wss robbed of>mcny joys 
by his ioabthty to ebnUCtib bbirnties wheift 
they hsd kmg been bestowedt tfid his 
ruling ^passidgi suijecCSfT to i aSmcipt 
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^ ^ .-t ^ 

liKMif lyjsnorlifiieEtioH ^ tbe gkimgcontrasts 
of j|||^y md E;|l!^reDdid, though 

volgar, O^ence^ ^chibited in his own 
oslfthlishmeiit, ai:\^ tKat of his neighbour 
WimSsitn^ From the^bold stare of'the 

4 

banker aOd his wife, down to the giggling 
leer their lowest oisenial, in all near him, 
“and in all around him^ th«f mortified Old* 

:ways "saw the reflection of the ludicrous 
eabibitlon of the Poor Gentleman/* 

<a>ntmned; hcawewi to bear up 
at }eak^^ppafent:lp^ittidey against aU 
the tl^dce df ign^n#’vanity, and to 
Wit^^shakoii^fwbsty all die over- 
tui^ of p^deal 

sniffed, by 'a^gid donii^l^recoii^y, and 
a ixtrefnlvigiibnt^ of his own cotii^rm, to 

possible the eScls of a 
rapidJy depreoSetingeneome. - 
vs • !iJb^ iS^klsIsys wasmcted^iiTthis his'hononr ■ 
aabW^««design’?^^ hiS daughter,; 

wee thirty years ijd, and 

fami^ prtde of his 
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father.* Miss OWvrS^S leti yws 
younger •than' •her. brotj^^r j 
complisbed, intelligont, l^ijd 

St Qrville and Charjea Oldwajrs ^rc. 
aotjnaintancef*; and- it wft« the presi^t 
game of that young nobleman to convert 
the advantages of am intercourse, w'ith the 
brother, into thfe means of ingratiatiifi® 
self with ihe^sktef; for St. Orville ’was in 
love with Mi^ Oldwajfi. 

pro$ecutipn #f this suit hi^ 
him repeatedly 

the saati^^bjeistiia^ln^red l^m with Siat 
ambition ^^bfipr 

of Mor^tofi^ added 

claim of focal^lKiid&^to the scale o&#itS 
pretensions; a circumstance vAikii the 
|,H^‘u{i£^r^!inatioo of Mr. 01ciwa|lf^ rehdesed 
of more than commm^^yal^. ^ 

When, { herefore,a^Wbeingtb# 
|Mircha5ie of More ton Hail^te %si Received 
the overtures of Lx^ileton,; it wdmpaasibje • 
to describe hij^ joy at so ^oitjMy^atc^^^a^^^ 
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expected a coincidence witbTiis most' ardent 
wish^ as tbcir joint visit ‘ Monnion ; 

where he vrcmld thus return, if not Lord of 

1 ‘ 

, the**Manor of Morefon, at least prime 
'minister and plenipotentiarjr of him, 4llte 
was not only Moreton’s Lordj but Lord 
of wealtli that must«inake even Plimftatn 
Tiemble at his opposition. , 

The attachment of Sc. Orville to Miss 
Old ways was alone confided to his sis- 
the Countess; the sanction^ 
^ her ladyship to his was without 

difficulty obtained; •rfprtSie herfelf Still 
9e(!r€^y ^kl^hed a fipsb.Iov%for«the brother 
of her, AvhoiWas now Or- 

passion- '' 

To him, therefore, who thus mira¬ 

culously appealed-with the power of a magi¬ 
cian on th^ sd^ where the united views 
and both these personages were 

directed r w hknV'^ho secm^ sept as the 
ageor^ some stipem^ural power; to turn 
thei^ale ofidfiuenoe at his; will, to one 
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whose in conhection^ with their 

soulrcberished''objects, was so^esseutfaJIy 
and so peculiarly inportanty what couces- 
sioH^could eithei^f them deny! 

^ See, then, ths due to that condescension 
which caused a Cc^ntess, one of the 6rst 
stars in fashion s hemisfdi^e, to endn»^ 
a journey of many miles in the same car¬ 
riage with an o^ld man taken from«a work- 
house, and a ^Huig female refuge^ froe:»*sr 
milliueFs shcy*^ CJieapside*! Trace |o 
the same caus^me public saiiction of TRe 
same Counter to^t^ese pers^up, dt the 
most fa^ionsi^ watering-pla^hf the day, 
(for the^roi^pf of B&aumont Hall, 
int^wled residence, Joined Flimflamthn;) 
and thep w'iU'be seei^cnd felt how wonder¬ 
ful is the magic influ^ce of wealth ! 

Even the lofty spiritjwbicfe fhe 

breast of Qldways,,,\yield€d tacousctoiisly 
to the influence oC^t^t power, which w’afi* 
capable of sljielding him the m^rtift- 
cations wiiich pride of ancestry endured 



^ TI{B Mil0lCr01!> WiSflXTH. , 

joifijed ^ tte infartnsEti^ Lylfletiwi/ 
tltttmgfe the means of St. Omite,' sought 
an introduction to the House, 

On the momhig that the first ^risit of’the 
ne^ Lord of Moret^ vms caepected, it 
' n^iobsar^y that the Squire took > espe¬ 
cial painS' in preparatfon*^ to receive Wtn. 
The Libra*y was selected the place of 
and there were a^embled on 


SCBNB J[. 

* 

Mr, Ckar^m Old^^s^ Mks Bid- 

icnyr; Lord Su Om74e, Md'%yttktmi, 

'.■* ^ 

(Bt$^gJbrmat!^io L^tiielort.) 
Wdadta^ Siri; t»theMat»oriil«i 0 f^ A41ovr 
'ZAe'to^trodtlce tQ 'Charted 

(isught^; 

fondling,' hiyseir, dl the -ttra{iHi$i«} left 
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^of a faiiiiily^wMQlbj l^my Say w^tHoirt vanity, 
ranks among^ Hie most ancient in 
county, Lof(l"ilSt, Orville^ I am pre^Ato 
see^u. 'Hje hwoUr of this nsh I owe 
to your Lortkhip. 

Littleton, I have ^ prefeOtmient, Mr. 
Oldways, (cererooniab apart,) that neithiSl 
you nor I shairhave hereafter to blame my 
young friend for the iniroductiof} wt^ owe 


to him. Miss'Oldways and her brotbc.* 
will, I hope, me with their topre- 


will, I hope, fe ^ jpT rrje with their 
jucliced good*wi^un|il itie styanger bt> 
cx>mes, at least, an accjuaintanc^ for^you 
perceive I cqpnre t6 Moreton ^^jffnout one 
solitary tSftler c^^ecoftrffllendatian. 

0, (^smiiing,) But you brings \wh 
you, Mr-Lytrieton, a%i am given to under¬ 


stand, a number of letters of fcredk i and 

• « 

you will find great wealth, Sir,' th^^jpost 
powerful of alt rea»m^dati6ns to nine- 
tenths gentry in of 

England, I ooiifess^ howeveif^tet a 
riches amOo ^ssport with me ; bfittd my 
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iieighlour T^runfianrjj thg and, \h^ 

de^d, to ijtie owner of aliiiost every seat 
arqil^nd us, only 'let ^ it bb:^oown> that 
Mr. Lyttletoa imipettsely rich* -^^d 
Mr. Lyttleton will have tiekete for 
jemes, fetes, dinners, and peHt soupers, for 
day in the year. , • 

Lyttleton. Long estr^jiigecf as I have been 
from tlje soil of England, I liave, nevertlie* 
^ J^iSS, been an attentive observer of aH that 
has bappei^d here. The changes which 
kfsve taken place in'^ngf^sh manners have 
not been unmarked by me; and, of course, 
1 am not»-ignorant of the inmads which 
commercial wcalih^dkis u^n rank 

09^ancestry ; and that consequent altera¬ 
tion in the state of s^iety, which cannot 
fail of producing, one day dr other, great 
politicai resnltat. 

ilir. "0,^ . Most undoubtedly! Yet, such 
is the’ infatuation of the f^^t hour, 

O' 

tha^ the i^iHion see nothing good in any 
thing but commerce; by ccmmerce all is 
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to be estio^ted, ^hat.concerins the wel- 
of tlie Bta^: nay, we are absolutely 
^jldden to believe, that in commercealone 
krp^ combined a]^ the pnine ingredients 
ano^constituent essences of our coun¬ 
try’s greatness. What matters it to the 
mob of money defers and traffickiuo^ 
adventurers, that ^the dignity and influ¬ 
ence of our nobility are mouldering^ away s 
and that the genuine race of English^ 
country gentlemen is almost sui^plahted by 
upstart citizens with the gains 

trade, but destitute of all pretenslous to 
the manners, educatfon, habits, or feelingS, 
which should ch^cte the mde^ndent 
inheqtor of manorial rights and riches. 
Sordid, silly palculators! the dilapidation of 
the chief pillars of the state isa subjecUonly 
for their derision; whifst, fa their estima- 
tiun, the mere apprehension of nSnote 
danger t4* an^ absurd and selfdesttoying 
monopoly of commerce, is a cauge, not only 
for national &larm, but a justification of 
all tHe horrors and all (he ills of war. 

TOi, IX. 
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Lytiletoif^ A justification ol the i- rrors 
and the ills of war !” Pardon inc„Sir, you 
coldly speak of what you have not seen ! 
In books, in speeches, these words— the 
horrors -and the ills ol war”—may finely 
round a period of the writer or the orator; 

. luU as mere caclepjces^of sound, they cannot 
touch the heart; they strike no chord of 
sympathy: for the pen’s most potent magic, 

. ^be Btmobt efforts of eloquence itself, have 
not the povyer to sliew to the happy people 
bloodless soil, tjie direful import of 
those words, which they so often read and 
hear ! Had you beheld, as I have, the 
actual scene's whichofotm the horrid drama, 
you would with me exclaim, 
that not upon the earth, nor^ among the 
sons pf earth, must be sought ttie origin 
or au^iors of iitfern^l horrors, of unnatural 
and .(demoniac murders. 

But we will not pursue this theme. 

Mr* 0. It is a painful one.—Yet, Sir, 



THE MAGIC OFf WE^LtH, 




unhappiTy»ior the world, the evil has now 
endured f«r"so fong a period, that though, 
as I understand, you have bet n*aIn[jost la 
perpetual tra#ller, Ffear^our views of^so- 
cietj? in Europe must have been principally 
confined to camps and warriors. 

IytilHon. Many, •many years, I have 
been a vvande^ef; many and various have 
my adventures been—I have dwelt in courts, 
and camps; in groves of science, and ih marts 
of commerce ; ^ have miligled in discourse 
with the pious fathers of the \^itican ; an^ 
1 have disputed ^itk^ost of the philoso¬ 
phers, economists, end encyclopadists •£ 

the Continent. .The madmerf of France, 

*• " 

and the dreamers of Germany, have equally 
confided to me their delusions and reveries^ 
In fact, •all Europe* is familjar to me : 
the secrets of most of its courts have^been 
my amusements, America, Afriwif and 
Asia, I have .visited ; and, havifig studied 
man in every quarter of the globe he ftipves 

c ^ 
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upon, hither, in my old age, after a long 
and distant pilgrimage 1 come, hoping to 
find rppo^e on one little spot, which 
is eiJdeared to me above all the &rth besides, 
by a thousand ^nd attachments, tender 
ties, and earliest recollections! 

Charles Oldways* You are then a native 
of Moreton, Sir ? ‘ . 

Lyttleton. I have not said so, Sir. I see 
enquiries in all your faces, but, at present, 
let me beg your fHitieoce. My Lord St. 
Orville will tell bis friends, that I am a 
man of mystery, and, io my fancies, some* 
wbat arbitrary. Therefore, until I deem 
the t^e an^ived, i^on with propriety I 
-thajjj,:throW off the mantle of conc^lment> 
il]^ me tO' be the catechisb for my own 
information, and. hereafter youru^iriosity 
sb^ll HI turn receiver from me its amplest 
satisfa^lon. To put you* to the test at^ 
once.—J .take for granted; fhat you, of 
course, have all of you seen the. late man* 
sipn^of Sir Godfrey Bradshaw, which, I ' 
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was grie^d to*leam, has been demolished 
by your neighbour Flimflam, lo gnlarge 
his park ancT pleasure-giysunds. 

Afr. O. Sir Godfrey the^ friend of 
my youth, and there was not a room in 
Bradshaw Hall which I could not as well 
describe, as ,I *could this in which we are 
now sittinof. 

Lyttleton {with energy.) That's fortu¬ 
nate—most fortunate. ^ 

Lyttleton haA his^remarkable trunk with 
him, and now dra^iug a gold key* fr^oi 
his bosomf which was tied ^o a ribband 
round his neck, h^*applied it Ao the lock, 
and at the same time touching a ^icret 
spring,• the lid flow open. The whole 
party remained in silent expectation; but 
St. Orville, who knew the myit^y at¬ 
tached to the trunk, felt the keenest 
curiosity. Lyttleton took from the 
trunk a port-folio, containing some liraw- 
ings, and presenting to Mr. Oldways the 
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first of them, said, Is this drawing any¬ 
thing like-the exterior of Bradshaw Hall ?'* 
whole party vociferated in the afljrma- 
tive; and “ exact a representation 
V/hat a beautifully finished drawing!’' 
What a pity to pull down so fine a 
S[?ecimen of ancient architecture!” and 
similar expressions, wer6 suffered to pass 
without observation by Lyttleton ; as he 
’"was sufficiently impressed from memory, 
with the c6nvictioa> of the truth of this 
orawing; having, whe;i a* child, seen the 
bij^ldlng, though he tJiad never entered 
its gates. 

He then took out another drawing, 
sayilig, Will any of you tell me if you re¬ 
collect such an apartment as this.”o 

Miss Oldway^. Oh yes, certainly; it is 
the lihsfiry. How perfect a resemblance ! 

Charles Oldways, And what skilful 
effect k is executed!—The perspective is ex- 
cehont i—TBe finishing of thagothic book¬ 
case between the windows is adniifable<!~ 
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But I do net remember that taJble with the 
globes upon it. 

Miss Oldways, I do, perfectly. re¬ 
collect admiring the t^^try covering of 
the table. Hut who is^iat laefy with a 
book in her hand, sit^ting so contemplative, 
with her elbow on the table. It is certain- 
ly a portrait in• miniature. Is it Lady 
iiradshaw, Papa, I never saw her-»-fbr you 
know, Charles, the family had been many 
years abroad when jye looked over the 
Hall ? 

V 

Mr, Oldways. (j^^^amining the dfatving 
most Gracious Heavens, Mr.Lyt- 

tleton !—But I wffi at present repress my 
feelings ! - 

Lytiietori. We sImII see this lady anon in a 
different situation. "Ifhe ^rawing, then, re¬ 
minds yoif of the library ? 

Charles Oldways, It is really the thing 
itself. 

Lyttleto% What room is Chis ? [sf^wing 
QWOiher drawing*) 
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Charles Oldwajfs. Oh ! ^,the |?all room. 
Observe how exactly the old-fashioned silver 
di^d^^liers aie copied., See the same lady 
that was reprq|g^||d in the library ! Here 
she is sitting at ll^iarpsichord. 

Mr, Oldways. Mr. Lyttleton—Sir—Ex¬ 
cuse me, but—I could h^ve wished that 
these drawings had befn shewn to me 
in private. 

^ Lyttleton. These sketches do but form 
the text,* Mr. Qldways; oui commentaries, 
i£^ you wish so, shall bf more private. 
{Taking out a fourth drawing) This would 
se2m a chapel; but that there is a door 
into an interior apartixent^ with a bed in 


view. 

^iss Oldways. It was called the Oratoiy. 
And you may remember, Charles, Mrs. 
Sparks the housekeeper, kept qs there so 
long J^cribing the paintings, and point¬ 
ing out the cushion on which her dear lady 
used fcokneei^j—and see, here is the magni¬ 
ficent prayer book about which she told ua 
such a long story. 
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Lytileloh^ \Eagerly) Is Mrs.'Sparks 

still living ? 

Mr. Oldways. {In an u r^ r tone of voice) 
We will speak of her hei^Kr—alone. 

Lord St. Orville* Here again we see the 
same lady at her orisens.-—She must be the 
heroine of the* series. How lovely an air 
of devotion the artist has given her! 

Mr, Oldway $ {eagerly to lyttreton.) Is 
that artist living ? 

Lyttleton. {In an nnder tone) We wilJL 
speak of him hereaffer—alon^. Now one 
more. {Shewing another drawing.) This 


I suppose fo be the chamber adjoining the 
oratory ? 


Miss Oldways, The verj bed that^^e 
saw there; crimsdh damask, with gold 
fringe. But there appears to be a story 
pictured here; look, papa, observe^hat old 
ladyj^^ how ygry like Mrs. Sparks !. She is 
making signs to that gentleman, tvbo is' 
too young and too much agitated fer^a 
doetor, apparently to prevent his approach- 

c3 
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ing the bed. The curtains are dwn close 
rbundtij and by the countenance and atti¬ 
tude of the gen^man, one would imagine 
that Borne or friend had just ex¬ 

pired. 

. Lyttleton, Up to this scene, then, there 
is no deception. So faj: so “well. I have 
another drawing here, but that is of an 
^apartment, which you have.wof seen. I 
presiimi?^ so,, at least. It is-the family mau- 
.^leuiTi. 

1 

Mar Olihrays T have seen it. It is still 
iit existence. Bradshaw was extra paro¬ 
chial. and lijsd a chapej of its own, which 
now forms a picturesque object, as a ruin, in 
tl# park of Flimflam Lodge. Under the 
altar in that chapel tj;;iere is a* spacioui 
vault— ^ ‘ 

Lyftteton (Producing the drawing,) Like 
this ? * 

Mr. Oldwpys, As far as memory serves 
fne^ the very same. But what is meant to 
be narrated here ? Accoffin^ with the lid re- 
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moVed; tne hafiiliments of the dead thrqwn 

# ® jm 

carelessly on the earth, as if a^orpse 
once shrouded, had to life! A 

torch 's burning near tfti^ntrance of the 
vault, while the light of day, peering down 
upon the gloomy ^ene, indicates, that 
the portals ef the cemetry have been left 
unclosed ! Mr. Lyttleton ! Mr. Lyttle- 
ton ! by what fatality, by what necromancy,^ 
I had almost sayd, came this pict\sred his¬ 
tory in your keeping ? •You overpower mft.- 
with surprise—I almost doubf the reality 
of what I see and t8u<?h coming so mat- 
velously before fne. ^ 

Lyttleton* Hereafter you shall know 
all; at present, however marvellous and 
biguons fJNm) self may*seem, let jiot incredu* 
lity make you blind to Acts,•merely because 
they come befof^ou as a tale of ^nder. 
The every-day tH^bctions of our lives, were 
they not repetition^ of every day, wguld 
strike us as *inost marvellous.Bveflts^ 
that^are uncommon, ^eem monstrous to 
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weak minds; but to weak ihihds otily. 

-^Thg, idan, who can contemplate, will 
eyeV recollect, that all * that happens, hap¬ 
pens by the op^M^ion of the same invisible 
power. To that same power must be traced 
the smallest dew-drop, that e’er gems 
the tenderest leaf of vegetation; no less 
than the tremendous bursting of electric 
fires fr6m clouds of thunder, which shake 
*1he globe we stand on. As in the natu- 
^al, so in the moral world—familiar 
evenU and hitercoufsea of^society, the chaf¬ 
fering and barterings, ©the births, the mar¬ 
riages, the *sicknesse^ and the deaths of 
every hour, pass by us without notice, like 
a summer cloud but the usurpations of 
thrones^ the resolutions o%empires, 
excite our speciul wender. So, that which 
appeaFFTomantic, may, nevertheless, iereal. 
I say thus much, Sir, may dismiss 

all ap|)rehensioD, I cannot so far forget eittier 
what is due to my own dignity, or your 
respect, as to descend to practise mrnn- 
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meries.^ ^ Having explained mys^f th«8 
far, we will dismiss the matter |pr the 
present, and with "submission, pass to olher 
and lighter subjects.—Jlfciflaniton, for in¬ 
stance :—To-morrow I expect the arrival of 
myalively friend, the Countess St. Orville. 
Apropos, I luust tell you, Mr. Oldways, that 
she brings with lier, to Beaumont Hall, two 
other specimens of the romanlic, each 
sufficient in itself to set me <lown in " 
common estimation, rf^r as perfect a modeL 
of hnights-errantm^i even fhe poyer of 
Cervantes himsel# could place before }i^u. 
But they %hall»speak for theihselves. The 
preliminaries of this morning I hopp, will 
lead to a permanent treaty of friendship and 
friendly intercourse betwe^ the Manor 
House and Moreton Hall, and that we 
shall meet frequently. It is my ^tention 
to repair ihe Vail Immediately» I shall, 
therefore, spend sometime at FlimIBymIOn* 
which, I am told, is now the* focus Oj^vshat 
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studying characters is one of my fpvourite 
anfiuseBr.eiits, I am glad of this; for it is 
much pleasanter to* me to view this fanto- 
cini of fashionabFes on the small stage of a 
watering-place; than to endure the fatigue 
of playing follow my leader over the latger 

I 

theatre of London.—To you,* Sir, to Miss 
Oldways, and her brother, I venture to 
look for some assistance in my view of the 
shew. ^ 

Thpreply oTMr.Oldways was characteris¬ 
tic; “hethanked Mr. EytSeton sincerely,but 
he mixed very''little with, the‘iBob'of people, 
that nowadays contrive to jum hie them¬ 
selves together without discrimination of 
rankorcharacter, ondertheassumed lihiform 
of fashion; he, liievejYtheless, occasionally 
passed alSw days atFlimflamton. and should 
certainly-a ail himself of the overtures of 
a gentleman of so much experience, and 
knewtedgc of the world, as MK Lyttieton, 
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for the,advantage of his son and daughter, 
still more than on his own account*.” 

No further hint relative to Brad^aw 
Hall or family then transj^ired; a^jd, after a 
few common-place compliments, the party 
broke up. 
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i 

SCENE 1. . 

t 

“ Behold Flimflamton!” said the Coun¬ 
tess St. Orville to Mr. White, as the 

•r. 

carriage*turned the comer qf a green lane, 
q^and that jjaragon df all modern marine 
resor^ts came in view. * • 

'Mr. TVhite, Have* vVe then passed the 
village of Tdistleton, Yherfej^as*! told your 
Ladyship, I spent several of my youthful 
summers ? 

Countess. ..This sp<k was onct called 
Thistleton. 

Mr.^White. Amazing! Where then is 
the steeple and tower of* Thistleton 
church*? What has become of the old 
Fort? Wheie are the fisheimen’s dwell* 
ings that dotted th^ coast ? To the left 



THE MAGIC Oil WEALTH. 41 

too — all|gone^— all changed. — Gprcious 
Heavens! Surely hereabouts ^od Sif 
Thomas Alder's noble mansion ! — TJais 
road must hav^skirted the park wall. In 
the space, which my eye now scarfs, I am 
sure there, then, stood a score or two of 
cottages, besides several farm-houses—all 
vanished.—And instead of these objects, 
what metamorphoses are here ! StQnes for 
grass—chimneys for trees—a crowded , 
town, instead oP a re'tired \illage.—Alas ! 

Alas! What anti® and vagaries, jn his short 
game of life, fanta^ic man contrives to 

play ! 

The carriaJjB* wji^els now clattered 
through the streets of Flimflamton, and 
the Countess most affably pointed out to 
Mr. Wrtite and Etnma Clasendon, the 
different buildings, as they^ssed them.—- 
** The Hotel, ” — “ The Libra’^, ” — 

‘ “ The Bathsf”—The Concert Rooms,** 
—“ Assembly Roonis,” — “ The Th^tre,** 
—« The Chapel, —and the 
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** 'fljie what! my Lady,’* 6aid Mr . White, 
within Accent of surprise. 

^'Countess, The^anK. 

Mr, White, The Bank I do not com- 

c 

prehend. 

Countess, The Elimflamton Bank—so 
the building's called,—and | perceive, this 
season it is, for the first' time, opened. 

In the corner of the landau, the Rev, 
Mr. Fiirt had for some time yawned silent- 

f 

\y. He caught the^echo, and drawled out, 
“ The Bank! Eh!—Q-a-lfi!—I understand, 
^Flimflam's Bank-i—a,clever fellow that— 
a monstroufi—great^corwgpience and ac¬ 
commodation—it was much wanted here. 

l^r. White, Do I hear rightly ? The esta¬ 
blishment of a Bank^^wanted in hamlet 

_ I 

of Thistleton | Wanted here—may I ask 
by wbem f For what ? 

Mr,„ Flirt, Very odd questions those— 
who does not want a hanker r How could 

r 

pne possibly raise the supplies without 
such aid ? There would be no carrying on 
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the war 'among gentlemen, witlymt the 
agency of these dealers in, and n^qjiators 
of, the ways and means.^ 

Mr, IVhite, lam still in the dark, 

Mr. Flirt. No wonder. You have not 
of late lived with the enlightened—I am 
sure I mean severity of remark ; but 
in the place,—the* residence,.—the asylum, 
(what shall I call it ?) where your latter 
years have been speqt, it is not toJ}e sup-^ 
posed you could see, Vihat the world fV.~ 
Your notions of t^mgs, Mr.*Wilkie, or 
Mr. White,—I thiiikyour name is—mu^t 
•have been* ipjhibed^in timev immensely 
dissimilar to our scr^! 

Countess. Waving all allusion to the 
misfortimes of Mr. White, (which I b<^ 
never to hear repeated,) U must certainly 
be admitted, that to a merchant of<4he old 
school, so long withdrawn from th§ active 
world as he has been, many of the syst^s 
of nn^ern times must be quite iocompi'q;- 
hensible. 
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I own, my*Lady, ^that the 
dd-f^hibned notion, which" ** the Bank” 
cdhveys to n)y fhuid, rendered its association 
with a ^ petty hamlet of cottagers and 
fishermen, ludicrous in the extreme. What 
superflous cash can there be in a place like 
th^s? 

‘Mr, Flirt. Superflous cash! What an 
odd idfca! Whoever thought of such a 
‘ phenomenon? Your motion of a Bank then, 
is, that it is opened as a sort-of a kind-of 
receptacle for the overflowings of people*s 
pockets : that is to any, a place of safe 
custody, for the de|||stt of «sut‘h monq^ as 
folks happen to have no immediate occasion 
for.^ 

fVhiie. That* is my notion of a 

Bank* * 

Mp^Fttrt, You were right, tfien, m 
lulling it an old^fashione^ notion. I 
beliefe, originally, in former times, that is 
(o^y^^a hiAidred yearsji^, that was realfy 
whatwas understo^ to be the intentionrof a 
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Bank ; tut Lord help yoA, mjr good Sir, 
its very clear you have been nniny^niars ia 
a work-in the dark. 

Comtess. Ses, Sir, Chifplain is right; 
yon are woefully in the dark, and yon must 
have recourse to some of the new lights, 
before your common sense will be able to 
understand things as they are; which, with¬ 
out such aid, wilf appear ridiculotts fmra- 
doxes to your unenlightened mind. For 
instance. Chaplain hitnself has n<^super- 
flous cash.—^Have you,«Chap]ain ? And yet 
Chaplain has more .than one"" bankei:.— 
Haven*t you, Chaphinp? 

ilfr. FUrt» Cbarm||g raillerjT; but seri¬ 
ously the thing is so—precisely so.—It is 
one of themodern discoveries, and infinitely 
more useful than ahy of* SJr Humpfkiy 
Davy's. Formerly, in your time, Mr. Vile, 
(I beg your pardon, Mr. White, t bdieve it 
is.)—Intbe^^k age, when you were 4 
merchant, bankers were scarce articles, gnd 
were as nice and ^ueamish as the Bankfof 
England itself. Tour queer old Dons of th<> ^ 
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daj,yourCl\;ilds, and your WaljX)lps, were as 
incof^ii*(it-ahle as Abraham Newland. Jn 
such dull and stupid times, it would have 
pd^zled those l^riwig-patedA gentlefolks 
beyond all power of extrication, had it been 
attempted to explain to them, that their best 
customers were sugh as my patroness 
describea your humble servant to be, 
customers without cash; persons, who 
have nothing to do with cash, but who 
simplyJiorrow their bankers credit; and 
pay them a quarter or a half per rent, 
not for their moneyi^^but for the mere use 
of their naUfes. 


ikfr, 1 beg^ tabe ailightened. 

You mean to say, that the discovery of 
a new application of the operations of 
credit, has superseded the use of cash ; 
and that, therefore, <banker$ are to be conr 
sideredocbiefly in the light of guarantees; 
and arg not now stake-hdc^^rs, as they 
Vfere in my time, 

Take care,, gentlemen, if you 
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h d^oer ill tl 


probe the |ubject much d^per ill this vein, 
I am afraid you will come to eonj^sions, 
not generally recognised. ^Is not who 
becomes a guarantee withoR holding staklS^ 
somethiLg very like a wagerer himself, for 
if the bet be lost, and loser cannot pay, he 
that is security for him, becomes liable. 
Here, then, is,a*risk, at least a chance, of 
loss. You surely do not mean tohold> that 
the profession of a banker is one of hazard ? 


Mr, White, In my time, such jwnotion 
would have been deemed preposterous; 
what may be thecasewA#^) IcanAot answer. 
I have heard that mi ns not Uncommon, 
that a baifker 4s al^o a mefchatlt or a 
trader. In the dark dull agis, which his 
Reverence speaks of, we placed our idle 
cash in atbanker's custody, without intei^t, 
rather than trust it at a premium with men 
in tradjj t because trade involves chance at 


all times* an4 the most honest merchant 


may, by possibility, become even bankrpipt 
But, if the Une^ demarcation be witiv ^ 


* 
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dravjt^, as l am tcld it is, ^nd tinkers are 

«11 8or^ of merchants^ and all kinds of 
% 

I owiwl cannot see why bankers 
of that species^tife entitled to my con¬ 
fidence without interest, any more than 
the merchant or trader simply so called. 

Mr. Flirt. Well ^rgued^ Mr. Withers, 
Mr. White, I mean —a true conclusion— 

there can be no cause for confidence with- 
1 

out interest; and rely upon it, Sir, that 
very liitle confidence without interest is 
now*a-days bestowed. BuVmark thedifier- 
etioa between the pr%ient xra, and your dull 
times. Englishmen, at that period, might 
very wetl possess what yoti calf idle cash; 
for they couldPbMain nothing, safely and cer¬ 
tainly, for its temporary usethey had no 
omnium at 30per cent.; no superabundance 
of Exchequer or Navy bills; no snug 20 per 
cent continuations at the Stock Exchange* 
Too cold to project schemes themselves,-^ 
me» aTthat time hoarded, till the specula* 
tiohsof others aiibrd^ sareprofits. Bankers^ 
indeed, werethenthejioldersbf idle capitals; 
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for then* theie was ‘superflous rashi*— 
But now, when the world is aw^e, Mr* 
Williams, when Loan jo^fes Loanlout^f 
market; and nexu and old omnium confuse 
even jobbers and brokers : when Uule 
lottery treads on the heels of lottery just 
drawn : — when engineers powers rival 
Harlequins’swords, and tunnels and arch- 
ways, and bridges, appear and vanish like 
pantomime scenes when theatres are 

burnt down, and*rebmlt in a season:—-when 

• 

’ water works ariH iipg pipes abound to 
inundation :—and ^s-]ight and heat-w^SrlEs 
threaten cojjflagration:—whln^vil^ges are 
inetamorphos^ int^ watering-plao^j— 
’^and watering-places become the cppcrts 6f 
Princes who can be so dead to self-tor 
terest, as to look /tamely on,at* this scram¬ 
ble .for pro6tS^^%>hile the price of a teit 
pound share in wy of these tempting, 
s^ulations lies idl^ in the %an^ ^ his 
banker There ^re no such eoM codg&s 
at tljis time of day~on the contwry, there 
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is scaToipIy a clerk iii the cit^^ or an excise¬ 
man in provinces^ who, for the*purpose 
o^ d little bit Ilf .0ec*in one or other of 
these fascinating schemes, does not fipf out 
some friend to accept his accommodation 
bills; and some town or country banker to 
discount them. * 


Counttss. How came'you initiated in 
these mysteries, Chaplain ? You are abso¬ 
lutely an adept. But you have not yet 
explained to Mr. "VYhite the use, or Ae 
design rather, of the ^lim^amton Bank. 

ffhite^ I tbai^ your Ladyship, 
but the^clue is sufficient ^ ^^^knowledge 
myself enlightened, even the short ex* 
pbsiticm which his Reverence has given of 
Che principles dF th^ 'modern, system of 
banking;—their application to the practice 
^fs easy. I perceive the tables are 
mnoe l^was in trade, Tbet^Jt was neces- 
.earj^ifdr a banker to possess wealth, in ori%y 
Ipobtain credit; it is now only necessary 
.that be possess credit, to obtain wealth.^^^or 
.^ce the spirit of speculation has taken a 
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^©nd the utmost boufi^ of real 
Capital; the speculators, welt buy^r^s 


sefIjM, must, of necessih/f1>e ^tisfied 5^ith 


a ^wranlee of credit in its plac^.* inkers 
then become the issuers of these gtrafail- 
tees, and the price at which they part tirtth 
their responsibility, is frequently the sole 
intrinsic value of their pledge. It follows 
that, in such a state of things, credit^,cau-, 
tion, and judgment^ are all the 7tack in 
trade requisite toithe Banker; who, ceasing 
to be the stake-hdfder, *33 heretoforfT^s* 
simply the qpiner* and as^yer of other 
men's weallll^ to it the means of* 

circulation by his name. Thus I can 
easily conceive, that cou^ry banks, beiiig 
a speddf of local mint, to wbo^ coin utii- 
ver^l consent*gives ciifrency, must be pro- 


fiftple concerns to their owners, wherever* 
established; •and no longer maVyel at 
the Flimflamion Bank. 
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Tlie triage now stopped at the gates of 
the Fark of Beaumont Hall^ whicn joined 
tte New Chapd.' • This building wa^ the 
last in Flimflamton, and served to M^ k 
the boundaries of the Beaumont and Flim¬ 
flam estates. 
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It was now* the season for watering- 
places^ or in other words, it was the period 
of the year, when that tormenting disease, • 
peculiar to the clim^e of England^ the 
Domophobiaf rftges with all ^ts violence. 
Foreigners have expressed more surprize ac~ 
the effects 9 f this distempe^, upon our 
females esp^alfy, than at any other sin^- 
larity which marks the national character. 

When they behold the happiness of an 
English firesiife, where reigns*that tranquil 
felicity which we express by the word, com- 
ff oAt ; a state of feeling not to be described 
in any otherlanguage than our own V when 
they perceive^the attractions of ‘‘ Hom^** a* 
magnet which operates upon all ranks and 
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classes of ^English society, each home 
drawing\towards itself some share of the 
h^rts ef all, so that the whole population 
of the empire might be numbered b}^ its 
domestic circles; they are eager to exclaim 
—What magic must there be in an 
English home! ” ^ 

Anon—the first symptoms of domopho- 
Ka appear; varying, in their demonstration, 

a 4^ 

,according to the modes of life and baibits 
of the yersoDB afiected; fpr no rank i$ 
free from the contt^ion. v In the higher 
xir^s it begins to be Tisible generally 
about Jane; but is sometimes later in its 
ap^arance, the move^nts of the cour4 
or the sittings of the parllsment^ having « 
certain influence on the progress of the 
disease. The observing foapiguer'is noar 
amazed at flie changes he eveiy where per¬ 
ceives. Id all parties, the chief oonv<er-« 
sation consists of—r‘< When do you leave 
tow A? Wberp do you summer diis season? 
Mo you stationary ? Dt^you go to ^ 
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Lakes—Do you visit 5i%hton—Have yotr 

secured a house at FiimflaEnitoh A few 

• *» 

weeks more, and the phrasesvarj?—Whit, 
trot on the wing yet ? I am quite 
riJHlkl to see your ladyship in, town 
I absolutely began to consider myself a 
sort of scare crow fancied the people- 
snaild at me as^ they would at some ufgly 
curiosity—but its always the way with the 
duke he cxmtrives every seastin to keep^ 
one at home ijith his state affairs;^ill the 
town is absolnlety dfcpopalated.’*. My 
(Sttae precisely, j'our*Grace—Would ^yiwr ^ 
believe It ? Lcjfd Demibottle 
warse mU *^(frse jtingy^ drat htf :%t 
actually tiiade us a laughing stock by wait- 
kig^ fiar the.expiration of an ir6nihonger*a 
Kdounf in a^ase at becaj^ 

he can get it a bargcitn /~So that I atn to 
emhiie tli6> honrhrs of home in the h«%bt 
oC'^^e leksbn,. to^ obtain the esJat of suC» 
6eed^' -i&i And' Mrs;. 

little bfoe^]^ braeifrs.” 
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Sucl) are\thG of ibtSfasHidl^le 

distepbp^r upon its victims, {hat tjome” 
appears^ hot only, to have lost its attn^^pn, 
blSlto have undergqpeacbange that rentl^tit 
quite her Able 3 the poor sufferers eti(h|^g 

r' 

nearly 4>imilar torments at the sight of 
‘‘ Home/’ which’the appearance of water pro¬ 
duces upon the subjects of ^hydrophobia^ 
!3pt it is remarkable, that water has quite 
opposite ^effects in the two species of mad- 
*^ness* 7 *b?, dofnophobia jt allays, in hydro- 
phobia it excite the drrita^ility of the pa^ 
Jiefvt ItU*^still, however, very doubt^ 
nettwithstanding this c foci, ^ethUr dotno- 
phpbi^ be the origin of watering ^^ces, or 
whether these said watering places at first 
created, or now encourage, the cot tinuance 
of the malady. However ti^poM naay 
he determmed, there js no. d^mt,rhut that 
^^jUKateripg^jpl^ces have incfeayed^.'ihe disr 
ease (Homophobia haa been, mm;? and moftt, 
prev^fit ^ong all « P^pI^L 

Of all these' modeim nim' 
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b wdf at the pi^nt epoch the most 
sudcessfol in *its baits } and^ coniseqttently, 
cQ^i&ed a larger portion of tho ** Fa- 
stijittableWorld,than liny similar “decoy;** 
aiM> consequent again on that, a latter 
portion of the inferior classes, who ever 
follow where Fashipn leads. 

, No wotiderj therefore, that arrogance and 
extortion became the . marking features of 
the Flimilamtonians, whether Ifouse and 
lodging owners, shppkeeper^ or victuallers, 
among whom ^he widow W^kins, landlady 
of the “ Hotel,” w!is a most *di5tingnisb;dd. 
personae; 

LyttteCpn had, unfortunately, applied'by^ 
mistake, to her rival, the widow Morris, 
who kept the “ New Inn *’ opposite, fer 
the teams of^ retired cottagj on the beach, 
.which he wwied to«tak^ for himself and 
Lancaster. He was inform^ by widow 
Morris, tliat it bdonged to the ^ tsoiautn 
oikr^e way r that ^ 
io"^ six gui^s a week for il« lait^^ea- 

P 3 ' 




58 


THB^.il|AaiC or VfEAlf*TIL 

800,’* But/* said widow 
infbrmeH ojTthis, ** to let that ivomau ov^ 
tlieway \o know, that I am not 
dtctSfted to by her in letiing my hoiii||^ 
though shclias got npne to let, I sha'qt 
take a farthing less for the cottage than 
ten guineas a week: and that 1 have re¬ 
fused to take from Madam ^hingumme, 
the great singing woman, because I hates 
for^gnerSf* for I makes it a point to know 
who*s whp befoio they step a foot into any 
of my houses, and got seven in this 
v ery pla ce. all«let at this^ji^re present mg* 
men^, to real ti^ top gent!^ ; for, ^ugh 
I havp lost poor Mr. Willyns, J'm not. 
such a^chi^ as to be peUted at^ or crowed 
over, by that woman over the way** 
Lyttleton, while be smiled at tbe^mix* 
lure of a^ricci rivalry,^, and vu}^ pride of 
the wido\^^e^ to bepome her tenant for 
the' cottage, TOtendiifg it, principally as a 
^laoa to ^Uch be could retire from the 
bustle of j^omont order to;bi( 



TBS MAOtC Of WEAh'ht. S& 

m ovni ivoTements and 

own time. 

A 
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A few days after this contract»had b6Bii 
mad^ and about that hour of the day 
when the real gentry at a watering-plade 
are taking tlwsir^wine and fruit after dio^ 
ner, and the mock gentry are rummagings 
their bundles for clean gowns and caj|Mf 
cravats and pantaloons, to dress ft>r the 
libraries, a cha|^e and pair drbve up to 
th^ Hotel/^ an^ t?ne of the most grtf" 
tesque figures imaglnaWe alighted.* * 

It wa^f Charles tgiiristopher Cdsp^ the 
apothecary. The style of Mr. Crisp’s tra¬ 
velling dress was so different from hfH 
formcriy*d6sg||Kbed suit, that Lyttleton hkn^ 
self would scarcely hare r&ogniaed him* 
The lucky Job of Lancastei^ removal' 
had been a^ profitable to him as jobs gene¬ 
rally ate to all commibiotiers, who have the 
plan atid the*jpaifb at their own controSl* 
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Hit oodced-hat;^ and his flidical (^e, 

he had discarded — his thread-bare ^at 
had beeome a perquisite to his appresdace, 
and behold him nowasmait crop, 
a round hat, blue frock coat, white waist- 
coat> and nankeen trowsers. Changed as 
was the dressing of fhe block, the wood 
remained the same, and 'spdow Wilkins, 
whom eiLperience <jbad tutored, saw at a 
^glance, -that he was not a priate worth her 
powdei^*’ forniimg his estimate of 

charactera H'om a naivow sphere of kz|^ 
ledge, imagined himseli^pyramid 
sequence* coQapared ^itn% tnereWndlady 
of an ui%an3as8ume4,a tone accordingly. 

Pray~this is the hotel—I want to 
know f ” 

Mrs* W. Very likely-so, SiP||jrhiJi what's 
your want of knowledge to don't 

lueep a i 

Criijf, (miA a start €mid a Sehtiol! 

you’i:b droU. ^ Seav air 

nuikes you sharp. 
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4Mrs, 




Folks shpidtl be sbarg^ that 
to do irith sharpers. 

Qrisp^ Don’t understand you^ •^Ma’am, 
thS'^may be mmne nMtnners,^ but permit 
me to tell you, Ma’am, that yo( 4 are speak' 
tug to—— 

Lord St. Orville, fissingat that moimnt, 
>tapped him ♦oti^the shoulder, and finished 
the sentence by —speaking, 
ftfe am, to C, C. Crispy sok fi^prietor^ 
im/entoTy and^patmtee of ^ cdebrated 

" fa Tinctura^ wh?r did{^t.^!^C)rvilie the 

* • *1 

mr>40"^thftiii< memoranauoi 


raway 


opporttliifty of^retiyning biamqi^ gfalefo} 
acknowledgmentAi* 

Crisp, {Tufirling his hat round in the face 
of Mr$, f^kinsy who ^ had xurtesied very 
lew to Ms •My^Loadiyour^ljiDid- 

.ship humbles me to the 
liiekiest iJB^nIa|MUs in agAin 

4^plomntermg youj^ ]^rdsli^-^ ,Lib^^my 

place this 1 





r w^m he taklta the pnestiat 
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ton IS l^Pray^ iny Lord^ if it 4lr not ask* 
ing too great a favour, would ^ou do 
me* the Xindneas only just to ask Mrs. 
Crisp, and Polly, as&d ]!ilana8sab, how they 
do. Mrs. Prisp never spoke to a 4Sitd 
in her life—there they are, in that post^ 
chaise* You know, i^dare say, my Lord, 
that I had the job to brii.g Lancaster 
down here, and it was such an opportunity 
for Mrs. Crisp and tlie chi? Iren tp see this^ 
fkshionabje places that .all th^ world taliel* 
about, that we esatld not let jt pass^ J 
* Hkoves impossible to 'sesiii;^ and * <m 
vilte moved tfpracds l^eddiaise, bt^iitp* 
mn befbr«f))ii|i> ^ 

Crisp. My dear, don’t be dsuAed-^ 
but I have met a Lord, a friend of min^ 
here, Lord St Orville <~end he’s coming 
topay'iMfatunpHfieatsq'*^Pdly, Manasseh, 
hold op yout lieads. * 

Aefit.'Orville approaahcd theoarri^ge^ 
Lanoadfew recUoed. hock, to avoid bein^ 
noticed; baf^e Eari can|i|lMt|^ii4M0*ait* 
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his iiuse, and without saving one word to 
the Crisp'party, walked quite round the 
chaise td the other door, and, opering iC 
himself, examined, with^vident surprise* 
the fail6ires of Lancaster, Lancaster, re- 
covering from equal surprise, placed bis 
handkerchief to his fqfhe;—St. Orville re« 
mained silent, the Crisps were dumb 
with amazement. Aftei; a short pause of 
recollection, Earl said, ** is Mr* Laa* 
caster capable of welling a few steps ¥* 
Without a m^ment^ hesitation, Lank 
caster motioned *iiA«h3tention of alight* 
ing, and ^ahing down the sM’ with hiC 
foot, quitted the«chaj^, and adoosupanied^ 
the Earl towards LytUeton's cottage. 

scsNa n. 

CiisPk More marine inanBbvs 1 suppose! 
Why now, if any one but a Loi^ had be* 
faaved so uppolitely lo 3 roii^ my deUr^JPolly 
-^l^sliould have set it ikwrn ibr the rudeat. 
things in woi^g; 
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Mft; Gri^. Chrj^topherf (ShristopKef 
/am iiotat all easy about yoprg^ngs^Em—• 
if J find you out deceiving I can 

nca; .believe dare not 1hinfe%f 

aucfa a thing—^nd yet your story abIBrthm 
njoping young man—and that strangagen^ 
tleman with his ricHU and treasures^ almost 
staggers my belief*—Kk Gi^p 1 Kit Crisp! 
take care what you are about, thisjUmcastet^ 
be ia great genius and poet and all 
that, as you-ley he.isr—inci^that rude fel^ 
1ow$ fiiat takes no more ijK>tice of me than 
^ post* may* be a Lord call him—4)ut 

i!kii%dycm’r^|||Dt^a<!te and d dupe ofj 
Wb^ if ypuf old tn^n^ and*yoW 
genius-T-aiKi your ilbbihaved Lmiy pro^ 


sham Abrahams,—and turn out arpart of a 
gang of su^dlersT I ktiow those sort of 


gentry^l^tfabse wnteri noplaces theit 
qUart^i^4^pdU:Tery pi^ty^guie yb«fd 
to'haveyeMar''^atte*attd^pr^ 
sioiii^Mdii^ac^ ^by^b^ng put in aU' 
newspapers with such fellgliifi ^ 
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Crisp. "Why, thy d^r>Polly, you Jiave 
got the %\ne devils! Icppose upon me! 
Peh! llnpossible ! ^ Do you thinkJL 
kn!o%JLord St. Orvifle the minor ? Besides, 
haviSVnot had the best possibly proofs ? 
Haven’t 1 touched 4he read^ ; a^d am I not 
going to meet the riolptranger himself ? 1 
have no doubt^Ahat w^shall be asked to 
spend some days at Moreton Hail. 

Mrs. Cri^. Time will shew, biit gmy 
am^^I to be stugk hei^ in the4:baise dl day 
to be stared at. ^ee, your genius and your 
lord are Walkin||^|i$ <fut of sigKt ?. . 

Crisp. '* Shall thfc ehaise ,j^oW- thens; 
dearestr oi^i—slajijM Jet me feok. at* tlw 

direction in the letter (taking out a Jeltert 
and reading) enquire at the Hotel for the 
f Cottage on do 

Posttoy, enquiry at. the holel fbr^thejqot-^ 
^ge OQ th^ beachr..for, pesjla.^. if 
coaiiter tfaat iPata^sgmn ,.i%RdIadis |«gia,;t,/, 
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. SCENE III. 

As he spoke, a pale thin female advanced 
towardi^ the chaise, whom, upon a nearer 
approach, he recognised to be Miss Aiabella 
Perryman of Cheapside. Mutual exclama¬ 
tions of surprise—Lord, Ma’am, nreyou 
Aere?—Lord, Sir, ifre you here ?—in the 
usual st}le of Cockneys, who meet at a 
distance from London, ensued, and*^ then 

t 

foUovvcd a history of the events which !;>a(l 
broQ^t each to Flimflaint<fti. 

Miss Perrymctii. WcMil it may be 'alf 
rights Mrs. Crisp, but* ydl^uat allow it is 
a mysterioaael&ir.' 

* Mrs. Crisp. Just w^at Tve been saying, 
Ma’am. 

Miss Perryman. Well, let them look 
to it, for they’ll be well 'watched 1 can teS 
’em; I wouldn’t hfive it go any furthe^ 
bat mV brother arrived here in the.aiid!^ 
*oqly this morning, and he haS got •bHtruo- 

* n 

tiobs, aye, and authorities too, that some- 
folks little dream of. Mr. Peter Perryipan, 
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though not a comtnon^council roan hkii- 
self, has^r^at influence in our ward, and 
one of the coancil,^who owes his dectk)*^ 
entir^ to roy brortier, rfever conoeals mtj 
political or city news from him,•and Mr.* 
Perryman often gives him a hint in return. 
And so, Ma’anj, thdf^rhole story of this 
stranger's comings to our house, wd bis 
royHenGfOElnink^ and his wbnderful riches, 
was eooiimmicated by my brodier to Mr. 
deputy ]\IoveaH« The deputy, you^imESt 
know, hwB the one of the tninistars 
at bis €ominan«P%/nothing pass^in the, 
corporatbn that Move^l has liit an opper«< 
tnmif of i9 certain ^eat foRcs,!^ 

who like to know how the cat juropfarooslg 
themtinens^ Some^eople sneer iithim,imd 
caU his aStivity filching and^carryingi imd' 
Retain dty rotors very often attack hiaaiw 
the opunciliaa a^ t!me>ser«err bM MovGaff 
can ^^eechify* ia his ton,, and while op* 

nosite part^ have all tkeir talk for 

V 
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thing, he has fouml out on which side hit 
bread is buttered. ^ 

Criip. But as to yojir brotlier's Instruc¬ 
tion and ai^hority, with respect to this 
Lyttletori ^ 

Miss Perryman, Why, Sir, I am not 
at liberty to say all 14vnoWr; but I can tell 
you, that it was no news to government 
to be informed of this strange fellow’s 
stSry and arrival. He is known^^and he 
is watclied i-^Mr. FHmflam and my bro¬ 
ther have had some*meetih|g 8 on the busi¬ 
ness 5 but when there is ociiasion, Mr. Per- 

t « • 

ryman can f;>e as close as wax.- 7 -I Ba{^K>se, 
Sir, you and Airs. 6 nsp mean to make 
some stay now you are here, though I 
don't know whether you will get even a 
single bed-rdbn;. I sha ask you to my 
hole of* a lodgiDj^, lor one is obliged to^ 
put np with what one can get in these 
plaoesf^but we shall pieet often at the U- 
bfaVies. 

A servant from the cottage now «aie 
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rived, and in pursuance of his directions, 
the chaile was dismissed, and the Crisp 
family took up their abode, not at “ The 
Hotel with widow Wilkins,” but ^ith “ (he 
woman over the waj/f’ at the Kew Inn. 

•scene it. 

Lord St. Orville and Lancaster walked 
on silently until they reached thd bcatji: 
St. Orville then said,,“ We are now se near 
the cottage, I fonpear. Sir, to give expression 
to my feelings ^ntil* we arrive‘there. In 
perfect privacy, and when you, aS well aa 
myself, are recovered from theeTfectsof our 
mutual surprise, I trust I shall receive a 
satisfactory explanation of the axtraordi* 
nary circsmstances, which oocgrred twelve, 
months ago, whdb for the fifkt and last time 
tve saw each other,” 

Lancaster* My Lord**-! think- 71 be^ 
Ueve—indeed, I am'determined—yes, my 
lord, I am resolved not to enter the cdl> 

ta|^. 
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St. Orville. Hov, Sir i >— reUnjuish xm 
^ylune so nobly offered you—abandon* 
patron so disinterestecT, so liberal, so pow* 
erful, as ,LyttIetonH->wherefore ? 

jAmcaster. To avoid you, my Lord ! 

St. Orville. Nay, ,then, Sir, it is expc> 
dient that I should press yon now ,—But I am 
prArented^>-Mr. Lyttleton has observed us 
fitom the window of the cottage, and ap< 
proaches to meet ns., 

W 

I.aneaster, Let me retcirn, my Lotd !-— 
(To Return ! Oh, whither ?•» 

Lost—Ibst-ohotnelese, friendless wretch I 
whither shall 1 wandpr ' 

St. Orville. Keep your own secret, Siry 
and 1 en^ge, upon my honour, to tquuw 
your fedings. You be innoosnt—rbed 

company is a ^aiid*bf ^spidoa; but, I, 
grant, is not of itself MflUoktot evidence of 
guilt.; I will not upon this subject 
before your ben^rntdr. By thf time we 
imt meet, you must decide^ udMthes yp<s 
will mcplain yourself unreservedly, or not. 
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Demodfilrale to me your itinocence, and it 
will makSft me happy ^ otherwise, justice w41 
oompel ate to ^close my feam to Mr* 
Ljttleton. 

Lancaster. Your fears !—That word, my 
Lord, implies existence of your “tiopes~ 
||iet t am irifioceftt-^I breathe ag^n. 

St. OtvillcM I were a scoundrel indeed, 
if, with a conviction in my mind, that^ti 
reality you werp the willing instrument 
of titled swindlers, th^ wretched agent of 
confederated robber^ of the worst descrip* 
lion, I could see enter my friend’S 
dwelling, and nOt sound an alarm. *1^ 
true, I am not at my ease, even while mere 
appearances remain so stroqg agaiAst yod; 
wkh no« better plea than your oWn asset* 
tion, that they dec^tive. Still, I oWn 
my heart indkiea, I soweely can tell why, 
to prompt a thousand doubts iti ydf 
half. Why wilt yon not second them, AA 
at oncoaiHay sbspioion! 

Lancaster. Would that I could, my Lonl, 
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—but now It is not possiblo^—the time t 
come; uid until that tit^ arrives, 
I feel I ought tp^ah^ui; ypj»e t<iprdship> pre¬ 
sence. 


SCENJE V. 

ri 

la/ttleton. (who had now Jointd them.) 
ITbattbs to yohr lordship, for this lund 
aUBbtion to my $iend. Mr. Lanosf* 
te% I*t^(»ce to see ^on so much reco¬ 
vered; I trust tiwwr pffiFIitnfliintOD^wiil 
complete tfiie restoraliftim of jronr hesldi,— 
Your ^»rits seet^‘’dt^res*^ i-«you are 
fttil^ued by your jot^ey'-rtake rny arm; 
’—my, ti^pityhu iio,-<>-$ijbnoe! don't try 

your l^lHijt^^iywget s^ger; 

but i« oar ^menv^drev, 

;FlilDll|Ainton in ait UjpW. Not ociy hag 

' iwetiior, 

and jpdientee, ^ the pebirafied JBkaa 
tura, be^W^ the honour of his own 'pre- 
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sence upon tts,*but Mr«r. Crfsp and Master 
CrUp, i^d a whole cargo of ]itf;)e Crisps 
were crammed into the chaise, and ard* 
iiow waiting in tbd High Street for farther 
orders. 

Lyttktm. Will you, my Lord, f%^>! 2 S.Sne 
so far as to send hhn directions to take 
up his abode, at ^ne of the inns, and let 
your servant tell Mm, that to-morroiv I will 
see him. 

Sl Orville* III take care of the Pfe- 
prietor. Mr. LaRcas^, a^eu-your inter¬ 
view has been short, our acquaintance 
imperfect; | trust, Ind^ 1 we diidl 
both be better satiniSM wl^ eacdi otW, 
ere a week has rbilai over onr headSa 

Yon EM acqaiuQted, then; I 

St, Or^k, yfA pme at tlw Imuse 

of a common 1 iouat%, 

they wait , ftn: me a|'.%$QHK>nt 


E 


VOL. ir. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


BCBkX X. ) 

c 

ItAKCASTEB, who, dori^g the last scene, 
bid semal times essayed to speak, but 
eachktime had only hesitatingly miitteted 
some inartiealate ^nd inbohereot sounds, 
felt eatreme relM vijien Lyttleton, having 
<eondncted him to an asnrtment in tbe cot* 
tage, and having utged him to tdce some 
refieshment, which was placed there, re* 
tired, lendng Idm alone. 

Whak from the MiH lingering efibcts of 
disease; hearl*skA; with/ tiie keen disap¬ 
pointment of yooti^l ririons; stung with 
remotse for many hraiscretions of a care¬ 
less life, one striking incident among which, 
St. Ortille *had most paiafplly revived in 
his memoiy; waving, through want of 
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firmness o£ pni^wBe, betW'eea dreacf of 
penury and detestation dependence; 
Lancaster, naturallysbold and vivid in his” 
conceptions, but timid end slow to embody 
them by actbn, thus breathed his Ihouglits 
aloud; and felt bis bosom lighti^iHl. and 
relieved by unheard tnnverse with him¬ 
self. 

(Lancaster a/ose.) Why am I herei-n-* 
In 'What quality have I entered this ^cot¬ 
tage ? — As a poor *hlm8-tdMr! — Alas, 
where on the wule Id can 1 make a 
better claira? Atf whet gate, hanpever, 
lowly, have 1 a right to knoijlti Who 
owns me—^who coresafor me—who ever 
bestows a moment's thought on 
A solitary—ustdeas^mitenbje—inledoper 
in society no e^ing, no pntfessioo, no 
caste wimtever—fl^ls ti8» fellow t Ob how 
I have dreamed i Wotdd I could atitt dream 
|on, and, living, he jiaoonsmoua toViijto 
.realities.—But, no, the trance fe e{nded««w 
[I wak^’~‘l see—I feel t—The akyi j^aa- 

a S* 
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tothl of imagihation no more have power 
to diann;—abatraotions theories can no 
nore odude my mind I 

Aogds, from their abodes above, may 
muse np^n the scenes of this our lower 
vtn^d,i.42)>t man is bom for acUon. Society 
has a fight to tlie* exertions of dl its 
members. What, theiif have I done for 
society r* what contribution of labour or 
ingenuity, or<of defence, have I afibrded 
to the comoKin stock; orajommon safety ? 
Nolhing^nothiagr~All*thBt is passed of 
life M, io regard to me—blank*—blank.! 

The futiire—what can I do iU-Loaded 
with oblations to ta diSdainful and irre- 
condleably ofiended relative, 1 fell from 
the i|ihere of life in which, with careless 
gaiety, I mdvefi; and fell lower \han it is 
the lot of many to^escend to. Now res¬ 
cued by a stranger's'lAeemosyuary aid from 
pMa^ and death, will he not claim me for 
his raBsomed slave, and watdi and judge 
me witlva loaster'a piivUc$ge? Even 
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my lips (ksireto thank hiih, as my heart 
does w^mly ;-*-bat the very phrase ai)d 
fashion of my speech grow matter of pep“ 
plexity to my mind, least inadvertently 1 
should oflend where 1 so arde^ly aapiee 
to please. 

This is the bitter eurse of a dependent 
state!—No action can be spontaneous— 
the tongue must wear a chain — the eyes be 
centineled, each motion must be made 
with trembiingacare*^ and man, “ In farm 
and attitude how lik^an jingel, in eompre- 
hmsian kow like a God!*' must meanly 
crouch an^ fawn, and fetch agid carry, and 
play all sorts of antics, like dancing-dogs, 
or muzzled bears, that are starved and tor¬ 
tured into performances revolting to their 
natures,* for thy profit or,thh pleasure of 
their keepers! 

I will not be this thingno, no, it is 
not yet too late—‘to labour ?—‘Alas, this 
frame wants strength—tbes^arms, t^i^ 
lingbs,—nature is ashamed of them. 



78 THB MA«IC or VnSAlTR. 

i 

Wdl, thenl' my miad diali work) my 
tdcntB be exerted, my genioe—!~> 
^ream again i>~Oh, Lanemter-^-beware— 
beware!—‘So aoon have ‘you forgotten the 
work^hotise pallet, where mind, and talents, 
„. an4. ffl*ni p 8 were laid, nothing-worth, on 
the same level with (he hocnblest and most 
helpless of the parish p^ j 

Have 1) then, -no free dioiee l*«>Mo8t I 
of necessity tecehre, «e bounty, the ibod 
aad dielter which I eamioteam ? 

What If. I noeepi ctbe liberality of this 
Lyttkton on aomethim like conditions— 
Soppose I aolfer^ him to pay .my present 
debts, and to advance «i stun- soffident to 
enable me to tesomemy fermer studies ?— 
I then qualify mysdf- Har my intended 
profession—2 pursoe it with energy;—2 
sooceed — I becedh emmentand ac- 


cwmniate prodjgieau wealth .•^d can-then 
rMyiheloati wtUi iffterest—and thus, in 
n^paeo nkry ieeaiB at leaat; canod the obU- 


gation,<*4nhia wonid %e glorious'1— It jnU 
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indeed require years a£ a8siduity> of actir^ 
perseveiiDg industry to aocomfdish sudi a 
triumph-^but stiJl U may be done. 

Doubtless, there will be many obstacles 
to overcome; one, and that not^e least, 
is the mortification I riiall Sufiejp^j i;>_^ 
re-appearanoe among that set, which I have 
so much caus^ te'execrate. The saUrical 
sarcasms of one, the freezii^ neglect of 
another, the gross teraarks of a tbir^ are 
' appalling anticipations; to say nothi^ of 
the danger of a* relmite into habite of in'* 
dolence, extravagaime, and depravity. 

And after sdl, 1 ^nnot think that I am 
formed for a physioian !~-Ttien, again, 
success in medical pursuits is, above all 
others, wuch-a lottery !-^erdiailbb, how* 
ever, a Idcky experiment uppmthe nervous 
system some duchefs of fashion, or the 
discovery of a spemfic Sot meliorating tbe 
decrepitnde of some oM libertine'.duh^ 
might vaise me to the suimiijt of> noiij^ 
rie^i*>*>Or if *I eoold stoop to dab profits 
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with some mere compotindar of drugs, who 
would play Puff (or me, magnify ^my skill, 
nd multiply my cure%; while I, in return, 
insist upon his solo capability of prepnring 
iny preSA’iptions, his drugs being to be had 
nowhere else. Such a confederacy would be 
another road to wealth andifame!—I might 
thus arrive at a baronetcy dnd might make 
the fortune of my puff apothecary! 

But, oh, bow many are there with rich 
and^powerful relations apd connections; 
with plodding haUits, ahd with blunted 
feelings^ none of which requisites have 
X who are already using the same 

means for the same ends. No, Lancaster, 

• 

noFate has not enrolled thee among 
courtiefv, in the form of a fashionable 
M. D. ‘ ^ 

What then is to he my'destiny ?—What 
future scenes await me ?—Silly, weak en- 
qiiury^^ To explore the future is as vain as 
tir lament past.>«>-Man is master only 
of the sii^glt momefat—^ how.”'.—O b! 
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what a 
be! 


spur to action shoufd that thought 


SCENE n. ^ 

The door opened—Lancaster arose from 
the sofa on which he was recKnUig—b:: 
pulse beat quiq}f, ^ncf his pale cheeks for a 
moment were tihged with red, at the en* 
trance of his benefactor, with Mrt White 
on his right hand, and Emma Cturendpn on 
his left. 

Lytileton. If, getyrally speaking, it be 
not good for man (o alone, much less 
is it so for the young and invabd; I there¬ 
fore bring you company. Mr. White, I 
beg leave to introduce to your better ac¬ 
quaintance, as a friend of mine, from 
whose goodnessj^ wisdj>m, cnH experienhe, 
you cannot fail to derive much improve¬ 
ment This young lady, I belie\je, re¬ 
quires no introduction from me;**bu^l 
must acquit ipyself of an incumbent 
by«i]iforming you, that jf, aa I have tvtry 
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rmm to believe, the skill of Dr. (^le 
has pr^eserved your life, to the zealous 
^kindness of this youn^ lady do you owe it. 

Emma^, Oh, no—no—no;—not to me, 
not to my kindness. 

LyttleUn. I fceg pardon; to the hu- 
matUty, then, of this youQg lady you are 
indebted for the benefit of his attendanoe. 

LoTieetster. Though to be tl>e object of 
Miss Clarendon's kindness would certainly 
be highly flattering^ to on^, who can boa^ 
no pretenstcms to auch distinction; yet, 
^.poor, humble, and, unfortunate, as 1 am, 
1 trust i dhall ever feel grateful both to 
her, and to you, Sir* for attentions which, 
I atn ^deeply sensible, can have no other 
mceivef than humanky. 

Very j)rett)lj espreased, and 
perhaps iwry true. What pretensions de« 
serving’ i young iady^s kindness you pos- 
.spipli w may ad<{uire, J must leave yomj^ 
4aldiei to dteUe; but for roytsdf, I mi^ te 
tMosmd tomy, 2 have only done that'whfeh 
I could not help doing. 
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Whitt, I befieve it, I belike it ;~beife* 
volence i# instinct with Mr. Lyttletoti 5 Sir. 
There now—see he frowns at rae.~Well, 
well, Mr. Lancaster, »wben we are by Our¬ 
selves, you will, I am sure, ^ untulge an 
old man’s garrulity; for this tof^^ue longt 
to describe, anc^to nrdise, as it merits, plii* 
lanthropy so rare, so wonderful! 

Lancaster, I know-—I am awate, Sir. 
Mr. Crisp has not been niggard in hi^dhk. 


tails of all the ei^raordmary circumstances 
that occurred in th^ place, from which 
this gentleman—o 
Lyttktm Nay^ my good friend, say 
at once this conjuror; for, positively, ac¬ 
cording to this worthy nwn’s account, the 
performance of a disinterested act o( htt^ 
manity, in this oottntry, weufd seem to 
entitle one t6 that appdlation, as much as 
the tricks of an Indian juggler. Bnt^he ii^ 
wrong: accident has given an air of ostcij^ 
tatious display, to what has beSn^ done inift 
thisdiisiance, because drcnmstaiiccs of 
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meeting ,of Mr. W^ite and Miss 
^arendon, are such as do not fvery day 
^occur ; but ,„l am myself well acquainted 
with many most striking instances of 
British ."benevolence and philanthropy, 
«,which, iC^published, would make as mar¬ 
vellous a chapter of rorrirance, as the in- 
cidents, strange as they are, which have 
brought us four together in this pleasant 
parlour; where we will now sit down, 
and talk over our future ^lans. 

^rAr/iS..That8 hi^way, Mn Lancaster, 
^whenever our lips ar^ pregnant with his 
0^0 just frahe, (how he con|rives to see 
it, I know not, b\it he does) instantly 
he snarls another subject But we shall 
baVe «^>orti^ties» I trust, io spite o f - ' 
I^ttktoii^ see the garrulou'E is (>n 
you, Friend ^hite I wish yqo to in- 
dolge rtt if it wiH not giw you pain, 
it :^M be imon aiji^erent toiw. Our 
^ung bore ^has. a^eaefy. tewired, 

.fcDfli -a^eouQt 
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history, as far as you related it 
Have ypu any objection to oof allottii^ 
this opportunity of becoming farther ac¬ 
quainted with the unhappy events which con¬ 
ducted you to that abode, -wherei m seeking 


Lancaster, I was so fortunate a&4;o discover 
you ;—and where both were so happy a^to 
meet this lovel/^nsophisticated chiU of 
nature;—who, wliether she be (kscended 


from you or not, cannot but be dg ^io 
you, from the^powerfully-interesting tJe- 
col lections she has gene wed in •your mind, 
and the tender f<^lit^s she has sekindle^ 
in your hq^rt. And if this fair and good 
gift of Providence b^, with so tu.xh ios- 
tice, highly-prijzed by you and me, my 
venerable friend, let us not forget, 
Emma’^ steps j^'ould not. hStve ^^ been di¬ 
rected to the gales of which you keplit|)e 
keys, had not another here fifst 
them. So that you perceive in a 
claimant on our gratituite, ^ 
iambus admitting him a party 
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ficMAtibI interviews^ W6 prove out wilUtig- 
um to repey our debt, and, at tbe ^me 
"time, bind btui over to our future ser- 
vice. 

Lammier. I deeply feel the honour of 
this con6daace; but there is, Sir, in the 
extraordinary ineidentli^:whi^ have brought 
about the preset^ ioferview, much that I 
am anidotis to explain. Though 1 can 
(and that is a pleasurable 

tadi) thou^ I can bpr to Itand before you 
as the e^et of ycHia^ pecuniary bounty, 
\ caimo^ continae jto, receive charitable 
eBteem. i» deeply feel,^ Sir,^ that not 
only am 1 with^t^ pretensions to any 
p^tion^ pf your good opknon, but that 
apptarimces^jmd situationy and report, are 
ail caloolated to render me an object of 
blame,: if not of Go^m^l'-^nd>^tlm I 
canu^ bear. 

My testy jSirl .{way curb tbia 

iimkiye spit% «hich^ ttt 

agfoea vVsUjh of onlicMy. 
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fraitle!—Pray are the appearaiK^i 
or ^ualion, or report^ from you 

fear contempt ? If you we an^ry that the 
fates have not placed you and in>^in a re* 
versed position, I wHl not try to soothe 
such ungrateful |re 5—neither wsil I inv«rati- 
gate what sour^pride or selfishness^ 
gtWs ris^o such a feeling! Tbeeppear- 
aticefs to Which you aHude, and the 
in which I first beheld you, abstractedly*- 
considered, afl^H^no criterion oflishaTacteif; 
and as to report^ you wrong me, if you ima¬ 
gine I form my esVmate of my aeqiiainK^ 

W 4 

ance by the^ scale^of go^ip rununtr. f. 

Lancaster. ine^ Sk; I am mirror. 

I have dreaded a toue of thought^md 
fedTrng ih one, whose eotuhict^ w Oppo¬ 
site to the oomnion-^ce^in^aof the 
world, ought to %ave iospireil me with 
juster notions isf his ifbperior s)md>p¥e^ 
evCA harrhig thebpr^adiees that 
ndhded wotikd hah^ 

aild' 4 eiierishfed aig^idUdl.lQi^^ 
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silaation as a parish pauper, still there will 
tfemaip much, to apologize for in |he trans- 
* actions which pkced ""me there. 


Lyttle^on, For these a^polpgies we have 
no leisure now; nor, in my mind, can 
even a moment^be well t^eltowed on them 
at any time. The fco^ejgion of error is 
useful, because, in minds not incorrh 


gibly bad, it is a pledge of its relinquish- 
but ihe task of extenuation 
is nH^Iy lah effort ^to ^ake men 
our ^tions through of our own 

.formatKin, instead <4 trusting to their 
own means of vision; and surely the good 
opinion of those Tsfho do not judge for 
them^lve#, is little worth possessing. But 
^ will change this topic. In the free and 
C0nfidentta}'\ intercourse, •which St is my 
desire shall subsist between all of us now 
pr^nt, we ^ull h«ve enough of oppor* 
for discussion, as well as narration, 
pnaepilf I am apxioup for the comsln- 
•ion of '1^, WhiteV story, in wh^Hhis 
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)Oung lady, I oannot help believing, 
a natural interest. Come, sit you down« 
my Emnfe; and whjje yon crowd t>f tri- 
flers are parading up and down the Steinc 
there, echoing short nonsense dkntences 
from group to group, let -^5 listen to J^e 
lips of age, andftearn^a lesson from the 
annals of adverstter 
^ H^hite. I obey your wishes, my 
bene^tor; and having, since the last time 
I talked upon th| subject of my wnha^f!^ 
daughter, meditmd much and u^ully oti 
the painful theme, I ^ope I shall be ab|^ 
with more tranquilRty than I eoufd then 
command, Ho dwell ^upQU those scenes 
which memory still presentsin vivid colours. 
If, however, the remeinbiance of a viltain, 
of a monster, should exate a^ ire, that is 
almost impious to*the great Creator, scru¬ 
ple not to rebuke me. 1 will conteiui with it 
Yefwhen the iniage of an E^gtbn comes 
to blast the otherwRe so fair creation dl 
this'carth—oh*! how hard it is lo recoii^ 
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‘ forgite will l»e more 

ccKeetedi ' ^ - 

: When latt we diso^rsed upon this sab> 
}ect,^l was tpeakii^ to you 'of that happy 
penpd ^^len my daughter, Harriet, grown 
up to womans stale, renewed wilhtn my 
widowed breast ajo^ actit^e ititei?est in the 
scenes of life, 1 wii&llot he guilty of 
injustto 1b v%er tnefiiot]^< hy atle^ptingf 
to ^ddimhe^her tzih^ ii|p, 

’^^peemed^ periee^^ tiiat; per- 

fectaojo was tei)d^t^\TOMb1y-pr^ by 
its^emhlfthce to ha* beloved motha 1— 
She was a lovelyAaml acerni^iished girl, 
in #ie' prime of*^*otfth and , full of 
bcaqi^i she wes also^ the sole heiress 
to aff ^ the wesHh her doating hilha 
had accumulMedv amounting to a sum 
vriwph, at that ^4103^ ; was e&lled a 

7 

dower worthy o€ »- Prfoce. T^re wei^ 
iadei^,’ no r^ruK^es then, who eoeH a 
^nitliot«^«lBach*;enVied wealth,- in harter 
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for c(mvfeelio& ^ith a croirtfs bat 
were not wanting in my Harriets strain 
the SDi^ of who fottnd tbeir "way 

even to <mr fmmbie ckrcte^ and ifvtih a 
crowd of otbf^ ^ felt tj^fieigned 

a dame.** Amo^ tbeae^ snitprB tbene 
waa^ofie tmtned Effington*" ^>His oiannefs 
were apecjcM^ ^l^4^itotion imleiiited:; 
and tli4 cAreomspeetioa of hie conifatct in 
our oompanyiBO mmei%,ibat 
to the decked of eiqr 

Harriet and me, a tna|f:liifluiem3q(l 
fmeat seme of bcmouri and ^ 
amiable ifUf^ilaes oCbuman na^re. Wi 
ibrtune waa }arge\ and be iwm bnown to 
possess peculiar means of ikm^mg i% 
by a knowledge of mobe^ tmn^c^iooai^ 
then very fait, Thi« Ei^gton proiered^ 
her hia heart a^d hanc!» in an esrtt 
hour,' fetal, fetal, hourmy Msprriel^ 
the sole dbrnnn of Ufef ^tbe joy ^aod 
hope of my old ago, was nnreijlderod 
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ihe ftrtifices'of this Effin^ton, and became 
his bride. ^ 

A* very few day^ elapsed ere the var¬ 
nish of hypocrisy began to lose its effects, 
and features of deformity became visible, 
where only perfections before appeared. 
In a week,—yes, Sir, in a single week,— 
the mask was altogeth^ useless; and he, 
who had seemed all virtue, exhibited, with^ 
out the slightest effort to conceal them, 
proofs of the ba6estitio|$ves, and the mean¬ 
est deprfivitks of^t;^ human heart. Oh, 
what a sickness of the soul was mine, when 
first the pionster \)arst upon jiny vision, in 
all hisiindktguised^efofmity, and my shud¬ 
dering recoUeetion toM me that my child, 
my datling Harriet, was his—irrevocably 

his—for ever ! Fathers! father's! beware 

< * 

to whom you yieW yoifr precious trust ?— 
it is not enough that ye do noi sell yeur 
spring; take heed, take heed, that they 
‘ are not s^len f ^ 

Lanmster, Could there exist a .being 
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such fa you (^snA-ibe, Sir—and did he xoft 
bear upon bis front some caution.of-de> 
formity, wiun tbe , uabaffy victe of 
his act^rsediartifice? 

ffhite. Yqtf wound me unintentlatiaUy t 
I should have Scther'a aye, a 

father’a.caution, (sbould have saved, his 
ohiklbut, no i%»y- miauspectii^i; .heaf t 
never (mce pccMnpted the idea of amn iit^ 

OF. AVARICE,: j^e ,.iitas. 
drunkardr-no .spmdthtift««mQ- .pmest^** 
any one of .those bwlm he^, Im wcmkl have 
bad a brand caution on-^^s-.c^ractosc 
and I idiouid have ^mr^eds hts .ovei:ture8$' 
but, masked as the viUsiuk wiui, I led-hiiOk 
to my childToL. seocmded..>j^ views- .upon' 
heradbctboi and ahe^ vin dnty, Upt fmm 
love, receded his pr(^ered;hand, ,o:V." ' 

JjjfUleton, Wh^. wassthe oati^ of the 
discovery-.you.madff ' 

White. A discovery tbaiafiiaU^ 

In tite short suit (too* shor^ .dlw 1 I^wn)* 
that Ite had pai3^ffly daughter, acSp^Kthe. 



THE MAGIC OF WEALTH. 

• > 

r 

v^in feigned, I fanded^that bis passion 

was <Hie of mote than common ardour; 

her pfesence tirought smiles in hU ooonte* 

nance—her attentions seemed absolutely to 

delight 4)ii»: his eyes watched every move* 

ment of her Kps, and Uie mere mention 

of her name gave b^rth ardent ughsf—* 

Sir, ali this was attifices^e never felt the 

master passion of the human soul, he 

never knew the bliasful joya of love.-** 

”Sn ootunrd sembUnoot of the human 

fomi, he was whhont' a human heart. 
• ^ 

His hollow breast was a chill cavern, in 

which no passion gi-ew, save only atamcb } 

faaneftil to all eaiatenee but its own*— 

■ 

mingled with which, nor joy, nor love, 
nor nterey to mankind, nor hope in hee* 

ven, can live I Such was the husband— 

< * 

no, let me not abase the hdy title—such 
was the master—of the poor slave, my 
obiM!—Foigtve these tears.— 

' There are few such dwrae* 

diaractefs as that which ^ are ^lea^cing 
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of:—I once encountered such a man-;^ 
but proceed, Sir. 

White} A very fey days after thd* wed¬ 
ding, with tearful eyes nay £brriet related 
a conversation, in which Effiof^kni had 
expressed hit design of going to retuio at 
Calcutta! I fie^ to ^Effingtoo, and de- 
mfeided explanatfna; The villaia knew I 
altogether lived on the smiles and endear¬ 
ments of my child. He had been ofl^red, 
he said, the means of amassing an 
mense fortune in Indk^ and bluntly todd 
me, that he could not affiird to let snch an 
opportunity escape.* I'quickly discerned 

the monster’s motive ^was to extort ftom 

• 

. me. by this and oUier cruel artiSeea, the 
last shilling of my property: for 1 had 
settled idmost all my real .estste on 
Harriet, as a marriage portion. In despair, 
with a frantic blindness, I heoame his vic¬ 
tim. At immense loss 1 dosed, wi|h vmte- 
ful speed, the whole of my commereiar 
ooflKi^ns, converted all spedes ofVny pop- 
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s^iom into* money, ao4upon tnyjLiiees 
implored the barbarian to accept whole, 
as the price of the only eartfily happiness 
I sought, that of passing my days under the 
same ro^f with my poor Harriet 

The bocHT yields and the voyage 
to India> which had nevhr been intended, 
but aa & rod of tetfor tq^ doating father, 
was pretended to be abandoned. 

One, hoQne ag«n was mine and my 
‘TfStnet’s; |)ut oh, hpw ^fi^rent from the^ 
tTre-ude that she •bad used to make so 
ser^ely loyotts. 

Instead of tfie cireAib. who with smiles 
of gratito^ t^nd joj^ carolled a^ay the win¬ 
ter's eyenkg, or tanied the harp, or with a 
virtuous, eneigy r^ted the moral tale, or 
traced with, fairy fingers em the t^gin Mtin 
the^rden*s blc^njpg^^illties, ^.pl^se^^ 
parent’s ips^Tt^e qu^.step of 

je^;to lu^ tte perani^bn knew was 
W«r to Join in the e»}iveaiug 

dance, o(^ atlepd the pleasures 
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wu DOW the scene 1 ^ Vtfen 

w|^ present, that bn^baj^ whq|i 
society oojjjht ^ (litve efieit^ aniil^t of joy, 
and bdanu of conf^noe, my HaraUt4 lips 
were dosc^ by ind^er ej^s shmw* 

^ the of M^SW'. 

When we were alon^ it ,was « painful strug¬ 
gle on both our pirts to /li^ve other 
by our looks, and our hiw^uit^f^ smtei^pefl, 
into a forgetfulness of pur real 'i^ciC^S|^»I 
read the sad volu^ie pf he ir wo^ In 9^%^ 
every tetidet e^^t |o kMjii.teay 
knowledge. Her fajjed^ludbtf l)eA{(^w,« 
languid eye, and wasted wim finr i^je 
pressively told the tail thin ^1 th^ elo¬ 
quence could sp^k-' Yd, witn 'sQ^ a 
conviction on tny„ maf% f oA'en t(iM to 
smile. 


sucQ^ed mon^^ '||gi^''monotpny 

sW^t Sqdde^y, ^r. J^qls^on ^ 
ange in his domi^tic arrangetaents^ 
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excited my i^rprise, aod.aftematdi 
sibpicion. 

Avarioe being his god, he had fixed his 
^tabluhtnent upon a scale of absolute par> 


tfimony. ^S fable waai.a miser’s board, 
.and fats coinpatiidM consisted of a few Jew 
money bt‘okers,’and two^or three lawyers, 
more celebrated Jbr their cunning than 
their ihb^ty. Of course, I knew it was 
tor aotiHr Btratagem, that he changed his 
plan im far, as to furnish mditionai rooms in 
his hoti'sc^ that be %et up a new carriage, 
sported gaudy lirerietf, and announced his 
intention of giving dinnetf^ Seeing com¬ 


pany, and introducing; his wife into the fa- 
ippnable world. Aware that there was a 
Plmetobe playedon 1 his nbw field. I watched 
ihehypocritetho8tq)lrrovsly,8nd particularly 


fbvestlgated the ctfkraeters whom he intro* 


dtioed to bis table, which I was con* 

Ip * 

'Scidas wmldJbe spreiftl with luxurto •'only 
for- a Imt, '-l^ese peitons oondiMM 
Chiefly of cettaiw oommon-place so^t of 
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people of eadi sex, in %ie higher ran^s of 
life; who are always to be commandeti by a* 
short invitation to good dinoer8> kAnd the 
chances of the card-table. These mere 
•figuranti were, boitever, neeessaiy, in order 
that the principal perAdihers Inight not 
be so abruptly brQughf fcSrward, at to dia* 
play at once the story of«tbe ballet. 

Besides such characters as these, Mr. 
Effington had always ^ery much spoilt 
a (nan named Emon. Jia called him his 
friend Eaton, but f w^fli not be *guUty pf 
impiety against the*raae and mored rjua- ' 
lity of frieD'dsld|),*and|^ tbersfoih, (rilliM^t 
designate this dirty /tgent by tlie name 
of friend. It was the pravinoe* of < this 
Eaton to, act as 'a sort of ^ J|Kdt«U .ia 
this Hyntna's 8pp4ti,te gold. Himself a 
gamester, without the incambnu|ce of a 
guinea, or a charaater-^be, nevertheless, 
associated with inan^ who had w«aftl|.u» 
’l^teSpective, aitd reputation at mjrse t and 
Srhms salvation dqiended upon the pteser- 

F 2 
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TBuon of the Uttetftat wbsterer ezpence to 
*4tie fonaer 1 Usury was to the soul of 
EthngtoD the .very revelling of enjoyment: 
sod so many pigeoned youths of fortune 
had Eaton planed within, his gnwpt that if 
he bad bt^n suscnptible of ^ratitftde, he 
must have felt it towards .this agent; but, 
no:—it was not fqr the food be had already 
procufed for his avarice, that his purse 
«Gd. his iible were oj^ito him, but tor the 
hope and expectation 4f that which it 
was yet ih his powA* to gather. 

1 observed, thab jiut previously to, and 
eubsequeift upon this 4}ewi sjBtem, there 
•ras more than usual earnestness in the 
ooofereooesof Etopgton and Eaton: their 
dosettings were more frequent, and their 
eppoiatments*'ma^e more pru^uon. 
<6ome plot 1 foresaw was in agitattoo, hut 
SO'caretolly was it concealed, thst till its 
siewle^emenil i hsd*nolaansiMcion of its 
object. Almighty heavens*! how could 11 
Were tlie tale net my own—if my*own 
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heart and memory did not,. in agonizing 
wounds, never to bl'^healed, record ifie 
fhcts, n(t other humtln eviden«e« coulcT 
make me believe that a being, be^ng the 
form and features of maav couldi for the 
sake of goldj sUfal fronr a fond father-s 
arms his only child, givfe her the name of 
wife, and then again tor gold, deliberate^ 
plan her prostitution,»and his own dis¬ 
grace !* 

After a few days previous'^nneusoe* 
ment, th^re was-introduced, as recently 
arrived from France,* a Countess D'Entre- 
^ile. drhis forei^er^becaihe a *oonstantr' 
'^itor—atmoUt «n ipmateof*the family; 

' and she acquired, in a short space of time, 
.8U(di an ascendancy over the mind of my 
dear Hsrriel, kitat a fond (pther’s heart 
grew early jealous of famnatioM which 
operated so powerfidly ■ on the afiecrioos 
and confidetioe of his darling diild;— 
though he then lUUe dream^-to whaba 
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dire erreis that power would impel Ua 
viaim. 

* You( Sir, who have mingled to largdy 
with the world, may possibly have seen an 
approximation to D’lilntrevilie, in some of 
those highly gifted and accomplished cour¬ 
tezans of the Continent, whose talents 
wei*B in BO much request -among diploma¬ 
tists of the old school*, brilliant wit—'a 
sportivO, yet elegant fancy—a vivacity ex- 
faiWating, yet never overpowering—-a pru* 
tient licentiousness of seiniment, a>nveye(l 
in laugoa^themostaelicate—aform6nely 
mdilded in bidautiful*prdportion8—a face— 
ob, never will it be absent from my mind’s 
view! In no other have I ever beheld 
eyes so(^ aa D’Entreville's; they were 
diamonds, endowed with all the eloquence 
of speedv—of fnor&-than .speech; thdr 
power was rather that of tnusio’s magic 
charm—at will th^ elevated, or depressed 
thwauai, whose every passbn they cotdd 
raise or quell.” Scorn never was conveypd 
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90 fiMeefuljy. fagr language, ea bje^tbe mti^' 
eloquence of Uiose ^es, in unifton, ^pH}& 
tb^'exprission of her curled lips 4 ;. i^rfver 
did the voice-of joy, ’With huj^n 
once, so delight thb' h^art, as ijfhen t^y 
played.in'OQiKordKwith her-diqipied si^ij^ 
Oh,'that a'Surface such as this 8 hQp]d;,hh 
the rind of siuih a S>athsonie .core 
I forget .myself ;'r>the iheme is^so prpii|ic 
of strong recollecticins,..tluit I. shall grow 
te^Ofus. I wih| -tljenj. . 00 , 1 ^ »y,, . 

C^untesf D^lnlrevilie, wist .pop., pf? 
worst,.'ir•.-noi:,jlhe.. 1 ?qi 5 ^^.iipaS’l! 4 'f 
deceivers-of manl^ndf who,hags.j|,detm^’<i 
spiriit in^aW.angol^ i^^p^jpa- 

ih^, when I wa^ n hqy,. .baye I arraigi^ 
the genius w^h>co«^ithSgi^.A ph^sp** 
■jhse ep ^Bi^turahy disgusting as 
im6ft ,-^ps{^u|u)!aay wi^ r JbAt I h%ye to - 
j|^w« :^t,ipoifder. is np. bgr tp^hh^’s 
opumt.fA iinai) '<Hr. ,w 9 imsn $; and. st^e^v-hed 
mbitioit. in her bnmst to ten^ faenjt^lisp 
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bloody purposes. Milwoo<f, again^ I used 
to think the overstrained conceit of Ltllo’s 
4lckly fancy; alas! too many rfal Mil* 
wood B prove the portrait true. Yet, in 
such instances, tlimns the strong ex¬ 
citing passion of revenge, diidden from 
the world indeed, and not unfrequently $6 


latent, even in the nuserable bosoms 
which it ligitates, that they cannot them¬ 
selves account why ruin to mankind yields 


‘ them delight Bat,Sif,inD'EntrevilIe,IIo8e 
all clue of pasnou; in her, I can trace no 
motive stronger than the love of ^in, for 
the perpetration of 'deras as infamous in 
purpose as Milwoodls or Macbeth’s. I 


know that there are nations, where the 


hiraliog bravo subsists by the foulest 
doeds of murder. Yet I hold eran the 

, t 

assassin avocation hooourable, when com¬ 
pared with that vile work in which the 
talents and the charms of D'Entrevilio 
wtre exercised. 
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Lyltkitm. Etfiogton—-But I will 

not ioterrupt your narrative 6y question^*- 

JVhit^ I aaid ibis Countess becacnt 
almost an inmate at ^Effingtofi's house* 
She was introduce^t^ our cirqle nearly 
about the s^ne time with Sir Edward 
I^^ewit^gtoo, a young baronet^ just then 
come of and into possession of one 
dl the largest fortunes in the kingdom* 
Until the, very day he was twenty-one 
years old. Newt^igton wa^ under the 
guardianship of ti narrow-minded mother* 
having Ibst his fathea when a mere infants 
A defective educatiot^ weak iq^jellects* 
juvenile unboundc'd confidence in Baton} 
who had raised himlargesuma of money 
v^bllst a minors a handsome jgerson, an 
eager vanity to acquire fashionable noio« 
riety, by any ^eccentric •display of his 
newly-acquired power and wealth, were 
the Apposite qualification which rendered 
this young man the^very desired object fqc 
the purposes of Effington. 

• Fg 
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The ta^k which Eaton ^indertook was 
ta Entangle this weak youth in an intrigue 
with the wife of his friend, by pointing 
out to iiim the glory of the conquest^ 
^ which he^ great HlMk* the total indifie- 
renoeof her husban^Tand ^er own USN 
guardedness) arising from the absence 
of all suspicion of evih appeared to ren¬ 
der sure (f^d easy. The talents of D' 
treville •were to be exerted, vile com- 
bination/upc^the intende^emale victim; 
and the dlsplayed^ejfy all 

description* 

•• The *)£Qang nea^t, 4the young female 
heart especially, will not long remain with^ 
out a votary. My Ilarriefs heart had 


worshipped no other earthly image, but 
tlfkt which filial duty and'affcction had 
raised for fier* adoration ‘ in her fatheria 
fetiji. Wot her husband, she endeevoared 
{o dherUh tfce reverence and i espect which 
a, cense of dut, created; but thid was a 
' rimenceawith which no warmth of filing 
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miagidd—it wat a spedes ef .cold hoiMge, 
paid by ordinance; and which she tnigKlI^ 
have tendered to an eihgy of marUe, bad 
she so been taught^^uth no less apathy. 

[As he conclude|PMnast sentence, Mr. 
White drew a^small padCet of letters ikun 
his bosom, tied round with an almost 
wrn>out piece of blabk ribband.] 
WEfavin^ thus introduced you, ^^bntinued 
the old gentleman, to a sufficient aiSquaint- 
ance with the Witers of thq||a letters, and 
chapters named in tbdr contents, it 
will b^^lm painful to nl^ an^may vary 
the monotony oP mjr nanativef if 
Lancaster would*rea^ from thim the |)a9^ 
sages I have marked in red ink, as' th^ 
carry on the thread of my poor* HarricA 
history ju the very wordv pf the par* 
'sonages themselves. , * 

This letter is from the Countete IXiBo* 
ireville^'to a confidential fdinale friend 
then resident at Bath, and ^appears Ip 
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baye beeb wiitten on hef- first arrivid iit 

ItOIMbo. 

Zamcatier. (readme)— 


Tht CowUets D'Entreville to Madame ue 

Courcy, 

V ^‘Hanoeer Sjftare, ThursdayA'< 
*‘H«« I am, Constantia—Whirled to 
"Ais gay metropolis in a >chaise and four, 
I stepped from my wingM vehit^ into • 
iu more splendid mansion than (• have inr 
, habited «ince the deatb-’of that poor devil* 
and rich old rogue, the Puke De Lolme. 
Nothing more superb have 1 seen out of 
fwis. A complete set of seivants are 
hired, and absolutely paid, as 1 under- 
Btsm^; and-^~«-but vou, yvho recollect the 
tj^jd^ags of ten years ago, will be able to 
hn^De all 1 enjoy here, without &tiguing 
tpyself with description, when I assure 
yot^ thaf *our revels of those days am 
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brought .to tn;^ mind by the appeartu^s 
of the present. Eaton was in waiting to 
receive me, but 1 have not yet seen his 


master, Effington.^^^ is this moment 
announced. * 


** An escape—an escape, my dear Con* 
S)^ntia! Never coiifd an old proverb— 
^■speak of the — ha\e been so aptly 

applied ai when I wrote the woid J^ngton* 
^Tis well—^yes, the woik pays me it is 
well—that I dii not *666 my task master 
before fllad become his hireling. The cold 
viper—I really dr^ad^the effedfs of the"^ 
sight of him;—no, not the sight of the 
creature—for he has really'eyes, nose> 
and month, and bands, and feet, and be 


apeaksH^yCS, actually speaksv^which you 
know is a discriiinnating quality between 
our two-legged species, and what is telkned 
iha brute creation. Had it not have been 
Ibr this faOolty, (and even as UJs, I verily 
it* iorallibUity as a test) I shoiiti 
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pl^ this Ellington in some hitherto <ttn^ 
known class .of animals. Bat you shaU 
judge fdr yourself. 1 was at the Upper end 
of a superb saloo^i^en Baton followed 
into the apartmentlp^mployer, Edington. 
I took your lavourite attitude. IVly per* 
ceptions, you well know, are quicks than 
the lightning: I glanceJ, hut nothing mot 
my glances; I gazed—-Aa countenant^, 
or, if I Height coin a word, a hotno-suiface. 
Chilled me for a.moment. I rallied in* 
staDtly-**>bent uponr revenge—and all the 
artUlery^of my eyeaj Ved with alt'the fietf 
my mil. wereaf^nce discharged; b^* 
with ncf more edeo*; upon the object'^df 
altat^, than might have been produced 
upon the marble pedestal to a bust Of 
OeopiM:ra, on which my arm ,red^ned* 
Hq smiled, indoeeb—if > that motimi of 
wlycdi shewed his uf^ier Useth^ 
morhp not rather the appellation eta ehar!; 
and thteoy. tsith cold iamilin»ty, as if yrii 
liad bebn acqa^intaticoa tot ages, ^ 
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1Q«^ ai)d P’Entreville, Ojor 
uiulortakjing ^ u a most ex^nslve spec^*;. 
iioni ant^ if it fait, will malte me. cursed 
this hour; but Eaton is your gi^ant^ 
as w^U as your conSpe^-^gpod.' 
spee4f I mean-^ shall Be K}a<le well wcp^jt 
your efforts, Madam, I assure* yoiki Jea:' 
this mansion, which is«o admirably adapted 
foit^ur purpose,^ust be surreii^ered ia 
lass than, 1^0 months: 1 on|y^4kia 
trust for a minor, and his gusirdians ar0^ 
deteiinit^; to aiog % chancery aiit 
a^ntly to issue, wbilh I hare Irotract^ 
as long as prudenti jjT^ese paifiinigs and - 
sculptures are the property^ 6i Xardi)^ 

; and 'my friend,; Mosel 

f ’’ f ^ 1 

who has bought tbem''K>r the^Cavdtht^ 
charges. me,;in extravagant rate oi 
the' jtise V them^i .b«id^,« the vafinliirjef 
f^ants will rite' in their demWtds^l^ Jt 
si^ld be neceasfiy tq keep-^H^jqvf^^Ihe 
(|q|rter. Nevvington,. too, will be gettrog 
eveiy <day 
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lie is liable to fall into otb^ bands. You 
then, there is not a j^inent ^ be 
: I« therefore prefer^ business^ to cere- 
mony> and thus frankly confess my wishes. 
Fleojple ss^r I am money—-you may 

supine 80 too;—perhaps I am;^—^if bO| it 
follows that I know the value of it, and, 
I am sure, can neva* lay it out to more 
advantage, than in the ||^rchase of yf|ar 
speed, -on this occasion, in addition to 
your skit!/ 

^ At that instant, donstantia, when 
my sdWis'^ had alniost overpowered my 
> sense ofMnterest, aod even the magic of 


wealth had almost lost its inflaence upon 
m soul, I was prevented from that ruin, 
which the words hovering on my lips 
would have brought upon our plan, by the 
Ennouacement < of the carriage of Mrs. 

1 must vanish,’ cried the 
ytftary cKavEricc; * Eaton, take yottr 
cue 5* * 

It W8S*e viat of ceremeny,^ forced oa 
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her by her husband. She is wnqu^ 
tionably a begut)!i^ but an air of‘aorrow per<* 
vaded herVx>untenanoe. My first sensation 
was a pleasing admiration^ it was succeeded 
by something like a of pity* whkh^ 

combined with the embers of resentment 
against her husband, I verily believe would 
have saved her^ at ttie expence of my 
rep'^ation for el^ as an intriguarUe, but 
for some circumstances which I shall have 
occasion to menticjp hereafter.^ 

% e ♦ 

ft • •Ahkhr « 

White, Enough of that letter, MA Lan* 
caster: now take t^ia,*^from th^young 
baronet to a friend at •Oxford. .The ex* 
tract marked, you will perceive, is neither 
elegantv nor sensible; but it is illustrative^ 
and cbarac^erstic. 

Lancaster, {reaiingY 

NO. ir.' 

Sir Edward Newhigton to Charlos 

* EanshaWf Est^. 

«!rBik no more, Dear Fan^w, of 
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ypur ,Maria(^-<^your charming Sophia®? 
come to Zxmdon-—come tM||iinomcnt| fly, 
at all* risks, from hum-drum Oxford, and 
I will intjbduce jou, you dog, to sorac- 
thiog iilive. Oli, Vanshaw! ‘ in compari¬ 
son with D’Entreville, ail womankind are 
1 

dull, inanimate %ure8—canvas characters— 
sLill-life daubs! —Sophia Mardn, 1 ottn, 
J have qalled, and ^il^ce thoughr* a 
beauty t stid even so I did Maria Dawson. 
But then I had not^eei^ the D’Bntreville! 
Oh, Fanshaw, cctaie and see my D’Entrc* 
eiiiel—But why slioula X urge yon so 
tnucb,^^ibre I am -sure of my own bap. 
jiincsB, in possessKig tlie prize ? For after 
^onr delighted ^yes have roen set a spark* 
Hug, by ■ glimpse of my D’Entravilie, 
you would as soon ma^e love to the wax* 
work figures at Weattmnster ^Iwy, as to 
jAria or even Sophia. But 1 fhiuk|am a fool 
^^itivite you, for 1 ^lu not }'.t sure of my 
j>wn fekaty, aa I oaid beluru) though, 
thanks to a tolerable share of t^ pec- 
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sonal>leaess that pteases that 
more thankip^rl^ps, to ^hat ^article 
which nfy good mamma nursed io ^weil 
for me fer nineteen yeajs—you gujesa whstt 
I meau—the magicdt^enny^ you^know-— 
the silver key, as they call it—I thixik 
altogether, through figure and fortut^. 
1 stand a good chance. 

^Though 1 ^Say whisper to 
let it he mum, Fanshawr^ D^EntieViile 
siloes npt shew tn^ ^mshm for: 


taterestj in- §y?ry aysi. thee 
'ine>off iii'-d fine 

who » iiorHyj;'t)^cct& hy Ut9>> dBaii^ 
cays, fae is sare ihat %he Is/^oitei^ 

wil^ year humhle serv^lh ' If 1 

JR^;of*ocmree I ehould npt 
•«n^gw' toKtgh an4 lament luf 
tihe%'Cert^}y'prMty/eud yopri^, 
t^ti«>^Bat <as for 
‘St rotUiop 

iW'S. oji^' pM%'-f^«S:; 
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M^tiuleiily fotfdjof money, ifaat tbe tmB of 
^ wing, or ''fa s. rgeon’s' ould bf b# 

A small ^part of the ^ama^ea, slSould oae 
&U irjfo hU dutches. No, nO| my kd! 
if ever 1 am clipped to tiie tone of “ ten 


:&9U6and,'’ it shall be for something th^ 
.will cut a Jietter da:>b'in history, than trm 
most glorious uproar ^t can arise ftOBi' 
.^y af^r with F.fBngto^Vifs. 

^ . "%it £at<m is out in his conjectures*. 
^ aotl^t; her^pretty |ky«^ she certainly has 
b^ I ^pect they wander-tuio* 


Do kaqw Gon:onr>-Cblonfll 
Gb^nn^the Monmoutbsh^ Gmrdon 


^ 0 ,W..the, devil shbpld'^yqu, though, now 
It/y^noUect: ,poqc; Fanshaw! ooop^ op is 
;#^.jp^khfn bousesr^ called cpiIegN; whst 
Sah-the most* spirited qf'us hnow of.4>e 


aprid% I dare s^> y<tu jiever hflai4 bis 
«a|s^,p ..but .he’s devili^ wsU j^wn 
ns is town-^ fine, fehojfw-a 
ihi^bc^e,.,is«!nrr^ ei^leh^.* 

Ishh’twt % * 
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tbi^, that ^ggr rattled a •—But wNpre 
Ihe devil havel^|tllt to?—<kjscriting Cotond 
Gk>rdon, when I was about to ^ve you a 
description of my P’Entreville^? — Bat 
thats impossible, so for that reason I 
won't attempt it: only take this—that she% 
the most charming, n)pst fascinating, most 
bewitching that ever played the 

devil with the hatff of a man! You might 


go into her company froma funeral, and 
if she pleased sb€il set^ou a dancing with 
joy; or if from the aniddle of'a jig she 


takes you in a" corner, ^nd chose^o make 
a fool of you, she hiS the art*of length¬ 


ening your face in a moment, and making 


you look so sad, and si^h so loud, 
that the whole company point at poor 
Romeo. • 


“ With all \his ^ knowledge of^ker 
power, Faushaw, I feel no indinatioa to 
keep out of her w%y; in fact, I ^ttd a(l 
my time in her company, thoifgh thenria 
ncp meeting her out of ^he set that 
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abojaMliln,' alwa^''ib<: 

i^her/ «their in' ' S^coane/ «l 

I)*£ntnBville’s, or at £ffingtont { and;»odi. 
&inoui^ parties they are>—^you, iii your 
coop,can have no sort of idea of them'. D'£h^ 
treble. Singk, and plays, and taHcs in such 
a styte; that withinthegg. few da^ even 
litjde Meipomene Effii^fljjfeeeniB inclined 
to en}^ a Httle comedpwifrity, vrhcn we 
Ian 1^ the ^d fellow Her father out of 
the way. Gordon ^and I, and a few of us 
t)tith ‘D’£htrevUle, Rave latched her out 
of^^r ’^'nl duty aiJiiUe already; and she 
beginl'iaow to be Jbne „of uS. *' I won^ 
T ^p pfnn gives such' famous suppers—it 
mast cost him a pang! to put with hia 
ihbneyybut I suppose he hat^is ^w on 
pomfi '^-the Johnrj^ It4«^ that he lemb 
ihis iiSyae^’ tb. -a-Its well for me I am 
j^rot|^d |br. 3% the bye, “Charles, make 
ul^ easy aSout the bl<f ' 

tiwit fioSs -'^our ' b'&id "Ifpr Hhc tvfi 
llio^ythd hG^nds,,f>for.he has k^T^it t6“ 
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Effington a baMy n> and I let £a^ 
settle it with li^lP He says that Effingtoa* 
has agreed never to ask you for the priiw 
cipaly but only you are to sign something 
to pay him an annuity as long as you and 
I live; that is, we are both of’ us to sign 
it.—1 don’t ondqrstaml it much; but I 
leave it to £al|M>#ho is very clever at 
these matters, aw’Eiiiiigtonpa^d Him, it 
seems, for his trouble^in getting these sort 
of annuitants/’ 

White. More thaif enough *of that, 

I will thank you, Sir^next to#^ad this 
long extraft fron\ a ^ptter of Gordbn—*■ 
the libertine Gordon—though hci^ vill||jy|l 
as he is, compared with £i£ngtoo» is«*M«* 
but read, ra«d, Sir! 

Lancaster, {redding^ 

NO. Ill* 

Cot Oqrdon to the Countess UEntfcville* 

* 

“ Ten thousand thanks—thams F-^the 
worci's too cold; i\or d(ies our northern 
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Hogoage yi^ a phrase iifch enough to 
' convey to you, dear D’i^ilreviH^, the feel¬ 
ings of gratitude I owe >ou for theblissiul 
communication ol last night. Fool, idiot, 
buaaard, that I have been—but you hnfi 
given me 'a new creation—the spring of 
life returns—I onoe breathe the ely- 
Buim air of love aaflH||a! What do 1 
Hot owe to you—mi§l||BPa life I owe to 
you—for you have ^sbiwed upon me that 
wondrous charm,,, which constitutes the 
ade and perfect bliss of our eaisteuoe; 
that gjboi, which ipiakes rich the poorest 
of iie poor, and, wanting 'which, mo- 
narcluLthemselves are poor. Yes. D'£n- 
treville,, you have in8|Mred me with 
the conviction, the certaintj|pthat 1 am 
beloved by a beloved object 1' An4 jshdU 
a thougt't of suni a one as EfBngton 
stand between me and beauty, that 
tdls me, by looks *mure trde thm ever 

^nii 

words were^ that my adoration is not 


tHB OI^ l2l 

spurned! 
sifeen'this 

Have you indeed a thousand timetf watched 
those charming, those intoKicating besum 
lirom the most tender, yet most /bril 


~OI%»S'^ntreviHe/and h*ve-j 81 fci 
({laitcrfPl^ prefereix^ 60 * 


Hant e}es of her, whom it' were pro¬ 
fane to call h||lpn)« other name than 

** Was it or in spleen, that 

you refrained one mr^ent from imparting 
to an adoring, yet trqprvbling votary, the 
thrilling, the ecstatic *joy, that he might 
hope?—Well, I will parden al^tiiecr^el 


coldness df your jjast^forbearance, i# gra¬ 
titude for the delights you have at Ihngih 
imparted. * 

^tBotDipattevUle—dear D'EnirevHW^" 
what can you * mean by my keepilig 
iilenoa for -three days *Why moat I *ob^ 
tnit to such & torturing ^tate of putt* 
gWoty?--*Silence fiwf three days!-^When^ 

yeu«^ hiuch ’a severe and edmoat^ 

impracticable exef!<{j|se oC faith, why not, at 


YOL. II. a 
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lAai^ bave aidl^ my devotion to your com¬ 
mands;^ by assigning somC stroi^ and in¬ 
surmountable obstacle to the instant decla¬ 


ration which my heart pants, at all hazards^ 
to pour forth at the feet of my divinity t 


‘‘ Silence^for three days !— You, D’En- 


treville<-^ya 2 /, mistress as you are of all 
the movements of the heart— you, 

who can so well imaSlia^'What efiect the 


joyous light you have afforded me has 
spread through ev,cry vein of an adoring 


k>ver, you to preach patience ar>d circum* 
sp^ctionv^fter suclv a full disclosure of the 


bliss in store for mej. (Jruel, (Jruel D’En- 
trevilie, wliy draw aside the veil of doubt 
—oh, why display fruition to my ravished 
senses—if it be really nec^owy still to 

trust to all thedre'ded hazards <5f a three 

% 

days silence ? To view her—to be in her 
presenc^r-to bear her voice-*—to catch the 
««very sigbs^ warm frCm her bpsom, that 
manstou ot bliss, which 1 know .to be 
mine—D’EntrevilJe, what anchoifi^ could 



1H£ lilClC OV WEALTH^ 123 

obey an injunction so ct^el?—No, if 
must be-^if, indeed^ you can assign some 
irremoveable cause of silence for three days, 
then let me fly to some solitary spot, 
'*"where I may pass the seeming ages unob¬ 
served by human eyes. So absorbed will 
be my wliole sQbI in* the anticipation of 
destined joySy MBm the agonising appre- 
• hension of possioie frustration, that, having 
neither ears^ nor %yes*for other objects, my 
conduct mast exhibit^ to every Jooker-on^ 
the vagaries of a maniac's wandering 

* I I ^ ^ 

mind ! 

< 

* m • * * • 

You perceive I have been inter- 
rupted~Gj|pss by whom ?-—Thd icicle of 
avarice it^plr Take, .fresh from memory, 
the whole scene. • 

n 

(Gordon writing.^To him enter Fiffingion^ 

• 

J^ffhigton. You are engaged. Coload 
Goj^on. If I have obtruded unseasonably, 

] I will defer to another opportunity enter- 

G 2 
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ing ugon the purpose of tny visit, as 1 
wish to speak to yot* on a subject of the 
deepest importance. 

Cordm. I am at your service, Mr, Efi 
fington.—^Take a chair, Sir. 


F^nglon. Pray, Colonel Gordon—pray 
may 1 ask you—you wilj^ think it a very 
singular question— butvpKy I ask you, if 


you have lately, I mean, if at any time, 
you have observed ariy thing rStnarkable— 
that is, if ever you have noticed-—-it is 


a very explicate subjects-1 feel it deeply-— 
I hardly know how to enter upon it—^yet 
it -is absolutely necfessai^’ to my peace of 
mind“to my character—to my friends— 
indeed to her friends—I tneyn Mrs. Ef- 
iington’s fKepds—my wif^^s^^Colope!, 
^do you understand \ne ?* 

Gordon, (confmed,) Sir—understand you 
^No—yes—I believe—Ireally am at a 
loss - - '— * 

EJlinpon. I can readily imagine d the 
, confusion, Colonel Gordon, which an en*. 
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quiry so unexpected as this must 
sion. 

# I 

Gordon. Quite unexpected. Sir, r^lly— 

I was Igoing to say—that is—quite unex¬ 
pected I assure you. 

Effington. It affects you, I perceive it 
does; what, then, must I feel, Colonel— 
what ought I to feel dh such an ooca4don? 

Gordon. Ex jB p yourself, Sir. 

, JS^ngton. Well, then, to the point— 
Our aoqueiotan^, Colonel Gordon, has 
been of some years standing. I^have ever 
copceitred you to be an ornament to the 
professioa you belong ^o. The^oral eha^ 
of on^s acquaintance, (if the regu¬ 
lations of decorum are not outraged) it is 
not the custom of our times too scrupu¬ 
lously tP^!|il^estigate; and least of all do 
we expect to meet ^he austerity of a 
mont, or tlie pie^y of a saint, in a soldier. 

Gordon. Proceed, Sir. 

d^ngton^ 1 -premise thus mtich^' tbaf 
in j^hai I haveVqrther to say to you, I may 
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i0%bB ^c^med one of those fastidioas fools, 

' expect a\set of acquaintances to be 
carved *out of the reet of mankind, ac- 
oofdtng' to their own peculiar rules of 
tiibnght£f and action. I am willing to take 
'‘the world as it is; and good natnredly to^ 
wink lit foibles in others, as I am desirous 
oFliaidi^ my own fveaknesses spared -by 
them. But when amonglWbe number of 
tho^ %ho eat at our board, and partake 
of our cup, Colonel Gordon, we si^ some^ 
wiio lii^ not sci'uple, at the satHe nao» 
leent that they are enjoying our hofl|ii^ 
\;teal froih us the mostpre^us 
jewel ih our possession,and plunge m|o 
oaf bosoms the liiost deadly arrow 

the quiver of fate contains, is it 

^ _ * 

not edotigh .to rouse resentinei^v and ex« 
(^e sti!iiHck>n?' 

' Resentment—suspicion ! Yonr 

bi^'kre 'not in unison. Sir, with jmar 
.'Resentment of what*? I see 
no ao^ in your eye. Suspicion of whopi 
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Your glance is downwards. Be more^^,, 
plicit/Sir, or permit me ip change 
subject, r 

Effington* Colonel Gordon Cokmel 
Gordon—up to this period I have nuoi;^ 
%ered 3 ?ou among by chosen friends. I 
flattered myself^ that if there* was a man 
who would rather die^ than betray .a triist^ 
infringe the laiM of hospitality^ oP ib© 
guilty of a breach of friendship, yto was 
that man. 

w 

Cbrion. Have you ^ altered 4ltat opi? 

a • • 

nmnr 

* ~ r > JT ' ^ ► » 

[Conceive, D’Entre^HIe, the trepida^^h 
with whicfi I awaited feis reply*3 ^^ 

Effington. If I had, my dear Colonel, 
ck? you think I should have sought 
interview's^ confide to, you py fears on 
the tenderest of ^bjegts, ahd consult you 
uponHbe mode of conduct I should ackipt 
under the most heart-rending apprehcn^ 
sions of the?—the~yesi I must utter 





128 THE MApic or \^#EALTH. 

■ ’■ ■>.*!*• :> 1 “ *# 

rnfttfelityi of Mrs. Effing--of my 

V 

m 

GoMon, Astonishing ! Impossible ! 

^ * , 

Bj^kgton. ‘ you are not then conscious, 
Gordon? of any cause for my suspicion r 
Gordon. I—I—Mr.^dington ! 
pfljjigine' my sitnalion—tiie very letter 
I’ was‘writing to j^bu, dear D'Entreville, 
o^n'on' the table t] 

JS^Swgton/ Is there, indeed, no'one 
wbobt you know, that, lUnder al! thc/dr^ 
cbins^neeswith which you are acquaiHt^^ 
if you were compelled to speak t^e' tfutn, 
name oh^ this occasiOT? * 
Certainly not. 

Well, then, I must be plain, 
as it is. — Know, then, that, 
^oug^ it has escaped your ob^vatioii, 
Colonel, I have rea^gons-r-unequivoc^l rea* 
aons^for believing that the afFectrbns of 
Mill. £ffinglon are for ever alienated 
Ifdd/that she ardently loves 
“ Gordon, Whom ? 
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JEJJtngton, Sir Edward K^wington. 
##*#*#* 

If language could express the relief 
I felt as this name escaped from •his lips^ 

T wonlci altumpt 4he task; but it is im- 
possil to descfibe my feelings. 

Tl'^ fears I entciit^nned, lest the true 
state of rny de?n chonner's heart.had been 
discovered by this hyana of money, being 
all at once dispelledi^I turned with disgust 
to the wretch, who^e purpose in this 
visit now broke updh me with hideous 
light. Your comnfunieation, d^ar D’jEn^ 
treville, fully elucidated the whole; and, 
in the sequel, this monster confirmed all 
your information relative to his jatherwisq 
incredible experiipents upon the fortunq 

of Sir Eitward ! * 

_ • 

“ This interview would have inspired 
ine, even from n in spirit of chiv^ry^ 
to have rescued ft an^ such fangs^the beavt-s^ 
teotts object at tny idv^utrVr did npt a 
'inore potM ui plain Jnilh, a reshjltes^ 
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se urge lAjf to her deliverance, in the 
ixidBt Ardent passion Jtbat ever ^ired the 
breast of man/’ 




Here Mr; Lancaster paused.-—The 
ioiatnbus plot thii^ens, you perceive’” 
exclaimed Mr. White, to his auditors; 


but Twill repress all comment: and as 
to you, dear image .of the much injured 
heroine of this rcpl drama,”— addressing 
EmtOa,— “ let m^ still deprecate your 
huirej of^my pool* cRild. She fell—she 


fetTi'^but, oh! let^merpy, when her tale 
is/ told, temper the stern decree of 
justipe 6a her memory ! One more letter 
it will be ^ necessary to peruse, bearing 
in mind who i& the writer; and fiever for- 
getting, for a moment, from whose^ pen 
ilQ^''the sentiments that we listen toi 
fetefest y^ arc all pleased to take hi l l^^ 
story, is indeed my only apdlogy fdr'in|ro-i 
dbcitig you to such writings at a 
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purity of mind has nothing, to dread 
a mere knowledge of vicfe, if exhibited* 
without gloss; for since it is decreed that 
evil must be abroad in the wofld, the 
^accidental encounters of life throw all 
species of characters open to our view, 
and, therefore, ignoij^nce of crime is 
by no means an, indispensable test of in¬ 
nocence. 

“ In this letter, D'Entreville details, at 

» • 

intervals, the further successes of her 
artifices. It is writteft^ to her cbnjidantey 
Madame De Courey. ^•This person was 
under the' protection, as the phrase is, of 
an eccentric man of fortune, who, among 
other oddities, frequently retired, for 
months together, from the knowledge of 
his ‘ family and •friends, with this De 
Courcy; receiving* no^etters, nor suflfer- 
ing^ny communication to be made to him- 
or her, througlirany channels. 

This circumatance accounts for the va-. 
riou% ^tes, and considerable intervals of 
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tinis at ivhich the contents of this letter 
tsrere written. tJow, then, Mr. Lancaster 
if you please —"— 

Lyttl^ton, So much reading aloud is too 
rude an exercise for aur invalid; I will 
take my turn with much picture. 

TV kite. You are, all goodness and con¬ 
descension. Please to remember, then, 
that the passages scored underneath with 
a red ink pen, are those you are to favour 
us with. 


HO. \y. 

I 

The Countess D^Entreville id Madame 

De Couny, 

** De Courcy, it is almost dawn, and 
yet I t;anhot^ turn my eyes tawardft^y 
I have parsed*one of the ipost 
evenings imaginable: the ( 
succeed^ by a supper and music bI 
celebrdtM rich Jew merchant’s, I 
tion^d in my last. Oh, gold-^jMcft-^ 
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Sileot, secret conqueror of the 4 
Magic genius of the b^man* sbul—rtbe 
human destiny! 

" You well know the irresistible success 
of this universal ^general, De Courcy— 
this real caJHain of the age.—Who does 
not know it?—.The jjower of gold is not 
now a whispered science in the schoolman's 
closet; it is not a hieroglyphic talisman in 
startesnsfn’s cabinets; no, nor a veiled 
deity, even in flie very sanctuary of our 
high-priests themselves! Wide asr the world, 
and open as the d«y, {he power pf gold is 
spread, and seen, and felt; all huiofm 

* ' • HI , 

institutions, states, and empires, bear 
evidence to its ompipotence—^and <wery 
mortal worships it! 

*Awi«ence this bomba^ic*flight? me- 
thjnks I liear you erf, —^Well, let it pass-«^ 


E ill not blot it out. InipromptVr^it 
;ively rolled upon the paper, ^an ii^i^^ 
ntary effusion, occasioned ^y tbe^tate 



134 THE MAQIC OF WEALTH. <' 

{ 

mind, which is in a species of de- 
IkiuHi l^tween Wie gay and the sombre. 

“ This Jew—this ^rich Jew, whose 
humble origin 1 so well know, Constantia, 
has given an entertainment to five hundred 
friends to-night, in such a style of splen* 
dour as tbe Prince ^Nouipahad, in all the 
revels of imagination, never saw ! — But 
why najma its splendour?—The impres¬ 
sion on my mind would have been eva¬ 
nescent, had it been creatiid merely by the 
glitier of -the scene/ though brilliant and 
. dazzKog beyond atft precedent. But—oh, 

r 

the.dramatis personal —to sec at tbe same 
board—yes, at ttie same board, Coi> 
stantia—that board, too, furnished by a 
Jew—one of the outcast tribe—one of the 
• proscribed igce-r-to see assembled thtfiTe, 
in homage fo this Jdw, personages of the 
very highest rank, characters distinguish^ 
«J}y pi<e-ep?innaee in every walk of life: 
thb wk^ A jM jb ^Ui the general, tbe bish^i^ 
miftij^^^state, and patriot^ by ^rof&- 
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sion ;~?n short, a t^ohgregation of aiyS^if" 
power, rank, wealthy and felehtft^n the^ 
metropolis. ’This, “this it is that has filled 
my mind with everlasting awe and a^oratitHi' 
of that all-conquerfng power, which this 
Jew now. seems to wield at will 1 H 6 w^ 
or where he found th§ magic key to trea¬ 
sures inexhaustible, I know not; that he 


possesses it, is enough for me; add for 
my purposes, whichj as far as presence 
will permit me to confide to paper^. you 
shall hereafter know. • * 

One, who is in^the secret 

of these things—I mcah?^ 
whispered me, that for the eclat of this 


-Ode evening's princely entertainment, the 
Jew will pay many a thousand phandsl 
I yoif start sfdd stare—^nS stare snd 
start—*and start-and stare again 1 ^ ’ 

puzzle not ;^r ritAto-^oddte' 
jcalcidition o^the items ^ 

^ 'fby'the tdtiit splendid di^nHiona^ 
|s^^^(^ina4iehs^and^jc ^^uch 
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dainties aind most costly viandisi—* 
•atiii Tnuch f)t.r the most precious talents^ 
voucal and instrumental, of all the cele¬ 
brated performers, of the exotic and 
indi^nous. Useless labour!—foi;, though 
I grant that all those articles in the cata- 
l^ue of«r^c^uisites ^ for such a show may» 
be appraised, and a sum total found accord- 
ipg to4;he laws of Coder; what authority 
will you consult, or how will you discover, 
ythe. price of ien minutes' gracious shaking 
hands wirii princes ) «Can you tell how much 
4 «,\feshon would for the trouble of 

jolting over the stones from St* James’s 
to "the neighbourhood of Duke’s Place; 
and fiuflering b?^ Christian daughter to 
admire Qiat &ivy\ -ib p^jblic the brilliant 
graces of the rlauglSters- of Israd? x|pw 
will you estimate t?lne femuD^ation that 

J^ffiPog^^ovmg Wirifor • 



tte amoy^t of the ^ bribCj^ that 
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overcame the spirit of patriotism ilsd|^ 
and make the orators of o|fpC5sitiori s^ak 
praises in the train* of the tndiflj^nsable 
friend of all ministries? Or what/'above 
all, is the value itself of those indis- 
pensabie^services, tlius publicly avowed by 
the homage of ministers thbmselvesr 
“ Lad! ludl-vwhata straiii of serioso 


pomposo am I falling into! Let’s fchan^ 
the muse and change the measure I’TCooie, 
Momus, ♦come something of jtbe 

ludicrous!—Eh, presto^ doue Sir Ed^ 
ward Newington^ and Moses Lyons, come 
into court 1—^Now, listen/ Constantia, U> 
a new trick in d/ormewA Newington’s. 

passport carried us all-to the Jew's grand 
gala! I wore the poor dupe’s 4nimat)|yre ^ 
pendant on my breast—bis .pretty 
all of ^ blaze with jjiamonds: I assure 
you well, worth five btmdred guineasy 
out of aU size for their purpose,;^ and 
^iii^ilh no more t^sle .thaa ia disj^yed \& 
U^e^^rts, and the true lovers' knc^ ^uck 
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hb grafidmothi^ 8 8tomaeher. Among 
otf^ dbtingui^e^ chamctens, I was soon 
pointeiKoiit as the <»lebrated flame ^ the 


yoang, rich Newington; and was not a 
little pestered, during, the*' evening, with 
th^ attenrions of various high ahS mighty 
personages/ But the most valuable of 
them all: to tne^ wtis an old acquaintance^ 
of ours, Constantia—cunning little Moses^ 
tbe^ diamond merchant.—*Take the dia^ 


tegUCr , « I , 

-^on^r Blesh my^shoul, my dear hart, 
bow you vas do so long vile, my love! 
How younger yoa*'vas grow, my dear;— 
vat gres^ iofig vile aence <^1 vas do bishiness 
vidh you,my hart h * 

^^IhUPevUle, Hush* Lyons; recollect ! 
Iit^dqmpany like this to talk o/ business I 
My* shoijl. vy not —Alb this 
berte ’show is all for bbhiiiess ;~vat eke 
brings all these loids, and duk^ ami 
* peers^ did popes, anil. prinoesy: and^ 
folks,' herci to this bouse, but 
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My clever hart,^ you don’t thmk tbej^ 
come here to see these twfjjpkle, 'twinitie4 
leetel lamps—-nor to hear scpieeke^ 
aquauke, squauke —and thrumbo grumbo ; 
nor to eat sweetlheats^ nor drink tea; nor 
to walk rAcrnce roond and round^^^and 
nod tbeii^ heads ? Vat tlien for fhey come 3 
for biskmessy to be sute—for make bar* 
my love. Goortiers make bargains 
viA chettzam-^^monkh for plashes; "ladies 
make bargain witli# shontlemen—diamonds 
for kisses!—Ah, ah, iny»hart h yop under¬ 
stand, eh ? . 

[You should be* informed, Comtantia# 
that this dialogue passed in one oamer of 
a prodigiously crowded concert room* 
Sir Edward, with Gordon leaning on his , 
arm, which 1 had.jus^ relinquished, hkd 
pressed forward several paces, to listen to 
(^sdenHfic, hut abominably loud chorus, 
asfd' the eyes of .most present wete fiicedH 
orchestra, while little Lyons fast^ 



140 THE MA^IC OF WEALTH* 

t 

^ned his, most wickedly, upon the dia- 
xp5iids that si^rrounded the adorable phiz 
of m^baroneti] 

“ Blesh my sboul,” cdnttnued Lyons, 
val-^a beautiful picture you’ve got, my 
love I—so’natural as life! How like Sir 
Edvard! I know- Sir Edvard~a good 
man<-«very good mag Sir Edvards But 
yat U^ly diamonds, my hart~too big-^ 
toobig^—look like.shapfi. I will sbangt 
^cm for you, my® hart: leetel cons 
better, and gu?n|as, in pretty hands, feel 
so nicei-xdo '^orfcr gdod than stones, that 
only Sparkle—spad^le-rsparklel 
- [Jusksat this instant chorus finished; 
sillier was announced, and the most de¬ 
lightful and ci'iish cnsjied. Avail¬ 

ing himself ‘of the lijlcky moment, and 
er^e I could repress l.ia assurance, the 
fellow had deiterously brokeD the* pearl*- 
threading« by whic^ the miniature^ was 

suspeodec)^ and .poqr Newington, 
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diamonds and pearls, becam^ tbe prpf>#ty ^ 
of Lyons, Jby capture, without m^feving 
fixed any price as my share of the spoil. 
My laaghter ab&luteiy’was hysterieai, and 
was imputed to the squeeze. 

** The scramble for places at* the supper 
tables over/ 1' at length found myself 
St^ed opposite poor Mrs. Effingtorii 
who# i» the simplicity of her hejfrt, 
screamed .niy cniniatufe wds 

t 

gone !*' 

. " You would have api^auded my ^tirig 
to the 'skies, Constanifia. liri^ti^hed 
them all mth my own icnitation Of ^frighti 
i employed a hundr^ kni^te to gb^iti 
quest , of my dost treasure. - Gordon, £1^ 
Eeirni, Newington 

admst/^, volunteer!, al^sallidd peii^ 
iag under BofaSr.diairs, and bench«^^>:ttfd 
bribes to honesty to tbe^ 

ibal #?sto]en property; but as tb^ i&snM 
, Ihat 
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but the right owner^ you will rea¬ 
dily dki^ecture the result of theglr search. 

“ Poor Newington, with a face as woe¬ 
ful as <the Knight of La Mancha^ an- 
ndiKoced the failure; but attempted to 
console me* by saying, that Gray should 
replace the loss as coon as possible —Ah, 
my dear Newington, the diamonds he 
may replace—their value may be equalled, 
and perhaps their cK^spIay may be improved 
•—but, dear, dear, Edward, you never will 
be able to favour'me with such a Imppy 
resemblapcef and^evbn if the artist should 
twice do justice ^o those features, fate 
itself denies me the possibility of* receiving 
a second gift under those peculiarly blissful 
t^rcumstaqces, which rendered this first 
p^dge ineadmablp^ and its loss irre¬ 
parable 1* 'if 

V I need not put the prompteris marl; 
ta" that ^speech, Constantia; ^ you' wiU 
congtEtolajce am sure, on tliis bo* 

venture, which nnexpeetediy places a ah' 



MAGIC OF WEALTH. 


143 

posable force of five hundred guineas a£>the 
commanil of your D'Entre^/ille/' 

My femTm de chd^bre tap^ again: 
‘ Come in, Nannette/ 

‘‘/Indeed, indeed, my lady, you will 
be ill to-morrow—I wjsh that nasty wri* 
ting had never been invented.' 

“ ‘ then, put twenty drops more 

to my draught, and give it me at once.* 

“ ConstanUa, the libation shall be thine^ 
Good night !'* 


. (Written on the same paper -). 

Aocovling to <he wlar attd limar cal¬ 
culations of the cdnniflg men.who mskt 
almanacks, I perceive that a period of 
exactly one mqnt^, two weeks, thi;ee days, 
^d twelvp hpurs have elaj^tied, sincer last 
1 liSdi ill myJ^q^rs^the lit^e fathered 
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imjJicftient, bv whose necromantic aid are 
remo\4t4 kingetbrnS) and oontiijents, and 
oceans, that separate friends from friends ! 

“ Come hither, • then, Constantia De 
CoWy, from whatsoever soil, or clime, 
or region, inhabit, and listen to your 
D'Entrevillc. 

‘‘ Behold me now in a large, well-fur¬ 
nished library, seated in pompous state, 
momentarily expectipg |he arrival of Sir 
Edward Newington, and his very clever 
agent, to Mr. Eaton. They are to bring 
with thSip sel?‘eral*^kiiis of parchment, and 
quantum sujficit q{f seqiling wdx; which, 
being operated upon by certain practi¬ 
tioners of the bla^ art, vulgarly deno¬ 
minated conveyancers, and touched with 
the finger anti seal of‘Sir Edward, they, 
the aforesaid parchments, will be instantly 
endoed with a ma^c quality, that will 
make theijr possessor, your bumble ser-' 
vant, mistress of two thousand pounds 
a year! Have I not managed well, De 
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0>urcy ? I am aure your lipi ajIontatiaii^V 
ciry, 'Joy, joy!’ And 
tUPB that I am—these thomenfei, 
to the «nticipation of such ail acqaUition, 
hang like ages of horror on ray fa^oi^* 
Vapoors, stronger than I ever fait, ogress 
nie—an unconquerable dqection wefgl^ 
my qnrits down—and something, ^ t 
must confess it, in spite of all my .{add* 
aad all my reason, (I whisper it to yOa, 
my friend,) somefhinil very like tunors^ 
is rankling in my bosdm.—Hemorse 
Blot out 'the Eilly 8j|flable% ^ns^tia-o 
while, by the power of Ihuue, I dispel the 
thoughts that getleraUid such a puerile 
chimera r* 

• ♦ # H • * # ‘ 

“ It wil^not do sr*~evea mpslb fidis ide.’ 
My harp has lost its eharnt« my ' 

nerveless^ tarry on thf'StringSj or else 
traitorom kistraraent .oohspires with 
evil of the^hoor, andi) wherf ihy idra 
sa«aib E ehofd of oSrth, vthMfieiiii.' 

tuL. II. ' H * * 
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^ikd and wild, yet melancholy, tremble on 
<tjbe ain and, ^ward like, I start, * e’en 
at thesound myself have made** This 
mu$t not be yielded to!—Come, then, 
OiM^more, uiy pen, and I will dare this 
daemon of ^ d^pondency, with a deporU 
Iment and a front as bold as that, which 
you and I, Constantia, have so oft ap- 
plandt^ in the fictitious libertine, Don, 
Juan; when, resolutely brave, he sits him 
^own t 0 ( supper with the hideous ghost, 
ttot would have tdi^ified, even to annihila* 
tion, the con^iaptce-ri^deu million. 

Tbedpre of &dj>erstitious fear is an ap¬ 
peal ta reason : the practice even of our 
npries and our grandains points out this 
truth 4p babes of every growth,-—Who does 
nolTecoIfeet ^me instapoe, during the pe^ 
*nod of early childhqfxl,wlien,in theshadowa 
afiitbeJL^light, or by the dim glimmering 
ijdt the nursery lamp, fiincy has descried 
itofne itiarvhiOiks ahcl terrific image in the 
diitai|t mrMr?' A white frock, thrown 
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across a high chair back, or nurse’s ^]|^g 
red doak suspended from a r^how* 

often have objects sudfl as these con^^' 
jured by imagination into flying ^ angeUr, 
and horned Lucifers, of every sifse^^^od 
s}lape^ Fortunate is the child, who, at 
such a moment, is compelled to quit its 
ccach, and, by a tangible encounter with 
the delusive object of its terrors, is thus 
early taught to conquer the ehttneras of the 
bpam by philosophical experiment^Ami 
I, shall Henrietta D%ntrevilk^ after ^ 
"^murny tests, so many tames,sipQiited» shudder 
and shrink at vapours Aill less shbstantial 
than a nursery |;host? The questkm 
makes you smile, De Gourcy; but poal« 
lively I am grave. And what fiat thun 
alarmed a^soul lik^yonr^s? mechinks you 
8ay.«-^Sm^ again if you will, but the tmllt' 
shall ouis I have been terrified iiUothk 
vapoimsh atate hy tbp wiU rhapsodies ii 
an old loan^gGnio eraay^Wlfita^* tho^ 
thereof the Sffikigton; be ii tny ghfiit 

It 2 * 
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^ ^ ^ V 

'^The looks^ the words, aod shrieks of Ihe 
•old^l^lainite ^ave-*^}iies, toeyou ai6M I 
own it— have *' Not that 

th^ have inspired me with personal ap* 
pr^^nsions; no—for my ever constant 
friend, the poniard, once Marchotti*s, has 
atill a point to it as brilliant as when it 
iq^rkled beneath tlie ra}s of it&it Italtm 
sun, ^hich saw me snatch it from the 
l^llain's «rm, and plunge it in Kia trea^*' 
dierous brcast,~Th&t pbniard is still trea¬ 
sured near my h^art, ready to defend or 
te avenge its^insiatressi 

^ Wh^, then, Mo I trembjie? What 
s^bstan^l ills ha^ 115 fear ? And shall 
ahaslows fright me? Shall the inti^id 
qnrH tbbt could nerve this arm to deeds 
of heroiaar; deeds of^ Idood<*«4^aU smsh a 
cower at ideak terrors, the vapouriah 
oonjur^Lion of a disordered brain r 
vifbere^ h shanks— n^htvt is p>ide^-''*iaii!]e 
endn 10 *yaA ^ye I aubmj# this Weak-* 

tiSitiMMftV t * '**’©* 

« • ^ • a • 
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To return to facts.-—The JEffingtou 
drama is of^r.-^Grordon, yoa will^reool-^ 
lect, is a charactdll^not intr(:)flu(^ in 
the original sketch of the author; and 
though many of the scenes were pl^^ed 
precisely as he arranged then), yet the 
der^ouemmt has so widely didered from the 
plot whi^h he projected, that Effingtoo 
himself is^ among all the dramatU per* 
SOM, the most contemptible and fnoit 
cbagrineSdM Tlie^ fadliuea purposely af¬ 
forded to entrap Sir ^wai^ Newington 
have been seized byjColond Gordon, who 

. • V • 

has absolutely carried <>if the object in¬ 
tended to be thrmn fn the way of the 
baronet; while he has become, in realily^. 
what the outwitted Effington ccKhjecttiaed 
he «was only feigning to iie, •the public 
admirer, wfid acknowl^ged dave^ of ycKST^ 
D'SntceviUe. 

The <o(i>jeet of 8C9rn to all, the aica- 
ridws wretth is at die aaihe tioie thu 
vkttfn of self a^usation* He tea drswii> 
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iipon himself the ejes of a scoffing worIrl. 

. even ^he gratificatioa of a miser’s 

heart I'b resort to—^for, c^'erf were the 
place of tlieir retreat to be discovered, Gor¬ 
dey is as poor as soldiers generally are, 
Eaton has played liis part so well, that be 
is not suspected by either of his dupes; 
Kffington still confides in him ; and his 
infiuence over Newington is second only 
to iny own. 1 am now imperial with the 
latter. So enamoufed h the Baronet, that 
if I chose to iveAc a matrimonial chain, I 
might fasten this riijh novice to my des¬ 
tiny by the name'of husband. But, no; 
it suits my purpoiJc better to rule without 
that contract; it is enough for me, that 
this very hour he signs himself my slave, 

and irrevocably bestows on me a settle- 

•• « 

merit of two thejasand pounds a year. 
His carriages, his servants, his houses in 
town And country, are all at my command. 
Not a vvant'^n I imagine, not a wdsh can 
I form, in the power of wealth to be^tow^. 



THE MAGIC OF WEALTH. 


15 \ 


which is ungratified.—Oh, that it could 
efface the Kecollection of the part vvhich 

-t I 

1 have played towards Harriet Efilngton— 
and, abcAC all, tiie image and the impre¬ 
cations of oUl White- * 

* 'Jt tn ^ 

TliC pen dropped frcjm n.v hand, De 
Courry. ^ here was* a- tap at the door, 
as I W'rotc the name; it seemed a clap of 
thunder. 

“ A servant ^vith a note from Sir Ed¬ 
ward : he will be her^*in an hoiy. 

As some excuse for these terrors, 
childisJi as I know' tliw are, I will attempt 
TO describe a scene that followed Soon after 


the elopement. 

I was sitting alone, when Mr. W^hite 
was announced. Figure to yourself a 
grey-headed maD;-*-^gony in his lootir, 
tears streaming down his cheeks, his 


hands clasped fervently together;—be¬ 
hold him falling on his- knees, as he 
uUered, in a tone of voice so heart- 


I 
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piercing, that its remembrance freeEcE 
mCy^^Lady, lady, give me my child I— 
Pra)t, pfcy have mei*cy on an old man's 
sufferings!—Is she not here? What-— 
not herb?—Yon h:de her from me—let 
me^tc her—I will not harm her! Oh, 
tale me to her hiding ‘place—her remorse 
will break her heart 1 I seek to sootj^. 
not chide, the wretched lost one. Oh, u 
you will take me to my miserabliir child, 
that I may place her afching head upon 
this breast, that I, may press her to my 
heart, and teach her ^ not Jo despair of 
Heaven’s •forgiveness, I will pray even 
for you I ’ 

“ In vain I attempted to address words 
to a mind disordered;—he held* discourse 
only with his own imagination but the 
•fallowing images/ g^hidi his incoherent 
utteranoB’placed before me, were at that 
momenHaterrible.—Rising fr^m his knees, 
he continued it-* Pray for you yes, poor 
soul ! you have most need of prayer, JDo 
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you tamk I do not know all your strata¬ 
gems;—what pains you took to ma|&eher 
innocent jheart a cocnterpurt of youtjDwn? 
Do you think I do not know, who taught 
her to blush at being seen in her father's 
company;—who ^elected her as&s^^tes, 
her books, her amusements? And, oh! 

vile, vile, vile—you a woman!-No, no, 

no!—I know you are the wicked serpent of 
Eden^^none but a fiend, none* but a 
fiend could per^etrjtc so foul a deed I 
Go, consult your mirrcg; look, look sled- 
fastly—there!—Now, hold a ciialice in 
your hand; pour^ui^Te into jf; more, 
more yet—still nearer |o the brim! Now, 
see there—a fiend, in a satyr’s form, peeps 
oer your^shoulder, and drops drugs, drugs, 
deleterious drugs, into the cup! Mix it, 
mix it, harlot I in\x it well.-^’Tis donc.-y^^ 
Now, take the cup, and seek for,,the lips 
of unsuspecting innocence; thatJJ^ght— 
that’s she—that’s Hkrriet-^y dear, dar¬ 
ling Harriet—mny own Harriets HarrietL 

H 3 
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Mark, what tranquillity sits npofli that 
beauteous brow—what celestial resignation 
reigns^ in that uweet countenance 1 Dare 
you—dare you—Impious woman, hold, 
ere youi thus darcj^ destroy one of the 
fairbftt vvorks of the divine Creator; and, 
by the horrible and damning deed, entail 
eternal misery on yqur accursed soul! She 
dares, she dares-Strike her polluteci 


arm I clash down the chalice —j^Harriet, 
Harriet, hold! forbear!-~GreatG^! she 
tastes—she drinks,—Oh, h^ven !—Now 

c f ^ ^ 

sec your havoc, fiend! See, see the change 
your helHsJi potion wofks : mark, how her 
lips swell—lo! her eye-balls glare—files 
are liglited on her cheeks—her frantic 
bosom heaves tumultuously—she laughs 
aloud—she dances with a wild fantastic 


giddy step—she reels—Save hersave her! 
save m^child!—Nd—Ifie falls, she falls— 
nevci^Bver to rise again 1’ 

Such w|^e the'frightful ejaculations 


of this old madman, the echoes of which 
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are ever on my ears. Even now, though 
Effington has piously spared .plough 
from his‘ own wealth to obtairt fof him 
the asylum of a private mad-house—not¬ 
withstanding my conviction, that c^ins, 
and bars, and bolt-^, confine the luna¬ 
tic—still, still, in spite of every effort 
of mind, every energy of reason, his 
spectre haunts me. 1 see him nightly 
in mj^^amber; the mirror on my toi¬ 
lette shows th^ y€ry fiend and chalice 
which his imagination*drew; be crosses 
me in my walks; Jie seats himself with 
me in the carriage; at*the dinner-table, at 
the card table, he is^Dresent; and even 
from the profound slumbers of my bed I 
am awakened by his frenzied exetamations. 
I see his withered arms draw back my 
curtains, and his ^ll^w eyes glare roufih 
my couch, searching for his 
These are chimeras of the brain 
them to be such , and the ^akh which I 
enjpy 1 have aibnndant testimonies is sub- 
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stantisLi* Yet, yet, Constantia, omnipo* 
tejat ia the golden magic, for all the 
pQrp68ea V)f outward *sbow, respect, ami 
reputation, its power reaches ngl the heart 
—hgj^ not the d'ightest swiy in the 
Grid’s* dominion !” 

^ r 


As Lyttleton pronounced th^^^ sen^ 
tence, he raised his *eye*frpjn the papers, 
which he held *1^ hi^^^^linds. Mr* 
White sat with his ^)bows on his knees, 
his face ccJvered by'the palms of his bands. 
The countenances • of Zimina Clarendon 
and Lancaster evinced their deep and 
tender sympathy for the veneiSbl^suf- 
ferer; ;^d • Lyttleton himself was deeply 

'Th^^iauae occasioned White to look 
©pr ^^n^ fixing his eyes with a calm 
Ifi^ opon iBinma, he said^: 

©h your account, sweet have 
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checkGc^ our benefactor in tbs, recitBl tf 
several ’parts of this correspond^i^^ had 
I been able to devise a forin of ^^ordcmyr 
seif, in wh||h, to the chaste ear, 1 could 
convey a tale of truth lecessary fcfr you t<y 
know, yet so extrerijely painful -fel^ou 
to hear. Innocence must tremble at the 
of such infemous snares, and 
Ignorance of the world will occasion in«> 
creduliillg^of their existence.' May my 
poor Harriet'^ fate be the only instance 
of such depj|^y! 

lyttleton. Unhcippy father, my heart 
has bled for you! How ^poignant must 
the pangs of that parental breast have 
been! How complete the woe, the mi-^ 
ser^th'e despair, that wroughUat leng|h 
the total overthrow of reason [ What say 
you, Mr! Ij|ncas|^, did y6u believe 
iiL the catidogoe of human calamities, such 
afflictions as Mr, White’s weij^ to 
Couudi or that am^g the vices and 
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pyavities of human nature, sucli crimes 
as tb^ existed ? 

Lffiicaster. liideed, l^r, I feel a strong 
reluctance in admitting, incarttrovertible 
as they are, even these proofrlnat such 
thidgs^are^. 

White, Lbng may ^ur incredulity re¬ 
main in force, young gentleman ! Never, 


never may your heart be taught ex- 
perimehtally such lacerating reasons of 


mankind! 

But let me clore m 

« c 



6 tale with 


as much brevity as poSWie^When my 
poor chUd a^akehed from that horrid 


trance, into which the sprceries 'of D’En- 


treville had thrown her, she fbdfed herself 
in the power of Gordon, and fo^ tHi||pshe 


was lost Harriet £fl|pgton for ever. 

prayed ibr deathbut, tVianks to 
God, the impression of Christian prin- 


dptes if^s too deeply ^€ied upon her «)ul 
tb cMiSer her ^for a n^llbent to indulge a 
diooght of suicide, A pntbher inev^ry 
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sense the word, she was confined 
for several months in a cottage belopging 
to sonae creature of the libertine Gerdon, 
in an obs^re part of Wales^ where 
gave birthWa daughter! 

Many will blame b' T—very fewji'iirac-* 
curately define th^ motives of my poor 
jN^riet, ill the resoliition she formed of 
abandoning the innocent offspring of so 
crimina],^^ father. She herself scarcely 
understood the ^ pripciples of her own 
conduct. ^|H|mfe$se() to me, that, soon 
after she nreRlPw (jordon, she became 
alarmed by seittimefits which she^liad never 
known before :—that §he never permitted 
her eyes t00ok on him, without emotions 
whi^p^^^ considered to be Grijninal inr 
dulgences; and^hat ui bringing her mind 
to shut wt^the admissioi> of a tboug}j|^ 
which kindled the redbllection of bis per« 
son, she felt ss if. she was makinsapd* 
fioe of inclinatlon^Hhe altsr of duty §nd. 
religion. Bui after that horrible ca- 
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t&stropbei she viewed him with/an tn- 
desc^bable disgust; her brain became 
frenz^ ^,at hir presence; and her soul 
sickened, as at some ^oathsepe object, 
whenever his image was obtruded on her 
memoj^! y 

With these f5eelings>®he had unalterably 
determined never to permit him volun¬ 
tarily into her presence; and she swG®e, 
that the nutriment of her breast should 
never be afforded tp th^t beings which 
could only claim the author 

of its existence. * * ' 

kept her respluhon.—It was in vain 
G^don laboured, ^ith indefatigtible pains, 
alter her determination. grand 

mean of Jessening her abhorrenp» o||liim» 
be collected a mass of evidence to prove 
^! ^ e comparatively innodent part«^which he 

had played in this*infernal drama; and 

>'1 ^ 

the let^rs we hai^|ust heard read, 
]pTQCi}red by ahd £rot9P'tntreville/ wera 
part of his ^roofsuISj^e 'testimopials 
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my tiiibdppy Harriet treasured, and deli¬ 
vered to me, when Providence bles^ me. 
with return of refgdn.—^ir, I kav^tept 
them next my heart, from that moment 
to the present; and-would not*change 
them for the riche,sv gem tliat sWhes in 
monarchs’crowns. ‘ 
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-^The dear martyr, mtich as she rejoiced 
to find, that, in the horrible conspiracy, 
part of the guilt ^nd infamy which she 
had laid tq^Qofdoir^s charge was ,thua 
removed, stl^p|edfasl|y* adhered .to what 
she deemed a pious Resolution, After the 
child was born, Harriet remained be- 
neath the roof, which nvas its birth-placew 
only ^1 nature gave her frame sufficient 
atreh^h to^fly from it for ever. ^ 

The'first use she made of •her liberty 
was to visit the iuunye gr*ve, ia>'hi€^ 
she had been told, and all the world 
believed, that I It was ii 2 the 

djurch-yard of a^ q lmlet in the envirdh? 
of fte metropJfcSj.^l^ere an old man, 
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Wbotn it pleased Heaven in reality to re- 
li^as^twas buried, frpm the place <51 my 
€on*dnentent, under tlUe name, 'and aa the 
corpse, of William Penn White.—Yes, 
Sic, not only wa^ I thus buried while 
living but ;iny will\^hich I never made, 
was proved in Doctors’ Commons, be- 
queatbing all I had, or ever should be^ 
come^ entitled to, to Ellington. Froth 
the den of misery, where I was kept till 
these frauds were duly^soip||nized, I was 
afterwaisds removed to asylum, 

where I,was r^iv,^ bty thelfame and in the 
character of Joseph Potter, a pauper frotA 
north of England; and^^n that sad 
abode I was a dark inhabitaht, at tl^ very 
period when my Harriet dro^^d tears of 
penitence *an,d affection on th^ sod* which 
*3ie beHeyed covetnd my mouldering re- 
mains ! Happily, th% wisdom and the 
vigilance of otu^ and our magis¬ 

trates, now render stK^/leeds impracti¬ 
cable I u ; 
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Under a false name, and with an altered 
person—so altered that even I, in^/found 
mind, shduld scarcely have recognisefl the 
face without the voice—my poor child, 
whose extraordinary mte made her a •wi¬ 
dow and orphan, a husbatiSrand a 

% 

father living, laboured with her hands for 
hi^ad to support that life which her reli¬ 
gious princij>les alone compelled |)er to 
endure^ 

London, nghfly thought, was the 
place known, 

title woulam^r piiesei\t al^jered state and 
characterJie most obscure; anti London, 
also, was the only*placS for the e^^ertionof 
thosQ, talenta by which she was now to 
obtain subsistence. 

She egibroidered—she wrought fancy 
works~and she «painted on satin dBS 
velvet 

One day, was. waiting at a 

sht^ in to be paid for some 

woik she had taken hoihe^ a voice, from 
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1;be upper part, of the house, repeatedly 
tfereAjed out—“ Murder T'-^Tbe shop- 
weeper rsn up stairs, a«d Hari iet, by an 
instinctive impulse, followed him. 

. pii ttie floor on the drawing-room was 
stretdftd the appilrd^ly lifeless body of a 
4nan j near it was a bloody dagger; and 
on a sofa sat a woinan, with her hair dts* 
hjsvelled; leaning her elbow on a table, on 
which were fruit and wine. A youth, in li- 
Wry,, who hacj given the afarrp,,overwbelnied. 
with horror and ^^rig2)t,^l^d sunk into 
n^hatr, c 

« ^ f 

Harriet startedwith horror^ and aur^ 
ipiae; the slain was. £atqn-^be 

lemale D'Kntrevilie! 

As ^Ja^riet entered the apaffinee^t, the 

eyes of IWEntreville gashed fire —she 

Ifl^rtcd from^ Ae bo%*^ stretched forth both 

her arms—fiy a violent motion of the head 

tasscd rhick her lo^ hair, which 

till ibat instant bad concealed her bleeds 
» • 

br^t-^daiaKd, “ of <£if> 
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* M '' 

^Dgfoti I cofiONe—I come ! — Let youir 
tortures be keener than open* 

her w(mnd)-^\t% your rires be fiefcer thati 
these —\puttmg her hrnd to her forehead) 
•*-or I shall laugh—-l^ugh—laugh to *011 
eternity!”—And, she Stfiik on 

the corpse of the* man she had mur- 
4»rcd ! 

Lyttleion, Such, then, was the mortal 
end of D'Entreville! Oh! horrible!—^ 
most horrible^ o^ alf human spectacles, 

\A femaie Ageist /^->r^Would I aouldbe* 
lieve no D'Entrevilla survived this^one I— 
Alas, what would the Christian Poet^ now 
exclaim, - who, threOscoA y^rs ago, wrot 
thus: 

** AlfilUh liave been but rare, since nature's birth j 

Till now, |he-Alheisfei ne’er appearecf oq earth. 

Ye qaeh cjf deep research^ say, whence spring^' 

This daring character, io limosous thing!;?. 

Who start at feathers, from an insect 

A match for nothing-—the Deity !’* 

' U •. I* ' • i ' 

AJi> Emma—:^0ra! sweet are^ 

* Dr. Young.* 
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sorrows stealing from thbte eyes~the 
fnou8"^(tear of pity on the cheek of inno* 
oenc^ itf, with reverence I an 

incense in the sight of God himself^ as 
pure and fragrantt as ascends through 
morning's dew-drc^dvv from the budding- 


rose ! Oh, ever—ever may the same 
sentrcHOnts of compassion for the criminal 

i 

be cherished from the same pure source— 
the horror of the crime! But, lovely 
maid, fly—avoid more Yearfulty than you 
would the MohaWk’s murdering hatchet, 
the tongue, however siWer-toned—the pen, 
however smoothly^ flowing, that dare in- 
i^uate an inritiKiorr to .^partake the 
Atheist's doubts! Nor reckon too securely 
upon yoiir present shield of faith jj^doubti 
less there «^was once a. time wneh eyen 
®?EntreviHebelieve^, and feared, a God. 


White. How Justly do you speaks I am 
^fery hdur more and, tnoi^ amazed Et ^ur 
d^HiOUrseI—for see^ iiere is a passageth 
01 ^ of IIhs poor creati^’s letters, wMbh, 
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, n 

as it is iM connected with our story, I did 
not mark; but it is so strikingly ilhistra-^ 
tive of yoY^r id^ that sh6 Qnce#beliWed, 


I will; with permission, read it noM 
in a letter to her frient^De Ck>urcy! 


(Extract.) 


Do you know, €onstantia,^^j^t I 
have undergone a species of torment, of 
which it Is beyond my power to give you even 
a faint desciiption^—after all, 1 verily be* 
lieve that I am but half jiaherotne. VV’e were 
invited to dine with an old acquaintance 
and schopUfellow of Gordon^, an'opulent 
tradesman *o|,London,*swho has a countrjj^ 
house near Loudon* Before dinner, we 


were shq^njbe various apartments, of the 
mansion, k silly custom with some of these^ 
sort of pedple; and, as I wasL looking jiAp 
a prospect from the window, I ws^ accU 
den^tally left alone in. the chambefiDf 
John^n, the good pec^le s eldest 
a ghi of sixteeli! 
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f 

This slight drthimstance tSie 
dsoo^de. of tortnent to me the whde diy*-* 

e ^ t 

it h«s deprived* tne of my rest^iU fii^t! 
How so? As thus—^The door shuttiHg^ 
witii the wind, oiicastoned me to tarn 
round the vnn^ow, when the first 

thing that caught 'my eye was an 

colours, of 

the dffi mansion, drawn by the 

occupier of this little ne8t~as some 
lines of filial affection, v^^itten Underneath, 
expressed.—Wh^t occasioned such a 
sickness at my heart as I read these Imerf^? 

I % 1 

r had a •mother once~I levied her—till 

^ f 

when?—till I beCime«impi||ent of ter 
anxiety for my welfare; and^ then I Aated, 
fifst the ^unwdeome advice—the 
adviser What a fool ani' I ?®l)o you 
Hiow' that this tejtimony of 'filial^love^ 
expression df piausr ^fittmehte, 
Ijfeligfi^tears;^ wh^^ 

tied ^been strangers. I ttthted 
tt^airi^ the window i^aim On a Ihtle 

' V' 
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table^ qpvered with muslin white as 
snow, were placed, in a regularity of .order^ 
emblematipal of the calm^ minc^ of'Jheir 
owner, the few appendages of her toilette. 
Her mirror, ornamentid wi^b a drapery of 
white muslin, loope^ -yp with rq^ttes of 
white ribband, was so placed that her 
waking eyes must eatch the^r^^ted 
image of her own csountenance?'^: A jroyer- 
faijpik and a bibic actually formed part of 
the chamber furniture; and here and 
there a rose leaf peeped^ between the pages^ 
an index to some passage of the sacred 
writings, or some hol^* onson. that had 
peculiarly inmressed I read—I trem^ 
bled;—I clo^ the bookand my per¬ 
turbed would instinctively have flown 
from a %tieat which .courted, the indul¬ 
gence of ibnocent pleasures,* tranquil 
temptation, and fearless slumbers; but my 
feet were spell bound ! WhicHl&ver way 
my eye was turned, some object, emblmn 
of unsullied'mind, arose to torture mev. 

\OI„ II. 1 . 
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StnaU shelves of bcxdts, neatly arranged^ 
^uspeoded by white ribbands, were orna-» 
men^j^ on^each &de of^er virgin<bed ; here 
was an unspotted writing desk—there her 
implements for drawing. A sketch of 
the pai^r, taken ^Vfn the window, ex¬ 
hibited her talents in one species of em- 
ploymenil^; a piece •of needle-work in pro¬ 
gress, and a manuscript translation, into 
Italian, from Humes Histury of England, 
were further testimonials of her industry. 
All this,^Constaiitta^ was too much to bear* 
My head became gid^y—I grew faint—I 
•Slink, with the siekness of death, into a. 
chair! Tou can imderctandihe nature of 
the disease that overpowered me: you must 
remember—you cannot fail to mind 

those days, *when I first received^u under 
mf fatW’s roof, in^ ju^t such a study as 
'Elizas chamber. Ob, why is it that the 
same sdfees, the vety^ selfsame images,: 
which theu afTorded me serene delight, 
«nd tranquil Joy, have now roused self* 
anger and horre^in my breast?—Surely 
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I have but dreamed—It cannot be possible^ 
that, at ANY age, I found calm delight iti 
solitude ; tliat this so Iang*the Seat 

of guilty passions, evf^i knew that peace, 
which only innocence enjoys. Oh, tor¬ 
turing ""recollection !-^Yfes—tfiere^as a 
time, when the mind even of D’Entreville 
was, as Eliza’s is; yes—there St lime, 

when solitude did not affright mc^ and 
when I did not shudder at the contempla¬ 
tion of a God ; but could with humble 
ji^believe, that, if st* God there is, 
‘//e must delight in vi^tue^ —Nq w- — 
but I will.not think—AVhy be a self* 
tormentof ? " Upw^y Vitfi*meditations, that 
only tend to fire my brain !---To oblivion 
for ever t^finsigned this vision ot* Eliza; 
of her cn^niber—ber bible-r-ahd qf all 
those accurate demonstaations of a happy 
inhocent state of mind—such as was that 
of D^ntreville, when* D'Entreville was— 
tlw5 contrast, in. every respect, to what 
SHE IfoW IS." 
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Xyttleton. (speaking solemnlyf clasping 
‘ his ^nds together, and casting his eyes 
cn the floor) Tjo wl:^|||^she now is!— (ajler 
a pattse) —Miserabje, miserable victim of 
daring infidelity—of impious presumption! 
(Aft^another pSuse, turning to '^lEmma) 
Oh, Miss Clarendon, remember D’Entre- 
ville; and at no period of our lives, let any 
of^us,. by sin or sophistry, be tempted, for 
one moment, to relinquish our faith 
IN Goo, which is the only stedfast barrier 
to guik—the oirriy genuine guard 

virtue!-;- , , <• T* 

* Now, ' then, Mr. White , will have 
the goodness to contihue his interesting 
narrative, and to tell us what followed the 
horrible event he has describes tpus, 

Vf 

JVhite. 1 fiave herci Sir, a ^opy of the 
3lposilion oF the C’Crrant boy, taken be^ 
fore the coroner. It is not very long, 
and as it'is in some instances retrospective^ 
and elucidatory, I will, .with your per- 
ihission, read it^ 
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(Read^g) —“ James Falmeb, sworit: 
Was servant to the deceased, Henrietta, 
Countess D'Entrev^e—had lived Aout 
twelve months in her. service—the Coun^ 
tess had lodgings at Bro?npton, and St Rich¬ 
mond, 43iesides those in Bond-streetj««imight 
have other lodgings, but not to his know^ 
ledge; he was hired for Bond-street lodg^ 
iiigs only, * Countess was there sometimes 
)r th{;eedays; seldom longer than three 
; sometimes flid not come there for a 
month. Had large piyties twice ^iuce he 
lived with her—diiyier was provided by 
people from a stavern-*-chiet]y nised thp 
lodgings for small catd parties—never 
knew Sir Edward Newington come to 
Bond-street.'* Had heard some other ser- 
vants of ‘^the Countess say, Sir Edward 
had been a\ Richmond^lodgings. Countess 
slept in Bond-street on the night before 
this affair. Often received letter^ from 

4W 

abroad i always inquired, the first question,' 
if there were* any letters, On^ the 




174 rm MA6IC Of wzAhrf^ 

morning of tlie seventeenth Juty» a 
forei^ courier came with a letter for the 
Coylntesg, which he would deliver only jth 
herself: the letter seemed to agitate her 
very much: he, t^e;^deponent,\was sent 
off with a note from j^Coun- 

less, to Mh Eaton s chambers, m Gray’s 
Inn: saw Mr. Eaton, and delivered the 
note into bis own hand. , He seemed 
much' agitated at the contents,, of the 
note: told him to s^k, then said he^ 
need not wait—hpt to let the Countess 
know hewoulddineinPond'Street—Dinner 
was provided—^nobody bul^Mr. Eaton and 
Countess dinedt W«aited at tables con¬ 
versation was in some foreign Ianguage*<-*<^ 
believes French; don't know any language 
but English. Countess was very violent— 
Mr. Eaton ^as .pale. Flaced the 
dessert and wme aftm* dinner as usual 
--^e^sert kdIRres and spoons oid^ on 
table; Bell rang violently about ha!|^ 
an honr after dinner: Countess acdcMr. 
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Eaton \;oth, v^alking in great agltatidh 
about the room: Countess said, Show, 
this man the do(^!” Mr. £ 9 ton*jBaid, 
•‘The Countess*is piad.—You may re¬ 
tire, Sir!** Countess'stamped her foot: 

“ your peril, James 

will dHve me to distraction V’ She then 
walked up to Mr. Eaton, and talked in 
foreign t5 him—she seemed quite in a 
passion--|^as often in a passion, buC never 
fko violently as thfit: saatched the letter out 
of Mr. Eaton's hands^it was thp foreign 
l^ter that came it^ the morning: threw 
herself on th©^ sofa—tore off ^Ke orna¬ 
ments from her head.^Mr. Eaton 
to her,, talked in foreign tocher, seem¬ 
ingly trying to pacify her: suddenly tlte 
Countess pulled a dagger from* her bosom 
—said soSnetbiog. in foreign, with gSiUt 
vioknce—and then, all in a ,momentj 
plunged the dagger into the heart, of Mr. 

Eaton* and then in her own bremtr?* 

* *■ 

is qmtu sttre it*was the Countess gave bott 
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the wounds;—run out of tl:>e room, 
.screaming murder.—It was all done in a 
monjent-»-thercf was no possibility to pre¬ 
vent it—knows no cause for the quarrel 
bu^ theletter/* ^ 


(Copy of the letter alluded to in Paimer*s 
deposition^ as translated f rom ike Spa* 
ntsh ,—An superscfiption or address.) 

** All is over—^you must die;—the folly 
of £aton liaa completed y$ir destruction^ 
which the avaric^ of*Effington began. 
This miser expired in one of the dun- 
gedns oPthe Inquisition, about ten days 
ago.—He ,was^ to have undergone the tor- 
on the very d|iy 'he died—probably 
killed by his terrors. His immense wealth 
has thus slipped out of the hands of the 
Duka, who is enraged to a degree I never 
witnessed before—though what I have 
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witnessed^ since I have been cursed vrith 
the duties of this secretaryship, you parti/ 
know. Among E^ngtoji’s papet» was 
found a letter, most unguardedly wntten 
by Eaton, in which ^tour name appears. 
The^^e, after consulting with tj^c&ld- 
bloodl«l~^ltaIian ex-priest, Zarnelli^ now in 
favour, has sealed yfur death warrwfiU 
They deoai the discovery of your former 
commission in England probable,• from 
this proof of th^ indiscretion of those 
whom you trust; and jthe very moment 
after the receipt of this letter (if it reaches 
you living) buyout last I ^There arjs 
twenty agents newly a^ed to our corpse 
escape, therefore, is impossible.—^You will 
fall inevitably, by an invisible hagd, unless 
with characteristic courage, brave but UUr 
fortunate •HenrietCs, you disappoint ih^ 
hirelings, and their nftsters, by your own 
heroism, vlf possible, contrive to let me 
have one farewell letter t but it can only 
be y^ured through the hands of biii, 
* I 3 



17A TBB MJteiC OP WEALTH. 

* 

who delivers this—whi<^ instantly^ destroy^ 
if my life is worth your care.—Fare-« 
well,for eyerTe 


Littleton. <;This letter was polished 
then ? 

Whiter It was, and as I have been told 
caused* the destruction of the writer. 

Lyitleton. Undoubtedly it did—1 was 
in Spain at this crisis, and, what will much 
'fiorprise you, f then knew the wretcheq 
and w^s entru|t^ by him with 
the all hi^ a«>d a dying 

OOfliesstoa, containing part of his history« 
He himself there by aether nsme, 
as you related the events, I felt pon- 
T^tion there couM npt be a ;.eGoud Bf- 
fington. This Secretary of the Duke, 
the writer of this warning to the C^o^o- 
tes^ ssas remewd' by poison. • JT <)Niii>cd 
ther^ tdsp, much informatloQ oa the 
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subject the corps of desperate agentd 
which he alludes to, and which, if di-w 
vulged, would make ihe*noblea and the 
gentry of England f^use, and examine 
deeply, before they place the sedbrity. of 
their and the secrets of thek 
and their families, in the keeping of 
foreign domestics^ nine times out of ten, 
enemies 6y prejudice, and too fretjuenlly 
spies and betrayers from mercenary mo¬ 
tives !—But to refurn'to your daughter. 
White. The effect gf such a scene of 
horror upon my Harriet may be conoeived, 
but cannot b4l;4lescribed. She,* too, was 
compelled to attend me coroner, as an 
evidence; and on thuf occasion was nearly 
driven to tha necessity of making tier real 
known: bu( as the gaculation of 
tl||$t^tclied D’EntiWilte was not under* 
stood % any but herself, and she had 
relOined sufficient self-possession to con* 
oeal the additional cause of her owo enio* 
ti'^n^ ibr which the horrid spectacle wet 
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of itself apparently soiicient, t^e 
passed off without that disclosure. 

Afjfery/ew'seatenc® more wi'l now put 
you in complete possession of all I have 
to ^el^^^any a day of grief and woe my 
chili^^nldnued. .^o endure existence in 
humble ob^urity, until another^, sin¬ 
gular occurrence brought about our meet¬ 
ing. At this time she lodged at i glover’s, 

in one'^ of the streets at the back of Pic- 

1* 

cadilly; and her landlady, who was of^'a 
kind and benevolci;it disposition, was th^ 
only ,j%rson in the ,world with whom 
she held any social interQwrse. I^e had 
r^arked that Miss OldMd went regu¬ 
lar once a week to some place afiew 
^les ihHii town ; and, ^ upon enquiry, 
iearat^ that it was to discitarge a me^- 
chply duty to'^an unfortunate brother, who 
■ been deprived of his reason for a con> 
MderaUe- time, but who was then OEn)> 
Missfeent, and was soon to the mui- 
On one <^' these occasions, ^iss 
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Oldfielc^ requested' my Harriet to acco\n- 
^ pany her; and the very house to whicji 
she was thus providentially attfactd|^y was 
the abode of that^^unhappy sire whom 
she had so long considered as dCfl$^|ped to 
dustf 

^on their arrival, Oldfield was 

directed to seek her brother in the garden 
—so providentially was it ordered :—for 
iM, Mr. Oldfield been then in the house, 

never should •have beheld—never havg 
embraced my Harriet ^never s];ipuldhave 
breathed the a^^of liberty—ni^r have 
known this ^pir! 

From* the^ated vMndow of a two pair 
of stairs back room, 1 had the privilege— 
or the torture shall I call it-^f looking 
into the garden ;^and it was, sd^ ordained, 
that at*the very mbmenl when HjMriiet 
and her companions were returningi owkds 
the house, tny face was applied okH^ly 
to the wimknv bars.——Our eyoe met— 
we ^w, we knew each other J~£xpeGt not 
a description of the scene! 
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My daughter, as sH^ kfterwtr^ often 
rented to me, was instantly struck, with 
the fuU^nvictiop of vvhat she deemed a 
strong resemblance of my features. She 
shriekn^)iiconscious(j)—seized the arm of 
MisG^finj|e}d—and^ but for the support 
of heH^ther^ would have fainted. 

Obliged to assigOc some cause for "Ifter 
a{qiarently strange conduct, she told them 
that a person had appeared at that window 
60 like a deceased relative; most dear t# 
her, that if she could have indulged a 
doubt jO^his decease, |he should believe 
it to be hinj^elf.' ' , 

The brolher of (Hfteld said—• 
The poor gentleman whom you saw ha$ 
been hernia long time.; Hh^ name ia 
PutterIf yery harmless; but,- as pa* 
tie^^:<of> bis deacription are neV'er 
uinUd >to cenve^iip wi& any body but tite' 
ijl^l know^of him is, that io lib 
paKM^^pi !fa« gr»t (teal aboitk^' 
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loiagiiie my deal^ child’s feelings.—^a- . 
tore pr^mpting» almost forcing her to 
exclamationls, to aets of, desperation— 
but Providence, as I humbly believe, im^r 
posing a cautious l^straint, 
often described as truly supertialiMl^ 

** Potter~Potter !—i*]^^et—*• 
his^daughter Harriet !”-^were the only 
words that escaped her lipsj but her eyes 
spoke a volume of amazement, of^ hojWf 
Md yet of hopeJ , 

Miss Oldfield was discreet as she was 

• • 

benevolent.—Enforcing, by herlKoksaitd 
gesturels, sil^ce at tl^sft tilne, yile speedily 
quitted the e i andi before they reached 
her own house, such was the power* of 
sympathy, .^Harriet bad confided her the 

hopes and horrors of her distracted mincL 
JiB tQ^ysel^ fhe smme'impo^an^xxie** 
fluent that ioipressdS these ideas > on 
da^gbt^ s braint struck mine with a snddm 
iUnm^iiott, be3?t»id desci^*o«s.^ 

Issiw—>>1 kbew my Harriett Jn 
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and long intervals of ]ictd rea^n» I bad 
sufficiently made myself acquainted with 
my owil real st^te; but I had never suf- 
fared my knowledge to be suspected *^by 
my In the* vecurring paroxysms 

of I often called upon my Harriet 

—oft^ply disi^ased imagination presented 
her before me, in ei^idless varieties of si¬ 
tuation ; but that moment, thatu miracu¬ 


lous moment, which directed our long- 
jsevered eyes to flash ^hejf mingled beao^ 
upon each other—gh, where is the power 
that can describe that moment!—I will 
not atterrtpjt it.~Twas a di^rent vision 
from the phantasies. tha( imagination had 
so often placed before me—and yet the 


difl^rence cannot be defined b^^^ langu^. 
Instinct gaye me wlngs^ and directed tb% 
} I flew' to tiie door of thy ap^t* 
nsehtrr-alas !—^rs ahd bolts resisdim my 
sirm^liest dSTor^ brought the recotlleop^ti 
oi my a^al state'4|)ainful]y upcm raert^jiii, 
I :«ink senseless on the floor. How Jpng 
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I remained in that Situation I am uncon¬ 
scious, but the first instant of recovery 
hurried ineback to the spot from wtich l 


had beheld the visiorj^— it was gone! Oh, 
the excruciating agony of that 
I doubted whether I h^^d really my 

childj or whether my poor dtstraiSwmind 
had only been visited hy another madden¬ 
ing dream. 1 here w^as, however, one fea¬ 
ture of this last vision novel and striking : 

appearance Jaf nny Harriet walking* 
with Oldfield, whom I "bad often noticed, 
and bowed to, ftom ^my^ window, but 
whose form never before been brought 


into association with •my child. There 
was a slender thread of hope in this idea 
to which clung; and I watched, hour 


after hour; for a chance of seeing him again. 

. At the fall of nigh^—quiet nloontight 
night—I saw him stealing softly under-i" 
nc^ath"^ my window. directed Kis ey^ 
towards me ;~I made fitm sensible that I 



He returned my sigifal ^ 
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olie equally significaift, You 

perhaps all know that there is a method 
o(; cqhVer^iiig, telegraphically, Jby means 
6f the fingers^ Oldfield tried the eicpe- 
rioi||)|p^;and our joy was mutual at di$« 
covi|l||^4hat. oyr alphabets were tho- 
rougm^^undeir^tood by each other. 

From that moment my escape was 
jdanned a few days it was ejected 
and I fbkkd my long^sent, my long 
diild to my bosom/ u^Ier the roof m 
Miss Old^ld. 


Much had we to say^mucb to inc^uife; 
but I waive all that^passed-"<>j|^u will imit* 
gine iti Nothing*^ that I could urge, 
however, would induce my Harriet to 
consent to any attempt on my^'j^art tO' te- 
cover our rights. The sense wf shai^ 


whether right or wrong, was so strong 
UfK)!! her, that thougfi'^ she consented to^ 


my b^armg my ^pvn name, she Vever 
assumeil her husl^md’s. Not one aolitaiy 
among all those whom in 
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rity I was there, indeed, 

to whom, with any probability of suodesi, 

I could Jiave applied for 'assUt^ce,yiad I 
made myself kno\w; and I therefore 
yielded my wishes \o her will, "ML was 
supported by her labour for sev^pH^rs. 

On the subject of her chil^ as F 
called it, but which •title she never sane* 
tioned, We differed. It was my opiniem, 
lat duty requiredulier to acquaint iierself 
its destiny; i^ut 4ny efforts were frui^ 
less. Unknown to however, I made^ 

some enquiries privately, and learnt, that 

• • • 

U)e woman kept the cottage, to which 
Harriet *bad bean conveyed, died about 
twelve months after the birth of the child 
r;.-tbat Qj,|don, at that time, Inmself con* 
jwyed avipy the little girl, one knew 

whither*,*bat it was 'conjectured tha^slie 
^ went with him abroad. 

LyttlHon, This coiggdance of drcuim- 
irtances and events ^£ild be suffir^ent 
jvktoio^ m my court of justice, to est»- 



188 THE MAOltf OP WEALTH. / 

blish this young lady’s claims S)^,be your 
heiress, my dear Sir, if you were an em¬ 
peror,' Give her, then, your beart—for 
I have no doubt sl^. is your daughter's 

will ^na^ole you to bequeath 
her H 4^(17 worthy the grand-daughter of 
a British merchant* There is, however, 
a conclusive proof** in our possession, 
which we have not yet examined — — 
Emma, "where is the lejtter your good Mrs. 
JWainwright gave to yo^ We will confe 
pare the autography, with Gordon's letters 
in your possession, Mr.rWhite. 

t * <■ 


[Their identity \yas visible—v/as strik¬ 
ing—was indisputable 1 The old man 


folded Enjma, with fond rapture, to his 
bosom;—the amiable girl shed tears of 
^tenderness, but waa too' much agitated by 
her feelings to be to give them 
utterance;—and the'*whole groupe were 


for some minute^lent!] 



Ldncasler. There is stUl one short lud: 
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wanting^ Sir, to complete the chain of 
events which brought us here together. 

fFhite*^ I understand •you*-r-Mr# Old¬ 
field s unhappy sitnaj^n had been a heavy 
drain oipon the sltraitened financet his 
sister- A relation, in^whose she 

confided, deceived her—ruined her. She. 
was compelled to submit to a statute of 
bankruptcy every thing was taken from 
^;~this new diate-ess revived her bro¬ 
iler’s malady, aild filially broke her hearts 
These events compelled us to seek a new, 
and far more lowly lodging. Our means 
—or rather, 4et me say, my dear Harriet’s 
earnings—grew less *and less in value, 
compared with the increasing price of the 
humblest necessaries of life. 1 became 
more and more iqfirm—grieftand anxiety, 
preyed on us both; she paid so nflich 
attention to my ailments, that she was 
compelled to relinquisk^ large portion ..cif 
her usual labours; and^was consequently 
^^biidged in her income. At length a ner- 
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vdiiB f€v^ seized her, and totally prevented 
fiie continuance of her exertions. ’For' 
a time, we^ lived^ upon our little hoarded 
treasure; but, alas Iti sickhess soon ex- 
hausitft^^e savings of the poor. " Alhgotng 
outy hHit ft9 coming is a phrase that 
has be^ perftaps jn your ears before; 
but they alone can truly understand the 
pangs of such a state, who feel them. 

My poor de^ afFecfionate heart broken 
'Harriet, was at length relieved, from till 
endurance of these p^ngs, and from bodily 
pain, by. the welromd hand of smiling 
death.—And though it was on tb,e bed of 
poverty, nay of penuiy, that her last sigh 
wa^ breathed; yet, oh! how far more 
grateful was it to my soul to Witness such 
3 pious, pefiiteht, Resigned departure of 
my beloved child, than to have beheld her ^ 
a living tnonume.it of splendid prd^«* 
tul^n! 

My .Suferingl^Pthis event were b^ no 
meina keen; 1 bad Mt so many wouifSs,^ 
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far inore acute, that now with resignation I 
bowed to^he Disposer of man's dc'^inies^ 
and awaited my own re;ease with iran« 
quillity. I was planrang some meafia of 
earning bread—I* wiited only 
when a paralytic stroke cVprived 
use oS iny limbs. What ware the honest 
people, under whose •roof. a pennyless, 
paralytic 6id man of seventy lay, to do 
with him ^ The utmost produce of their 
ceitseless labour Ijut poorly fed, clothed, 
and sheltered their seven children and 
themselves. They tmentioned roy case, 
which became indeed Iheir own, to the 
master tailor fpr • whflm the husband 
worked; he was a humane man, a§d 
happened at »that time to be overseer of 
the poor. The relief he afforded w^as not 
a splendid ^oon, but it was to me a m6st 
Ibceptable concession t—he. obtained my 
admission into the wpr^puse of the 
parish, in which I pauper, 

casmfty^insiQad of causing me the pain 
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and mortification of a removal to that 
^wher^the law might have compelled me 
tob^conveyed as a pauper by sejfthment / 
Yes, ye proud ojjies! who calculate on 
inexhaustible suppli^ of wealthi hear it, 
and tefi^t!—A merchant, once possess¬ 
ing more than one hundred thousand 
pounds, lived to see the last departing 
shadow of his riches—lived td acknow- 

I 

ledge his ado^g^n among the parish poor, 
a boon of ! • * 

Zyttkton. GranLme your hand, worthy, 
excellent man! In you I honour one of 
the most exaltedt of my species. The 
arrows of adversity, which are stuck so 
thick about you, are trophies of a valour 
more wdrthy of the homage- of mankind, 
than crowns of martial victory. What is 
tht glory of slaying millions,* compared 
with the bright wreath obtained by virtiJl • 
triuniphant C M lidversity ?—Blessed be-the 
hour that brU^t you to my knowledge 1 
Your tale presents a crowd of thoughts— 
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gives birth to^a variety of conjecture^f^a&d 
opens to my mind projects, which at sonfi^ 
future opportunity 1 will impart^oy<^. In 
the mean time, it is ^y duty to restore to 
you some part of t^at wealth, v\1iich^has 
so long and so unjustly been^ \i$ibheld 
from you.—I hold at preFv?nt nearly twd" 
hundred thousand pounds, derived from 
Effingtoit—of whom I have much to tell. 
A quarter of that sum ^^||^nsidef to be- 
long to you; anti as n^^^bt remain^ 
upon my mind,that is ypur Har¬ 

riet's child, I thus% assume the ofHce of 
Lord Chancellor, and» decree-«-thdt Afty 
thousand* pounds -shalt^ be secured to you 
and her;. but on such conditions bb a 
knowledge of mankind convinces me are 
necessary for the guidance of a^irtuous, no 
less than *the restriction of^ vicious incll* 
%ationSk—Silence ! I fqrbid all further 
parlance—I rise.~The adjourned. 

"c 

roh. ij. 


K 
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X^HAH'EA V, 


•SCENE 1. 

4 

*The following 4$x Lyttleton invited Lan- 

• t ' 4^1 

-caster to a walk on the sea shore, with the 
design of entering^ into confidential con¬ 
versation with him on, bis past conduct, 
and his future views. 

The pfelude necessary to^such ^ dia¬ 
logue was not finishi^, when, as they 
* approached a* holl&w in the oltfis, which 
the Flimfiamtonian^ called a cave, a voioit^ 
exclaifned—It will do—it will do¬ 
it will do !^]||tatch it who can!”- -and 
forth rushed a man, with a scroll of [^per 
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in his ha^d, which he liourished ovtffliis 
head in the air. It was Mason. Turning 
round at th^ sound of their footstep oa 
the pebbles, he [>ercei^ii his auditors. 

Mason. Angels^a^ ministers of gtjace 
defend me! Is it thy spirit, J^andaster, 
that I see before me, pr art thou in thc^ 
flesh ? If so, my prayer is, that a little 
more may grow upon thy bones, and that 
more lustre may be in those eyes, which 
thou dost glare withal t \ 

Lytdeton, Had I nef met vou; Sir, at 
Garraway’s, some ikuc I should be¬ 
lieve that I encountered some niiad poet 
among these rocks and cliffs. As it is, I 
am surprised tp find a gentleman of your 
avocation in this s^uestered spot? 

Mason. Pardon jne, mo§t ••mysterious 
stranger, Aough not ijow so mysterious'a| 
^en I saw you last, ’niidst Jews and^ 
Gentiles, in ’Change-aUeyLCornhill—par; 
don rap, if I say that you aisplay an igno-. 
rafipe <lf what Othello's occupation really 

K 2 ‘ 
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is, you suppose, becatkse joi^fiod me 
liere, ** Othello’s occupation is no more!” 
I htve »been* hard at worfe' even 
now, to the very moment when 1 quitted 
"yonder cave. It m^v be taking too great 
a" libertyv with you, Sir, but had 1 en- 
countered my friend I^ncaster alone, I 

sliould have hailed the meeting for a 

» 

happy , omen^ and should have availed 
myself of his genius and judgment, not 
for the first lime, Sir, by reciting to him 
the production of *the last half hour. 

Lancaster. 1 perceiie, Mr. Mason, that 
however much chahged I am, and in every 
respect imaginable I am altogether 
changed, you are the sati|| Mason still. 
It becomes me, however, td state to you, 
that but fdr the exJ:raoFdinary philanthropy 
Of'^this—'— 

Littleton, (looking displeased.) Sir—you 
forget my request—I was going to say toy 
injunction—but 1 have Toxx right, certainly^ 
to command. Pray, Mr. Mason, if my 
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presence,^ does ffbt prevent Mr. Lafl&ster 
the pleasure of bearing your production^ 

M 

will ydu permit me to share it ?• 

Mason, Your contesK^nsion, Sir, pene* 
trates me deeply. premise* in order 

to account for a style whicH,. otHbrwise 
would be deented, perhaps, rather too. 
florid, that these (Subjects are got tip 
purposely for the ladies; and we find. 
Sir, that we can’t be too flighty for their 
iair fancies. 

LyttUton, What is^ft^ subject*? 
Mor^7z.lThat, 9ir, ^^hich engrosses the 
attention W every female, from a duchess 
to a dairy'inaid, Vvitbm a circuit of fifty 

miles—the aaAKD subschiption public 

»'' 

BBEAKFAsT at the N«w Asseiribly Rooms 
and Gardens. 

Luncastet: Why |l)at is a happy theme, 
for your talents, indeed. Mason ; 1 know 
-yon excel in that line. ^ 

• Mason, Do. you Uiink so? The sob- 
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ject^^^abominably hackniiS, too# In the 
^resenjt. state of the public appetite, novelty^ 
novel^ is. the only marketable commo¬ 
dity; and, 'of courte, we caterers must 
fupply if. Now, as “ Public Breakfast ” 
has been ^ done a. hundred times before, 
there can be. nothing new in the mat^ 
fer-^onsequently, 'che manner is the 
only scope for invention# Thus, as the 

I 

growling poet, Cowper, says of the young 
p^>arks of his time,' that their ambition 
was “ to commit' <;he oldest sins the 
newest kind of \^ay so is it the aim 
of us writer's to describe the oldest scenes 
the newest kind of way—and I flatter 
myself that I have hit the mark. You 
must understand, Sir, that there is a 
sect, at present on the increase all over the 
king^lom, who, sort of sham sensi- 

bitoy for the poor, are on all occasion! 
howling at the enjoyments and pastimes 
of ^ the‘rich# Instead of exposing^ the 
morbid* <joa}iiy of this falser feelings cut 
people of rank I^ve very foolishly 
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tempted, a conij^omise with it; sirtd the 
conse(|uence has been, a most grqtesqOe 
and abs^^rd conjunction^ of inirt^ and 
pity—of gaiety and compassion. Pleasure 
may be the real mo^e; but Phifentlyopy 
must be the pass-wcyd, evep to our 
amusements. To such an.extreme is thiS 

m 

tyranny carried, that a man of fashion, 
with a *cacoethes for actjng, is denied 
the opportunity of exciting mirtfi by his 
performance of tragedy, unless the plajg' 
bills announce tbat^the laugh^ though 
entirely at his expJfence^ is^productive of a 
** Bentfit"^ to soino worthy object of 
charity. 

Lyttleton. In compliance witb.this taste 
of the times I suppose it is, thit the prq^ 
fits of the public^breakfast t^-morrow, we 
are informed, are appropriated m idd' 
of the subscriptions for the establishment 
of a. Marine Infirmary at Flimflam ton. . 
w You are righl^ Sir; and^ 

though the motto on the admission itched 

_ mnt- 
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is “V7t;e la bagatelle” f assur^you that 
(he object of the proprietors of this diver- 
trseinent is no hagateile^ as yo« will per- 
" ceive from the little Secret hfstory, which, 
in my professional cal^ieer, 1 have stumbled 
upon. Among those who have profited most 
by Mr. Flimflam’s rage for building, h a 

certain fashionable* architect, whose ta- 

% 

lents are uncj^uestionably of the first oi-der, 
but who is totally unconscious of that 
^d maxim, which sdys, it is possible to 
have too much of a‘ good thingand who, 
tharefore^ when begins to plan, 

with great diffiiSuky induced to leave off. 
Having with the ‘ speed of magic, by 
th# aid of Flimflam's wealth, erected, 
witiiin tb^ compass of a mHe, as many 
jiltblic buildrngs as^ ia former times, a 
tcaveller met witl|i|^tween London and 
ocean, he length about to ex¬ 

plore some other spot, for the^ exercise 
idf 4iis powers of design ; and badiflmoBt 
^made up his mind to the bold idea^of 
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levelling StoneI|enge, and convertkng Sa* 
lisbury Plain into a sort of Regent’s 
Park, when, unluckily for that^grai|d pro¬ 
ject, dnoblenfan arrive at Flimflam ton, who 
having received very^iat benefit froiQ the 
use of Sir William l^t^on's^arine Baths 
at Tenby, in South Wales, was every whei€^ 
clamorous in praise of their utility, and 
the public spirit of their worthy pro¬ 
prietor.—“ Marine Baths I Marine Baths! 
my dear Lord Norton!” exclaimed MC 
Adhere, our everlasting architect, at 
flimflam’s table after dinner; ‘‘Ob, wh^ 
a doldrum have I beentin I How shocking' 
that suolfa charming nl&n should originate 
with any otlier man; and be carried imo 
execution, tab, in such a place as Tenby! 
Why, my Lord, though TeuJiy has lately 
obtained Such notoriety, it is a mere speck 
upon a rock—a mtlP^piiypnple of. earth; 
in. oompanson with this place. My 
d^ . Sir, we tnust have something better 
«FUmflamton, even if we build, it ,bjf 
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sub^ption/’ Subscription!” echoed Mr. 
]^1int,.the lawyer; do you ipppose Mr. 
Flimdam .would submit to an as* 
persion?” “Subscription!’’ re-echoed Lord 
Noi^^on; “ how singi^lar! Doyouknovv, 
Mr. F)im|lam, th^it the thought occurred 
\o me this ver); morning, that if 1 limflam- 
ton were nearer the metropolis, it would 
an excellent charity to erect Marine 
Bath^ here, with an Infirmary.” “ Most 
w^xcellent ideal chaimiiig, charming, my 
Lord!” e\claime<hMr. Adhere: “ alreadg^ 
the thine is done. I tiave it—I have 51 k 

f ^ ■' e 

Is not ihe»Dui'e of^-expected at j our 

seat in a few days r 1 ^know his philan** 
thropic spirit; and I am sure a word from 
you, rny Lord, would gain us his name 

the Flimflamton Marire 
Ipfipniiary- You ^ust persuade him to 
h^re. a weekfwiH person. We will pro* 
CAir,e popular preachers for a sermon at the 
IjJ^w^0h^pel-!7fpoppIar.singersYor a Gmnd 
§ppceft 7 rpopt^raQ|reipefii fpr 
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• 

atxl amateurs of fashion for plays 
all, nominjrfly, for^ the benefit jof the 
FIimflamt(5ti Infirmary—bfit, incealily, for 
the benefit of every'individual at Flim- 
flamton: for such a,'Series of fashiormble 
amusements, for charitable purposes, will 
fiil every nook and curnei of the place- 
with visitors of the "highest rank, and 
consequently raise Flimflamton property 
Cent, percent, in value.” ^ 

This last argument was omnipotent wittt* 
Fl:mllam. — A ^pfot of v^orthless 
ground, about a in?le oiU of Fliintlamton, 
was liberally given b\^the Badker, who, 
as the Duke \vasT;o be Patron and Presi¬ 
dent, coilld only be Treasurer, and re- 
tainer of all xhe palronas,e^ 

Lord Nohon, f»om a couvibtion of the, 

• • 

Usefulness of the —Mr. Flimffinrl, 

* 

from a Sense of selfinteitst—and MtJ 
Adhere; from the love of a new job^^ 
all heartily coiicurred in the immediate 
adoption of the plan. And when, tb^ 
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Sketch* of an r^ddress to the public on the 
subjeqt^ was started, Mr. FlHit observed, 
that £ nephew of Yates, meaming your 
humble servant, was then fortunately at 
Moreton, whose abi.;ties and opportuni¬ 
ties were^precisely those wanted to bring 
the design before the world, with all the 
aids of newspaper eclat. 

Such, Sir, was the origin of to¬ 
morrow’s GBAND PUBLIC BREAKFAST ; and 

I 

“^ucli the cause of my introduction to the 
celebrat&l Mr. J’lVmflam. And here I 
hold a specimen* of those talentSj which 
Mr. Flint* has, I Year, too highly praised. 

But you must judge. Only bear in mind, 

» * 

that NovELTY-^NovELTY IS the aim; and, 
<» 

as I said before, in this c*all chance 
of arises, from a manner; 

for^Charity and Public Breakfasts are stale 
materials. Nbw, then ;—suppose you are 
opening a fashionable newspaper, yc^^ will 
be astomshed'^lfii See, at the tqp of a co¬ 
lumn, an impression from an engraving in 
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ivood: the design— Chakjty, apparently 
fainting^ mpporied, in a waltzing attitude^ 
ly HARi^iauiK—Is not th^ ggod?— 

Underneath, in larg^ type, 

11 

FLIMFLAMTON^RAND DEJEUN^. 

o 

And then, instead of beginning—‘‘On 
Tuesday last, this ^ong-lalked-of enter-"* 
tainment, &c. &c/'—I dash out thus;— 
(reading )— 

‘‘ Hither, ye cyrfics, of whatever scJjfT 

w 

‘‘whose sour visages^ •for ever turned to- 
“ wards gloomy Views of life, depict the 
“ state«of man's existence as«one unvairy-* 

“ ing scene of*tragedy, hither, and be- 
“ hold, for once at least, a vision without 
woe IV 

Lyitl^^^ ^ vision wkj^out woeT*^ 
Fine alliteration I ^ - 

^ jji,* ■ * f 

Mason* Alliteration, Sir, is the grand, 
charm for catching delicate ears. 

Lyttleton,! suppose^ou may now ah^ 
tiien duq^n^ with sense, but there always 
must be sound. 
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Ma^on, You^ are quite right The 
paragraph is ia the climax styie. {read- 

“The light of a'long looked for day 
“ noy dkwns auspiciotis on F iuiHaunton's 
** shores ! The risjnsf sun illumes a cloiid- 
^ less sky—the, tranquil ocean yieltls the 
“ wished-for tide-—soft gales give gentle 
“ motion to the genial air- and giiy FliiTi>- 
“ flamton g ves — a public bueakpasp 
"^to a Royal Duke!” ‘ 

I.ancasier. That*o!imax smacks a 1 ttle 
of plagiary—I recollecV. something very 
like it. * ^ 

Masan, Coincidence, possibly—but not 
plagiarism^ upon my honour. The 
thought at the close of para¬ 

graph all th^ world "wUl o^^^^'be ori- 
ginal.« {readmg )— / ^ 

“ I fail happyi morn—h^jppy Flimflam- 
“ ton, hail ! For blazoned in the 
“ page of iashi«f^s records, shall this day s 
“ glories - slrine/^ and Ihisi day's joys be 
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“ registered; glories ai)d joys whichr’spring 
“ I rum tTie united powers of art and 
“ nature—joint contributions^ froip men 
“ and gods ! For Vhat would thy smiles 
avail, oh Phoebus^ iEolus, and Nef^une, 
without the talents, taste, and libe- 
“ rality of Downing, of Ca^lani, Leandetf^ 
“ Waud, Zfopel, and Flimflam ? 

“ Though sunshine, and fair wind 
“ and weather, be requisites, be indis* 
pensables of a* se^r side public breakfa^**" 
“ yet what were these alone,* without 
'‘those tasteful cfecorations which delight 
the eye; those vocal and those instra^ 

“ ment^ strains*of h*armony, which<^n- 
'' chant the ear; delicious viands, which 
tnvit^^^^ps to taste them ;*and stages 
'' chalk^^Hpi ta/icy's fairy anagic^ which 
''sets llfeneels a dancing And^hat* 
" again were all tbe^j'e earthly combina- 
" ttpn^ of delights,^, did the heavens 
" frown ?—Though'^ opu]i|nce and taste^ 
‘^prepare tbe^ pleasuiiesi ^pft> elysium fpr 
^ expectant thousands,* were ffe^olus and 
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“'Nepiune unkindly to blow np a storni^ 
‘‘'how soon would they cgfivert the 
“ Ijrilliant paradise into a dreary scene, 
“ which only water-vrtagtails could enjoy!” 

Lancaster. Well c^one, Mason, that is 
original; I recollect no parallel to that, 
uther in Della Crusca, Laura, or any other 
writer for the diurnal press. The idea that 
^tbe united aid of men and gods is necessary 
to a public breakfast, though perfectly 
was never sc happily illustrated 
before; and is only^ surpassed by the image 
of the water-wagtails, (which is certainly 
as original as sublin7e. 

LytU^ion. Excellent, indeed, Mr.Mason. 
It has been justly remarked to *be the 
prerogative of genius alone; ^^nng before 
the mind tb^pse unexpected which, 

though th^y would never of tnemselves 
have occurred tp us, are no sooner struck 
out of the autjtprX fancy^ and presented 
' to our vievK^ than we instantly rpcogntse 
tfaer, aptness-of the aUusion, and are im- 
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pressed with all the conseq\^ent reflfctions 
and rombinalions^ intended to be produced. 
Now, on ihis occasion, What can b^more 
to the point than the water-wagtail ? 

I think I see the m^st enchanting gardens, 
embellished with every device of art; I see 
an orchestra filled with first-rate per-, 
formers; I see tables, *ob1ong, square, and 
round, spiead with the most temptilig 
4^11ation; and then, suddenly, 1 hear Sl 
clap of thunder—hedr the wifid howling 
through the trees—the •rain pattering on 
orchestra; see* the performers 
bagging their instruments, and •buttoning 
up thei/ throats;* the waiters sheltering 
their heads with napkins, turning ap the 
table-clott^^ld pocketting the s*^il. The 
storm incloses; othe^orcUe^fra is emp-, 
tied; the Waiters vanish; and a i^bette 
that has cbst some tlmusand ^utids 
in'preparation, presents no Jiving creature, 
but a few wat^-wag tails, dipping their 
feathers in the deluged walkl^^ Thus ydh 
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perceK^e the ^rain of ideas, generated by 
tlie happy image of the wa^r^wagtail, 
is naturally such as the author wished to 
create, and, is an^ admirable proof of 
the*trufh of my defit^tibn of the power of 
genius, put pray, Mr. JMason, seriously 
'speaking, is this merely an exercise for 
your talents, or is it, as you hinted, a 
piece of bespoke work ? 

I 

Lancaster, Oh| depend upon it, Sir^ 
friend Mason's time is too valuable 
throw •away in * exercises. —Is. it not» 
Mason ? 

r ♦ ’ 

make^ no reserves with you, 
inj good fellow; you "remember I once 
had reason to think you would be one of 
cur corps! I confess to yoOf then, that 
I have been^successful,beyond all expectar 
iioivin the profesfiioii, and have at present 
more demand^\for my pen than 1 can 
possibly satisfy.* I could, indeed, ^si||r 
supply every day in the week half a doi^ea 
coltunns. offian the Com Lawh XhcjCcttkptm 
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€^uestion^ ihe BuUion Question^ o\xtfMari- 
time Rights^ and suph hum-drum subjects, 
without aemoment's thought ;• but^ de> 
criptiou of A Public Breakfast is not 
every body’s work ! ^Tlwe are a liundred 
hackniesy who, at low prices, jvill scrawl 
such heavy articles; but hpw few writers, 
are capable of fiiigeilng the feather of 
fashion ! \ have taken up the light j>laTne, 
mA have aimed ^in this specimen to pro¬ 
duce a chef d’<rwvre.~Tell^ me now, can** 
didly, Gentlemen, as*far as you have 
beard, do you Ihinft it v^ill.do? 

Lyltleton. Exctdlent^excelleftt!, 
Lancaster. Ob, ‘really, admirable I 
Mason. You encourage me to proceeds 
You are aware in how very pampered-a 
state the pt^blic appetite foy^ihis species ^ 
of writing is.—Plain^fa^ts would no more 
go down now, than plain fiudding.—-The 
surfeited town, Sir, requires confectionary 
literature, as ttrjtieh as confectionary food. 
Wel!| then, after that sort' tif solemn^ 
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herolcf movement for all opening, I just 

i^tate the dull facts in as few words as 
* « * . ‘ 
possible, a« d then break off at once into 

a sort of allegro trot, or quick march 

of !^rllal)les, thus: (reading )— 

** Pleasfire floating on every breeze, 

brought joyinto every face e’en inani- 

mate bathing-madhines were moved mer* 

rily backwards and forwards; while 

dippers and guides, full of glee and good 

fittlnour, wished the Duke at Flimflam* 

“ ton for ever. Dohkies, ponies, and chaises, 

were }n such requisition, that nursery- 

“ maidi ahd foot tfoys, were seen giggling 

** and grinning, scanfpering and scram- 

^ bling, and playfully wrestling, to obtain 

for their young lords and ladies the 

triumph<fr, possessing, on this gala day," 

the ass most inrfaYoiir and fashion. 

Invalids abated the general inspira- 

and smiled; even loungers fbr- 

^got for an hour the hprrors of ennui; 

and tWdikcountenance of ei^ry inha- 



THE MApIC OF* W£ALTH« 


213 


bitant aud visitor of this del^htfbl 
aquatic fttreat evinced that, at least, tile 
” moments then fleeting were {hjse of 
unalloyed joy/’ 

After this, I gradually fall into* the fa¬ 
miliar, or chit-chat style, which is neces¬ 
sary for the introduction of characteristic^ 
anecdotes of the company, a description * 
of dressed, and other common-place mat¬ 
ter, concluding with a list of names* 

Lyttleton. Sir, 1 beg you will acoe^* 
my best thanks for tbia®fav6ur, • 

Mason. Oh, Sir,*I an^ the party obliged. 
In the honour qL the littentioi> of such a 


personage as the*Lord of the Manor of 
Moreton, 1 incur an obligation impossible 
to be redeemed. I would rather shrink 
into nonentity, than incuajthe risk of 
being deemed too o^t^usive upon ^^yow 
attention, Sir; but /feel assort of restless 
impulse, to avail myself of this (^por* 
tunity which ^ Fortune has given, 
of • soliciting the honoli^r of jour 
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commands in tny way* Your weakb, 
Sjir, I am given to undei^tand, is' 
superior eyeh Mr. Flimflam’s; and 
thougl^ Uncle Yalei has almost extorted 
a, prjpmhse of iny services in the Flim¬ 
flam interest, I myselt feel every inclina*^ 
flon to prefer that of Lyttleton. 

Lyltleton. I thank you, Sir; but I do 
not comprehend the nature of the services 
you are so good as to tender. 

Lancaster, In orckr^ to appreciate their 
worth, it is neoescary to inform you, Sir, 
that my friend Mason h a Barrister, who 
pr^tices, ROt in tfce Court of Chancery, 
King's Bench, or Common Pleas; but Tn> 
one^ the increa|ing prerogatives and power 
of which ‘you will learn with surprise, if* 
you remaii\ hut a sboyt time longer in: 
Kngbnd. Mason^ is an Advocate, Sir, at ^ 
the Bar of Court of Publ»ic Opi- 
ifjQN.’ And when you recollect, that 
this Cour^. is perpetually open, for ^cial 
pmpomi JLiondon tinere .am 
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regular and fixed hours for pleadings and 
hearings, ^ery morning and evening, all 
the year r^amd; and once a day ev^i on 
Sundays ; besides Courts of less extensive 
jurisdiction, held v^x*#*Vly, at least, fn eitery 
county of the empire when con¬ 
sider that before this IViburial every indi- , 
vidua!, from the highest to the lowest 
rank is liable to be cited, and is privileged 
to appealwhen you find that not only 
matters of public wcHare, and of geherab- 
coneern, but alfairs of*local interest, of 
private life, and inflividijal^ character, are 
made the subjects of VliscussidU at this 
bar, you *will not *deeni it a questioh oti 
indifference whether you have an able Ad¬ 
vocate, or none at all, in the TCourt ojf 
Public opinion. Qn the qcmlrary, Sir, 
the fact is •that men of Veal tb, like Pfim- 
flam, are constantly huntir^ for geniuses 
iathe line of Mason’s profession, offering 
such splendid retaining fees, as ^il! Vooh' 
convert the old benches at IIFestrhiri^f 
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into dullard's dormitoryfor, since the 
magic of wealth has open^ such a 
new l^and, strange ascent to jpower and 
greatness, through ^this Court of Pub- 
^ Uc Ppihion, popularity necessarily super¬ 
sedes justice; and \he eiibrts of elo- 
, (|uence, and the dexterity of special plead¬ 
ing, find far more* lucrative employment 
in the columns of a newspaper, than in 
the courts of law 1 

Lyttleton, I was* i||»{ altogether igno- 
rant of the insreased and increasing 
powers of this (JUoart^ which you have so 
well described ; bidt, until this introduce 
1 never had an opportunity of con¬ 
versing with i^y of its practitioners. To 
Mr. Ma^on I repeat my thanks, for the 
overtures he has made of his services. 
At present, it is, very far front my inten¬ 
tion to make •any appeal td the Court in 
which he practices; and if ever it should 
be my misfortune to be cited there inysdf, 
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it Will then be time enough to 
whether f shall be, more likely tp ^obtain 
justice hyk, defending my owi* cauee, or 
by resorting to the hired eloquence of a 
professional pleacien Iji this latter^case, • 
might not I employ our frigid Lancas¬ 
ter? {smiling.) He has * talents,—don*fc 
you think, Mr. Masoh, he would excel in 
the profession? 

Mason, Never—He can only write on, 

one side of a quej|d<5n) and that, he must 

•* 

be convinced, is the one. I Sppeal to 
himself, if, upon an oc^^on when I Was 
retained to answer sonfc pleaditfgs of long- 
winded Vetus, aitd only wanted £ 
Greek and Latin quOtatifns to se^ 6fr 
against those, which give suclJ a eoli^e 
air to my antagonist, (whQ,»by the bye,, 
is realljf too kamed a broths 0r 

most of us,) 1 ask him, whether he did 
refuse to give me a single 8cra]> of Gredc ^ 
or Latin, though he has all these maltei^ 
at his fingers’ ends, for no d^her reason, 

VOt. II, L • 
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than that he had not studied subject 
in cont/Qjrersy and, therefore, he would 
not a^t the pubiica^on of an Article, that 
possibly might' be prejudicial to the cause 

of truth. V 

• 1 

V Lyttletdn^ (with emphasis.) Did he— 
* Din he act thiis ? 

( 

Afojcw. Oh, worse than that—sjllierthings 
by far 1 I may say it now, I hope, without 
• eflending him, that ^'-n I perceived the 
ready b^in to slackd^^ith him—and had 
reason to be convinced that a few guineas 
would be^ welcohje strangers—I offered 
him, by authority*of a certain editor and 
"*froprietor^ at the tip-top of a certainin- 

blanche for his literary ser¬ 
vices, by which he might *have made a 
fortune, and gained a {K)st at cpurt. For, 
Sir,—besides beiiig ci match foi^he best 
prose writers *^of the day,—Lancaster has 
-a latent fire of poetry, that^ once lighted 
up, would have totally eclipsed the m^agrim^ 
monodies of Fashionable Methodisch, 
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well as the demipagan^ derri^^chrh^^^ 
rhapsdflies of sack-inspired poets hy profes¬ 
sion. ^But,— (risum deneatisj^ proud 
friend—with 'pericranium full, and pockets 
empty, spurne9 all the ofFered c^portunities 
of replenishing" the flatter from the pro¬ 
duce of the former; consoling himselT 
with the meagre satisfaction, that it nm'er 
should be said of hin), “ he hired out his 
mind to the best bidder, or'prostituted 
“ the few talers he possessed for ^j*did 
gam. 

Lyttleton* A^d breathes there one such 
spirit still among t^y sons, gh* England \ 

' JWisofi, Oh^ ye^, one certainly —Ecce 
Jvomo ^—Such a spirit is absolutely the"^- 
cupant of that cage or skin and bones— 
(^Pointing to Lancaster ) ^ Now it h^s al- 
ways speared to mfej that flesh apdT* blood 
are Indispensable^appeiyiages to skin, bone, 
and spirit; that th^ are not to ^be sus¬ 
tained without good cheer—and that gdbd 
«cheer is not to be had without iha 
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WiiiAteve) miracjes Mr. Lancaster may 
achieve ii\.this respect, 1, must own I have 
never been able to'disc^ver any niftgib, but 
money, that could conjure^a beef steak on 
ipy table. And yet I n^ust suppose that 
. he has found,,, or still expects to find, some 
substitute for money, or for beef; else he 
would never have refused the offers I have 

t 

alluded to 5 nor have spurned the Liver¬ 
pool purse of five hnrxlred guineas. 

*Ijyttleton. LivprpooM^rse!—Explain, 
Sir.— * 

Mason, Qnce, Sir, at a celebrated club 
of Wits,, called thb Eccentrics it 
the lot of Lancastei, as a test of 


his qualificationi||t« make an extempore 
oration in Defence of the Slave* Trade.— 


TiTie manner in Svhich^he acquitted himself 
absolut^y electrified* tlje audience.—The 
perfect originality^of his arguments—tiie 


s^btilty of his conclusions—the brilliancy 
of his fancy, and the correctness of bis 

displayed him al 
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by far the most able sophist of the qjub; 
and such was the impression pr^dpced on 
the mind of a Liverpool merch«t, who 
happened to be present, that he seriously 
offered the orator, on behalf of Com* 
mittee, of which he was thg organ, five 
hundred guineas, if he would write a small 

tract m the same siJirit, or llirow the su6- 

*/• * ^ 
stance of hk speech into a pa.r plilet,—At 

that very lira^ Lancaster was in debt, 

and in want;—Wony you believe it, 

Lancaster spurneef Chh. overture with dis* 

dain! 

Lyttleton. Is thisW trutlf?-^peak to 
me, Lancasterconvince me thatJL^ 
not dream. 

Lancaster, It is true, Sir, that such an 
ofier actually followed the; wild rhapsody jof 
the moment on boyish occst^on, to 
which Mason has alluded.—But, however 
marvellous it be that such a propositi^ 
should have been seriously oflered, sur^ 
it is not matter of surprize, that the insult 
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was .repelled ,with the indignatiop that it 
merited^ rl trust there ic not tabe founcf 
(out of ttie ptfie of the ipfernal cre*Jv them- 
s^ves) a ^ tongue or pei\ that could be 
sCimulaied by wealth’s tnp|t potent magic, 
to plead in favour, or defence, or palliation 
of that hell-deserving criminal, who buys 
or sells a brother-man ! 

f 

Mosot^ a very good speech, Lancaster, 
bu^what will you get by itcf“ 

'Lyttleton. {wifh u animated joy 

towards iMKcasier^ E^ery thing ! 

w 

.That's* better pay than he ever 
expected,! arii sure, ^hy, Sir, you l^t the 
Liverpool merchant hollow^—Well, Lancas¬ 
ter, I wish you joy, withal! my heart. I must 
be off-—for I must send to Loiidon, by to 
mghfs post, art’ account of the opening of 
the Flj!!nflantton theittr^, which takes place 
•to-morrow^ The little manager, DashaU, 
^mes down handsomely, and I ought not 
to disappoint him,— . 

Zyttktm* Mr. Mason,—Mr. Mason,--^ 
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you are culpable—I am not blameless^— 
'!^oo mucfa bare-faced venality hfs, v^th 
too much complaisance, been., already 
listened to,— Sir, your most obedi^t. 

Here L)'ttletoa bowed, with aji air that 
repulsed the wishpf the humbled Mason^ 
to reply :—he, therefore, with good policy, 

took the hint, and left Lancaster and his 

• • 

patron to conclude their walk alone. 



S II. 


' Silent, with fblded arms, and medita¬ 
tive brow, Lyttletoa walked^ slowly, on. 
Several* minuter p^sed away,* during 
which the only sound that ft-ll opofTTh® 
listening eiar of Lancaste^ was the mono- 
"^onous dashing of the waves upon the 
pebbly shore they trod. Homing andrfear-^ 
ing, he watched the visage of him, upon 
whose lips his destiny appeared to heveij 
anxiously endeavouriiig to exploit 
workings of his mind. 
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The ylayful air of relaxation, t^t sat 
upoti his countenance for the 'few mo¬ 
ments ‘dflrin^ which he had triced with 
the venal Mason, was now gone; and his 
stern and ‘knitted brow denoted more than 
mere tliought—it indiciced anger. 

Suddenly Ihe stood still, and gradually 
raising his fine expressive eyes from the 
'base to the summit of the white and 
craggy cRfFs, that towered before them, he 
exclaimed,— 

Land, of my •»Favhers! — Country 
of my Heart!—CraiJle ot Liberty !—Ark 
of Truth!—nOh, Ehgland! forgive me, 
t hat e ven for an instant I 'have played the 

traitor!” 

_ * 

Then turning to Lancaster,* he conti¬ 
nued— . 

• ( 

* *“ I gm angry witp myself, perh'aps be¬ 
yond the nieai^reiOf my fault; but when I 
reflect, how mych of all the glory and the 
gbod]|Svhich she possesses, England owes to 
the incorruptible advocates and agents of 
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her F^e Press, L stand ^self-condemned 
for treasod, in holding even playful parley 
with that ^literary pander to jhe 'gown’s 
corrupted taste! Every friend of liberty 
and truth, every IcJver of bis country, piust, 
on reflection, feelf and ought to show, 
contempt and indignation towards tRq 
whole pernicious tribe of which he is a* 
specimen* a race of shameless hirelings, 
who, profaning the office of Britisli Jour¬ 
nalists, 

" With infamous venplity grown bold, 

** Write on their bosoms —id be let or soldi 
** Stamp Truth’s bright nafee upon a fie joflt made^ 
To turn a penny in the way of trade!”* 

To this most execrable tftid^ England 
must quickly turn her jealous vigilance, or 
her sons ^ill be invblved insensfbly in intel-* 
lectual darkness, thopsufe precursor of the 
fall of Freedom.—No Minister, however 
desperate, would have dared to hurl the 


* Cowper, 
L 3 
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blQW orviolenofj, against th^t^e^-stone of 
the glorious arch of Civil and^ Religious 
^ Freedooi,—^he Just ^Aberty of ^*he Press. 
But the venal spirit of the times has bred 
•and festered a nest of traitors to truth, to 
reason, and their country, whose iniquitous 

^ • • • S ' ' * 

occupation it is,^ to per^fert that noble engine 
of the mind to purp6ses of corrupt folly, 

ft 

fraud, and malice--—and who^thus rendjjr 
nugatory, by corruption, ,that influence of 
'dlity, which force could not subdue. For 
so long as WealtK ‘shelters, from general 
execration, and oinversal scorn, the corrupt 
agents 'f'ofthe pr^s, where can bigotry 
more facility dissem'inate its delusions, 
or despotisiif more leisurely prepare its 
chains, than among a generous and confid- 
. ing people^ Whose^ credulity actually sup- 
portf in a^'aence* tl^e wretches* who cal-^ 
lously conspire to betray them ? 

** But'enough of the dark side of our 
theme 1—Let me refresh my spirits with 
Vecollections of that noble disdain of bri- 
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beiy, which .yoq> even when pinched •by 
want, disipltyed — let mtf remember •the 
scruples df a just mind^in refusing your^ 
assistance to Masdn’s Anti-^etus*;—and 
above all, let me fefiect with joy tupon the 
virtuous indignatioa with which yoifspurn- 
ed the overtures of the vilfe traffick^s 
in human creatures. ^ * 

“ Thosq^thoughts recall my mind to the 
object which I had in view, when I re¬ 
quested your. ccTmp^ny in this morniR^’s 
stroll—I see—ycmr heart’s whole 
character. — Yoi> would reject a gift, 
however splendid, wh'icli entailed your 
dependfence on tlje donor ; or yoiir mind’s 
slavery to any prescribed system. 

^‘Yfetjletmeplainlyaskyou, Iiowyoumean 
to live ? Blush not at the recollection of your 
poverty •-Blush not a^ the*conviction, that 
your poverty is prdblaimed by your con¬ 
signment to that abode of paupers, from 
which it is my glory, and my Joy, that I 
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have redgemed you. T perceive your feelings 
are "excited ; rather let ^our understanding 
*be arousSd you .have been too^long the 
creature of impulse ; escape at once from 
the snare's of a sensibiliH too morbid to be 
followed as a guide^ anA select for yourself 
so^nepath of life in which you may hence- 

n < f 

forth walk erect, and, with a manly step, 
pursue some object worthy of^iir talents 
and yoiir energies ! There is one sub- 
which I will not aflfect^ to pass over 
without notice.'— »T ^am not blind to the 
attachment which Whitt's grand-daughter 
cherishes for you^'i-but I am convinced 

< c 

that, even were you ten» times more of a 
lover than you are, you would never suffer 
a selfish passion so far to degrade yot$;as to 
forget bow great a disparagement there 
between Mis/Clarendonandyou:— 
, she the heiress ^o fifty thousand pounds, 
and you—” 

Lancaster» {interrupting him,) Spare 
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me, Sir,—Spare me. You have tpuche3 a 
painful chord, indeed. 

Lyttleton. The pain i^ over—it was 
necessary to premise,thus much. Now let me 
ask another question : could you pie^antly^ 
spend a year or two in the society, I will 
speak plain, the service of such a man tt&\ 
am ? If so, I will engage, that you shaH 
acquire tfer^ld the pecuniary profits which 
) 90 u could reap from any other occupation 
of your time and talents. 

Lancaster, Are you-serfous, Sir ? 

Lytileton, Most seripus.—I have urgent 
occasion for a cori^^dential vsecretary — 
You afe precisely suited to my wants—;-A 
year or two, perhaps, spent in habits of 
friend|[y intercourse with a Aian, whose 
life has been a §eries of xopiances, may 
not be lAipleasantly pa§sed; and I shall be 
both gratified and obliged, if, in return for, 
your company and services, you will accept 
the independence of a gentleman for the 
remainder of your life. 
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Lyttlaton then, in a manner peculiarly 
his oUrn, continued the converlation on 
the affairs pf Lancaster—and dexte¬ 

rously did he exert his skill in mental anato¬ 
my, tlj^it,** in the course of that morning's 
walk, the whole heart ofthe young visionary 
laid bare to the view of the delighted 
Lyttleton. His philanthropic spirit re- 
' joiced in the unexpected discovipry of such 
a suitab*ie object of his patronage; and 
ha*mwardly resolved, that all 'ihe aid which 
wealth could give to genius and integrity 
should, without ligiits, *be afforded to this 
new idol of'his bope^ 1 


SCENE III. 

As they tsere returning to 
they were metjpy the Eaj-l of St. Orville.— 
At tthe sight oOhis young nbbleroan,^ 
^liancaster started, tr&)bled,*and turned, 
pal^. * He attempted to avoid the Ear4 but 
lyttleton observed it, and said— 

I understand, my Lord, that there 
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some misunderstanding—some jmystery, 
between your Lordship and this young 
gentleman ; whom I must introduce', in his 
new character of Secretary. 

St, Orville, Tliere was, Sir—but this 
letter, which I have just received, dis¬ 
solves the mystery, much to the honouf of 
Mr. Secretary Lancaster, whom lam proud 
to take by^jthe hand.—I told yon, if you ' 
remember, that Mr. Lancaster afid I had 
met once af the house of a common* 


quaintance. That person was th& titled and 
celebrated chore amie^ qf a no less celebrat¬ 


ed money lender, wlk>se mansion is noto¬ 
riously open to gamesters of all #anks.— 
, A had bfen digested to entrap your 
hud^Ce servant, then little mol'e than nine¬ 


teen years old, into a marriagg with a demi^' 
rep of *fa^on, for *jvhich the ii^amous “ 
contrivers*ere to receive four thousan4 


pounds. I escaped the matrimonial snare ; 
but was fleeced of my money at their caffl 
4Bb!es; and further robbed by rueans of 
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pretend^ bonds, and other securities, in 
which the master of this^ notorious ren¬ 
dezvous of sharpers was a general dealer. 
At this house 1 once saw this gentle¬ 
man : aiid his name wa‘S Imolicated in a 
transaction by which F’ was defrauded of 
twh thousand pounds. When called upon 
by me for explanation, he thought fit 
only to give evasive answers, and general 


pleas of innocence, though the circum¬ 
stances were clearly capable of explanation. 


1 considered him guilty, but having aban¬ 
doned the set, to ^l'jich‘ I considered him 

i * 


to belong, 1 «troublecF myself no further— 
nor, in all probability, would the remem¬ 


brance of his person ever have r^rred 
to me, had I not encountered, 


astonishment,, ei^m your, Lancaster, the 
Lancaster of those .days of nav dangerous 
.indiscretions! r * * 


Lyttleton. He has related the whole 
affair to me, and 1 am convinced of his 
innocence : he was never but that once in 
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the house, to which he wa^decoyeflby gn 
, artful tool of th#proprietor. 

St, Orv'Ue. Lancaster, you •may# now 
do more than assert your innocence—you 
may prove it. The wretch. Falconer^ no" 
more. He died a miserable (Jeath, and, 
stung by remorse, made an ample con-« 
fession of those forgd*ies which incurred 
mf suspicion of your guilt. I am now 
aware of the motiyes which prevented your 
explanation : tfiey are "honourable to yout 
feelings of huma^jity* which made you 
subnftit to the unmerited suspicion of 
being co-agent in a %ud, rafhea than 
exculpate yourself by those proofs, Wlvch 
must Jfee surrendered Falconer to the 
execuMler. * 

Lancaster, How can I siffiiciently ac¬ 
knowledge my^bligation? to your lordship's 
present candour, and your forinergenerosity- 
The sufferings I have endured, from your 
suspicions of my guilt, have been, indeed, 
seyd-e—^yet'they are but mild punishments 
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fox a Career of giddy thoughtlessness and 
extravagance, which, first#eadingme to dis¬ 
regard all estimate gf expense^.made me 
inevitably an instrument of injury to my 
credffi^/s ; then hurried me from precipice 
to precipice of dangerous errors, until I 

V f 

•was consigned,,by self-inflicted poverty, to a 
workhouse pallet. *’ 

Lyttleton, Enough of self-condemna-• 
tipn. We must all reflect that, ‘ The 
^eb of our lives is* of a ^mingled yarn: 
good and evil : ^o*uf ^ virtues would be. 
proud, if they * were not checked our ■ 
vices; •and our vief s would despair if they 
were not cherished by our virtues/—Thus 
says Shakespear, who of all writ^, next 
to the inspired authors of Holj^ Writ, 
speaks clo&e^t to ^ the •heart of man. It 
beedhies you never to forget the errors of 
your youth; but I shall remember only 
your incorruptible integrity of priticiple, 
that has left bare those errors, rather thar^ 
cover them with the mantle of we^dth,. 
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which prefgrred the exposiare of *thos« 
errors,* which was Offered to you by .the 
bands of corr uption ! ' 

They had now ^reached the ggte of 
Lyttleton’s cottage, and the terminatialf of 
their walk concluded the conversation. 
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CHAPTER VL 



SCENE I. 

I 

t 

It was the universal echo at Flimflam ton, 

i 

that this was to be ft prodigious grand 
‘night at the 

“ Libra ry.” 

This.structure was the chef d!oeuvre 
Mr. Adhere, and ^the sums which he had 
plciJined away upon it, amounted to a total 

that startled even Flimflam himself* 

« 

A celebrated Beauty of Fashion, whose 
influence anting the hunt ton wp supreme, 
hat^-so far honoured Jthe ledger of Flimflam, 
as to cause her Most Noble name to be 
emblazoned on the debtor side ; but always 
kept the opposite per contra page, a pure 
unsullied blank. 
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Old-fashioned book-keeper^f; would have 
been guzzled to balance such sort pf, ac¬ 
counts; but modern adepts* in the science 
of book keeing, are aware, that on some 
occasions, the value received forty m^ies 
paid or lent, is necessarily invisible; is not* 
expressed, but understood. ^ 

Thus, in return for niany pecuniary ad¬ 
vances to the Maichioness of Minchinton, 
Flimflam had received as many important 
hints. These hints could ncjt certainly be* 
posted in his ledger^ye! fias he often de¬ 
clared, that they much rtK)fe4han balanced 
all the pounds, shillings, 4nd pence, which 
stood beneath her name. « 

Whenpne of Flimflam’s frieuds^suggest- 
ed to him, wiih*a sort of eclectic spirit^ that 
Libiaries were now becoqie sol:cwnmon, it 
would be. better to h^t Upon some ndVel 
substitute—he consulted his Oracle of High 
Fashion and Taste, who exclaimed : 

*^The fool, the fool, what is a Watering- 
P^ceVithout a Library ? it would be like a 
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chur^ih without a pulpit, or more apropos^ 
—a bell without a clapper ! Left me just hint 
to j^ou mjr notion of the matter/' cohtinued 
the Marchioness, (whose altitude and 
circudi fere nee inspirell all the awe which 
naturally arises frorti ^ contemplation of 
the great) the evil of the existing things 
of this kind, lie? in their petti mess—let 
me just hint to you, that onr sole objection 
to the pigmy booths, called libraries, at 
'other places, is, the Khvaj^sk area of 
the iAi7igs,—Opl^ .conceive the horrifying 
barbarism o^f^the ^thing, to find our¬ 
selves pressed iijto a corner, by a wedge 
of sumraerising slopsellers • from the 
Slinories on one 'side ; and a screw of 
quizzing puppies, from Pucjdle-docfc, on the 
other. Not that the canailk should be 
sljut out—Ohy no—no—no—qpiie ali 
contrarie —Ijt thedi in by all means; they 
are the spectators, without whose admira- 
lion, w^e show-folks should act a poor spirit¬ 
less part# But let me rejkat the^i^m^ to 
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you, that to make the library at jt water- 
ing-|)lace, •at all adapted to t\i^ purposes of 
Btaring-rpom forfaj^ionables, it musl have 
CAPACIOUSNESS—take that hmt —let there 


be ample*stage rofcm, and you willj^ave a 
succession of actcfrs from the great world, 
who will feel as much gratification in wcdk^ 
mg in, ivalking round, and walMng oui^ 
as the hufnble^sons and daughters of John 


Bull themselves experience in gaziifg at us, 
and guessing %t our titles !” ♦ *, 

Flimilam took the^ diint: Adhere soon 

•I 

realized it; and thusaspapiousand magni¬ 
ficent pavilion of ple^i^ure, reared its proud 
cfipola, fike a second Banelagh, on the spot 
where had formerly stood the tliatched 
parsonage house of the villagtf of Thistle- 
ton. 


w ^ 

Such Vas the orfgin of the juperb 
Library at Flimflanfton ;-rbut when it was 
finished—Where was the suitable Llbra- 

« Numerous and daring as were the* specu- 
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lators ajid adventyrers of the day, not one, 
of all the sanguine race, appeared to have 

^ t, w ( ^ ^ 

sufficient spirit to ed'.bark in Sfjich a pata- 
gonian undertaking. 

A^eftisement follov^ed advertisement, 
with proposals of the hiost alluring kind ; 

all the ^ purchase-money might remain 
‘in mortgage ; and any further sum, to any 
amount, wanted to carry on the'^undertak- 
ing, would be lent the Proprietor, at 
common interest, without fuVther security.” 

In varn—the^ bait was juinsuccessful; the 
season was fastM^ancing. The Pavilion 
Library, built on theplan of tHfe Pantheon; 
decorated with the xrtest tastelul oma« 
ments; furnished magnificeVitly; and 
stocked with every work of Literature, 
that could bethought, w?as §tiU^a mere dead 
picture—and FJim^ain was in. dt&pair ! 

At length, r^soIveS that, at all events, 
the Gbako Pavilioin Library ..should 

3<F 

open with cotatneocement of the 
season, he determined to take themk''of 

— j - I- ^ 
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the coHceri^ upon himself; and his anxiety 
^was liow turned to the discovery of a^euit- 
able conductor or conductors.* Iif this 
task he had sol^iled the assistance of 
such of his fashioi^ble acquaintance, as 
were fnpsl likely to give hhn proper hints.— 
At the head of these was Charles Meredith U * 
good-natured feilow, wfio was upon feiniliar 
terms with all the fashionable world ; and 
who contrived to eup]pN>rt the character p£ 
a man of fashioR^itbout aqy fortuno, and 
to obtai^ the reputation of a man of taste, 
with no better, pretensions than* a bold 
assurance^ and pertfiipp&ncy of opiirion.—^ 
I'his gentleman had^ like the Marchioness, 
beep /ntroduced to Plimflam; ^d, like 
the Marchionfess, had got into his books ; 
to him, therefore, Himf|am nJeationed his 
dilemma concerning ^Librariati. 

“ Mj dear boy,” said Mei^dith, slapping 
his friend the Banker heattily bn the 
shoulder, you must have wa JLibrarians, 
and< have, at this moment^ got the very 

VOL. 11, u 
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tw6 in tny ey^, who, of all men in the 
woriff, ate the adapted to the sftua- 
. tion :—Harry PufF and Bub Raffle, were 
certainly^ designed by nature, and have 
been ^mirably qualified by education and 
ei^rience,* to conduct such an establish- ^ 
enent as the Flimflaijnton Library. 

Flimflam^ Indeed! Explain, Sir. 

Meredith. In the first place, I defy you 
to find a cleverer inv^ntoi^ then Puff. 

FUmfigtm. WhaJ ^ojou mean by inven¬ 
tor ? ^ 

Mereiith On, a 6ort of Romancer \ or, 
4f you must have*it—q,—a—did^ou ever 
heat* of a u/hite lie ? 

Flivf^am. Is that ingenious talenh ?^y 
recommendation ? 

MereditK. tertainly ~ Why,j. Sir, if a 
man, in the situation cof a Librarian, were 
to tell truth only once in the course of a 
day, it is ten thousand to one, but he 
would give unpardonable offlence. — For 
instance, suppose Lady M ary Haalewood 
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at his elbdv/’, whose tongue being per^t- 
ualfyemployedin sc^dalizingotber^^^e, 
she always has her ears ready to catch* 
the whispers wWch she suspects^re level¬ 
ed at herselfo—Mr. Thingiimme,* 
says her Ladyship, ‘ be so good as to tell me, 
what that person w^s muttering about I 
What did he say 

If the answer were to be given*trbly, it 
would be, ‘41e* sai^ that your Ladysl^ip 
looked all the wori|^jtljis morning, for the 
money and rest yoVi had lost last night.*— 
Now Puff would say,** rfe reiparked,' my 
La(}y, what a toss,FlirJflamton would have 
to deplore, when we have the misfortune 
W~)Sb depriv^ of your LadysWp/— 

Then again — A youn^ blood, j^from 
Throgmswion Street, ^bo has got Iwe ol 
old Daddy to spen4 a month and a few^ 
Sank, notes where he pleases, puts up liis 
horsesi and his head full of high 
trpndles himself into the Library*—and 
iihacking^ his whip on his bran new 
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Wellington overalls, turns over Ihe Sub- 
^cripW>n ^Booky^ jv'ith^kthe air of an 
OTmplislied lounger, and enquires^; * Well, 
Mister, ^ho has the Devil sent among 
you ? '^'Any bod}’ , Any Fashion ? 

Any High-flyers f Lec!s look at your book 

I j , 

•<-No, all cits^-^U "cockneys —your place 
wHl never do at this rate*—^The Neavspapers 
announced, that there was not a bole to 
pqke'onfe’s nose ins^anJ moreover, that 
the Ducliess of^—pf?—jivhat’s her name, 
was here.’ * 

Truth W 9 uld ray,*‘Hhat the season w$s 
very indifferent, ana that Duchess was 
thought of;” but Puff i^ould exclaim, 
‘ We are>ery fall, very full, indeed— 
crow^^d, Sir, — and we have shoals of 
jEashioriables‘fresh every <Jay.* Tb^,Duchess 
comes jUxIay or-to-^morrew, eerfeiini and 
then we be gay/ , 

V An At:^ort *<md of course 

p&ogr,<steepk. in dntiptoe, loOks cautiously 
round, bites his linger nail^ and then 
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whispers, ‘How do you do. Si b?’ ‘ WeW— 
eh,—praj^tnay I venture ask yon/Sir, 
are^there many ord^ that little \wk uf 
mine ? — Does it move ? — *!Do /ou heai; 
it spoken of? What do folks say ?’~ 
Wliat truth w^uU say in this casj^would 
drive the poor aervous scribbler aj^ay* 
from Flimflamton for eviir.—Not a 
sold, noft a single enquiry made^Poff says, 

‘ Oh, I ati) absolutely torn to pieces for y 9 ur 
work, Sir. - Ysv %re really cruql to the world, 
and onjuftt to your pwn fame. Why don’t 
you favour us riWre frequently, Sir, with 
your charming productions wish, Sir, 
you would turg jour Wehtii to poetfy—the 
picturesque beauties of Flimflamton/under 
pen~oh, what u thing you would 
make of it !’— 

Thu^you perceivqi ro/*d6fir boy, fwiPA, 
miothfr slap on t^^RoulckrJ I ha^fe made 
it appear, that a Librarian, whose difficuQ: 
businejss it to make every conceited^ 
^le, dissipated, nervous, and whiu^ical 
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victor satisfied with themselves, must 
necessarily be ^inventing or evading from 
inor«uag<to night that I know i6 be 

^Pufi’s ^raJid*yb/7e. ^ 

Flmjiam. So much for one qualifica¬ 
tion—hat next ? 

" < 

'^erediih^ Seconclly, my dear boy. Puff 
Ija^ very good teeth. 

Flimjlam. For biting ? 

Meredith, No, for tittering.—A genteel 
Librarian ne^er fails to tittfer ^whenever the 
lames speak to him, or he to the ladies. 

• ft, 

Flirr^am. Proceed, SU*. ^ 

MerediA, In 'the.third place. Puff is 
thoroughly lazy. 

Flhifiam. What’s the merit of la«:ines8? 

Meredith^ It emhl98 him to endure^h^ 
languor of doing nothing—If a Librarian 
were of ^'^JndgiStxTons tcyrn, he 
would-be perpetuafly *^harged with rude¬ 
ness, as every Body expects him to do 
foMingi butilistkssly to listen to their non- 

.i 

teuse^ and a{}pear delighted..—Seriously^ 
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dear boy, Harry‘Puff was ni^dc; for your 
Grand Wl^ry, ^ ^ ' 

Todr |!&an»niy ^rafid Cibrary 
was made for Harry Puff; who is he ? • 
Meredith. Hifriy Puff is a .sm^^young 
fellow, of gent^ehcotiuecUotlls, whose Ijead 
is an excellerit catalogue of books for li^ht 
reading, having beep apprentice to a nich^ 
naei4 bookseller in Bond Street; but 


it 

ii 


Whole itage-8tt3i3ck mind,« 


Nor fate could rule/nor his indentures hind. 


• • • 


He has since tried the life of a Strolling 
player,, and, having lat lengtjj ’discovered 
thst his talents^ in \hat line *are not 
quite fSo popular as Kean’s, he is no\i9 con- 
<^W>sed of his folly, and would, I am per¬ 
suaded make an excellent Librarian. 

Fliir^qm. Spmuch|pr PafP-now, then, 
as ta Raffle. 

Meredith. Raffle's . eduction began at 


seven years of age^in a Billiard-room 5 ani' 
has .been r^idarly followed up through^^afl 
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the courses W the Gamester s School and 

_ 

Colleges. Raffle has, by his^ prudence, 
realize<|i a few huiKlreui', and has absoliftely 
‘foresworn all further practice. — T^e 
^Honourable Mr. Lights , Frank .^Lowe, 
Herefordshire liashtpOi^ Lord Tomlins, the 
^fi'miral, and half-a-dozen others of that 
Set, with ycu %now^ who at their head, || 
would, I have no doubt, patronise Bob; and^^ 
they ,i^wld bring ov^r the Duchesses 
ths^^ Marchtoness of Mitfehintoh, Xady 
Fanny, Mrs. Ldvyer; and all Jtheir/ollowers, 
whose. .s|>irit and ^gaiety would give ^onl 
, and tor any undertaking.. . Bob s expe- 
rfence and talents point him out as the 
man of all men for, the docking belies, and 
the superbitendanife of Joo-t^feks, 
bagatelles, rapes, lotteries, and a snug 
Subscription ^ Bferc^w while Paff ogles^, 
titters,^ and talks'nohsehse to the sejnti- 
mmutl heroines of ,lhe hour. ^ ^ ■ 

The ekwjo^nce cC Me^ prevailed. 
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SCENJ II. 

Xiost season PuflfT and RaiHe lyere tho^ 
agents of Flimfliim ; ihh season the im- 
dertaking was at their own respojji^bilitjs^ 
and every attrjfctRMi th^t imagination cguld^ 
devise, was now held forth at the GAvjd 
Pavilion Library.—As all the world were 
undonbfedly at Flimflamton, so all Flim- 
flamton w(a*eat this instant in the Pavilion 
Library, or tvere g®ing to, br returning,, 
from that scene of»g&itty‘and sptendour. 

The principal Saloon was crowded most 
delightfully^ as one the firpt ofnatnents 
of the ^miisicaKWorld, was expected ^ disr 
play her talents ; arid it was generally 
TfhJerstood> that thedtain of the Marchio¬ 
ness of MinCHinton, and Mrs, Elimfiati),. 
who pittvonised the ii%htf would incjlude a 
royal Duke. 

Impressions as Tarious as the number of* 
beholders were created by the brilhanf 
scene ^ and dialogues of fvery 
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tion, froii> motlejf^ groups of every rank and 
qualitj^ were, at the same rehearsing 

on this Splendid stage"! \\ The pe^, whose 
6ffice it is to fill these light pages, can 
only ins^rfectly register short samples of 
the, conversation of, two * 01 * three groups, 
seldbted indiscriminately from the whole. 

I 

SCENE III. 




c- 


.The Crisp family and^Mj^j Mason. 


Crisp, {fulling Mason by the shirt of his 
coat.) Lord, Mr^ I^fason, how monstrous 
lucky thjit I'have gofhold of you at last— 
if we have not been squeezing and pushing 
to get at you so, jou can’t think,—^Polly, 
my dear, don't lose your brother. 

Mason, (elbowing auiay.) How d’ye 
do? Ifow d’ye <lb must exause me; 

cbut I am knowa to sd' many people here, 
that really my attentions are not at my 
\mn disposal. 

Crisp. O, Sir, your most obedient— 
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pray don’t m^e any apologies—I tlioug;ht 
you niigh^ like to know What I liiavejiist 
overheard that ol^^ntleman ^in ^ack, 
with the'flapped hat, and a blt*of sill^ 
tied round his* waist, like an apron, tell 
that little gentl^nsan with the pig-Mil. * 

Mason* (seizing Crises hand.) \^^at* 
was it? What did he ^say? My dei^r 
Crisp, you must not mistake me—I am 
always proud of every opportunity of 
taking you by'.lhe hand. ^ Mrs. Crisp, 
my dear lady, I hope I haye the pleasure to 
see you well, and Master, and Miss Crisp } 
—A’nt you delighud*w*ith the brilliancy, 
elegance, and ^ccoJhmodation," of this 
superb Library? You never saw siKh an 
w^sembly at Margate^^XiO sgcb-room as 
this, there or any where else—the chande¬ 
liers alqpe cost a \hoippiid. f)ofinds.—Well, 
Criqp,-^nd80—aq4 so—theBishopPsaid. 

Mrs* Qrisp* {standing tiptoe.) La!—il 
that a Bishop ? I thought Bishops h^^ 
big wigs and lawn sleeves. 
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Sffaion, Yes, my dear madams it is the 
BisHop of ■ - - ■■■ * ■' ■> ^ 

' ? Crisp* Ea^,'|Jift mcup—I vfsut 

lb looic at it—-shew it me. 

Mi^Orisp. I will see it—-let me ^ see a 

* 4.Vf\sp. /lH( 5 ld jour tongues—you fiitle 
tortnents. Its dways the way with Mrs. 
' Crisp—tiene can tieter go any where without 
these little plagues at our heels. 

J^eum, ^JITeU—bujt as you were say¬ 
ing, Crisp, or gaiTig Jbq say—the Bishop 
iiiid—^Whatdid he say, tny dear fellow ? 

Cri^^ Faith MaeoD^ Tve a good 
mind not to tell jop, (and its a ^famous 
hit of news) for 1 think you meant ta 
€Ut jT-r-aiiiu though you are a j>eg higlie^ 
in the world now, than you were when e 
were both ’prenticei^ and used 4^0 spout 
speeches out of jplays^ €it the Robin Hood 
*€lubi yet after all, an Apothecary and a 
house k^per, let me lell you, is not to be 
blown vpon by p paragraphs*. 
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Mason. You will have^yodrjcke;—but 
now, my*good fellow, what was it you aver- 
heard the Bishop'rCom^now^don^t be 
caustic, and you shall see a neat little articTe 
in a day or twof on the Rosa Tinctyra, th^t 
shall surpass cwety thing in the shapejof ^ 
puffi that I have ever done. 

Crisp. You are ^ persuasive fellow^ 
why, then, you must know, frorn what I 
heard drop betjveen them, seems, 
that there Ss going to Bi one oJ'*ihe 
grandest Reviews, •thal efer wa? known in 
this eountry. The wj; 2 oJe Court, and all 
the Ministry, and t^e Bench of^Bishops^ 
and Jill the Ckrgy, ahd the Pin 
Club^ are pledged to be upon th e grou nd, to 
•coShtenan^^ thia Grand Re\1e\v. There 
is to be a sham fight, no,doubt, as some 
thousands 6f a certaiU^cateh corps,think' 
it was the Eittnburg\ Regiment they 
mentioned#) ere to be knocked down ;— 
no expence is be to spared<-and it is to 8b 
done on a much grander sce^e than ev^r 
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was* tried before. They had some secret 
at thfeend of it, Vor they began to jabber 
somern)titlandish * 

• Mason, (^laughing.) Ha —Ha*—Ha— 
Good bye;Crisp; and tbanlsyoufor nothing. 
—-The Review they spofce ^f, is a Literary 
* Journal, tha^ is preparing to come out in 
opposition to tho'Edinburgh Review. That 
'little gentleman is to be the Editor^ and the 
Bishop is^one of its warmest patrons. As 


to ^We gibberish you speak of, 1 conceive 
that an apothecary and^a home'keeper auL^t 
to have understood it, for 1 dare say it was 
Latin, ds the p"ditdr«is constantly quoting 
Juvenal ; but I forgA, Juvenals is cot dog 


Xfl/m—good bye. {Movitig offC) 


Mrs: Q> I wonder you demean youti. 
self so before Dukes and Ixnds, and* 
Duchesses afid Ladio^, as* to spea^ tp such 
low fefiows as writes iia the papers I—See, 
yonder is Miss Perryman and her brother^ 
ffiod Deputy Moveall, that’s a party that will 
do pne credit to seem aojuainted witlu--r 
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SCENE iy,» 

Thi Marchioness ojS^finchintons^and^Mr* 

Stanly, 

Marchioness, There really are capabilities 
in these rooms foi*a masquerade. ^ 
Stanly, What but a masquerade is 4 he 
present crowd ? thfre ever a more 

motley (?rew assembled under one roof? 
Examine the visages of the whole 
congregation,* and «though * vizors • are 
not worn, you shall jdiERx)ver scarce one 

face in ten, that is the same which 

• • • 

the owner wears 'at hom^ ^ Poor 
things-*-what pakis they take to seem the 
characters they are not! * 

• Marchio'Jliess, Apropos of di 5 f 3 c!ers.— 
Have you seen the St. Orville group ? Pray 
point me out the magician, l^yttleton, if 
you see him, and •the old merchaift, and 
his grand-daughter.—O, my evil genius, 
here comes an epiteme—no, an 
pasdia of all vulgarity* 
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An €ii\trk>rdjiwy bustle and pressure 
announced ihe arrival of the greal patroness 
of FiigiSan^ton. • iCnl equipag^^ of ptodr- 
•gious splendour had conveyed her to the* 
,door-7^nd the crowd on* each side giving 
way, formed an alley, through which Mrs. 
fltmflam swam into the Library, in 
rnotion and appearance, like' the fresh 
painted figure at the head of a Ihip, at a 
hiunch.-^—She was a woman past the middte 
age*of life, (^orpulcritdn perSbn, coarse in 
her manners, viSilgarnn her speech, proud, 
and hard-heartetl,,boId> but grossly igno¬ 
rant. ^T^er^drCss w^s a ludicrous specimen' 
of exlravaganf profusion'and bad feste, in 
form, fabric, "and colours : and her head, 
neck,.arps* and wrists, were,,loaded,*but 
not ornamented', with diamonds*. 

Swimming on*, %lte perceived ^he Mar¬ 
chioness at B djstanc#; and when with A, 
vigour of arena and elbow®, thatdisconcert- 
td theweihdressed, and terrified thedeK- 
cate part of the assenttbly, she at length: 
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Arrived at her—she poured forth ^ speecli, 
intended fb be strikii^Iy genteel, in words 
adapted to the conv%rsa'2iones tl]<e laun¬ 
dry, with a voice and gesture which Moli 
F/aggon would H^ve envied, * ^ ^ 

Absolutely ©v^powered by shame, the 
Marchioness blushed through her rou^e, 
and was compelled tp leah for support oft 
the arm t)f Stanly, 

. To increase her mOrtKication, jdst at the 
same instantf Stanly pointed* out the'ap¬ 
proach of l^rttletoo) «wi!h Lancaster on 

/• 

one arm, and £mma P];^rendon on tho 
other.—The Countes^ St. Orville^ a con¬ 
trast in* all respects to Mrs. Flimflam, 
richly but elegantly attired, gracefully, 
^’itff a sweet enchaqjting srftile, moved 

forward, her beautiful arm encircling that 

• • 

of the venerable Whitt, The youn^ Earl, 
her brother, followed, leading the interest¬ 
ing Miss Oldw^ys, while Charles Gld- 
ways was directing his divided attention tcf 
the old Merchant, and the young Dowager. 
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The Maichioness solicited of her friend 
the Countess aA introduction to^yttleton^ 
with vvhto she qnle^d into conversation, 

. as well as with White and Lancaster, to 
the great chagrin of Mrs. Flimflam) who 
had n(?other methotf at |?and of venting 
hifr spleen/ than by an indirect attack on 
ih'e poverty of the Old ways. Addressing" 
herself to Stanly, in a key of voice which 
the object of her attack could not avoid 
hearing, shdsaid, Poor *M^ss Old ways ! 1 
suppose she s coprie^tq hear Thingummeeam, 
At the Opera she may be heard for five shil¬ 
lings ih .thqgallery-*-though my Box costs 
me seven hundred^poueds for the season; 
—bAt to people that are buried by circum¬ 
stances iti the countrsuch a treat as tlKS 
must be delicious. Shes most charm- 
’ iog in a private rocm—I had Ijer at oqr 
party' last night—we had a select hundred 
exactly. Pm sorry. Mr. Oldways is so 
i»odd—-for Pin sure I shonld have no objec¬ 
tion to. the young people being invited to 
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%ur parties, without being asfced again.— 
Indeed, waka;,k manj respectable ^rnilid's to 
visi? us, though we don't suk tbefh to 

give enterfainmentson the scale that we do^. 
In this world of wps and downs, the say- 
ing is, some gr^\v»richer and somepoorer ; 
but for my part, I’m sure I shali never sl^t 
my doors against a genteeh family, merdlyi 
because their fortune is the worse for 
wear,” • 

.Miss Old ways Vas^not insensible to tlys 
sneer ; but consoled^ hjei^seU' with the idea, 
that the quicker feelings of her loved 
parent were spared the mortjficatUm of 
hearing thCse and* many other coarse re¬ 
marks, the offspring of a bad and vblgar 
spirits; and she was more than cofl1]J?lisated 
for the momentary chagrin she felt, by the 
tender as^duities and delicate attentions oF 
St, Orville, which his indignation attach 
grossness impelled him to display more un¬ 
remittingly and more conspicuously, than* 
the respectful nature of his attachment to 
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Miss QJ/lwSiys would otherwise have per 
mitted. 


SCENE T. 

r. 

^nofher group consistedj:>f Mr, Ferripnan^ 
Deputy Moveallf and Mr, Haffie, 

r 

^Perryman, 'i* say^ Mr. Raffle, doa’t you 
think it wouM answer to have a hoy to rur 
to this‘place from Billingsgate, as it seems 
to "take so ? 

Raffle, My deajr Sir, you forget how long 
a voyage it woi;ld be, 

Petrymm* Well* so it might—but its 
half the plealSure of gomg to the&e sort e 
places.—If one comes by the way of get- 
ling^^aflgeof scene like, ajnd a litfle re¬ 
creation from the shop, only think what a 

r r ^ f 

complete change, k sea voyager is how 
vastly salubrious to^ the constitution— 
besides the fun of it, and all that. 

Raffle, Every one in their humour, Sir,/: 
1 think we have provided for almost am. 
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Mstes, ^r. Deputy Moveall, Tm glad 

Sir. rs» you*re- 
an’s odd frich ibr fifty ^ 
pounds, at the N^g*s head Club ?*Its some 
^years ago now,^ J suppose the •^fpora-* 
tion is as famous for good wbist-men 'as 
formerly. If any of the g^itlemen should 
visit Flimflam ton, I cab accommodate lift rn 
with everything requisite for a congfortable 
rubber, quite 

MovealL Why, rifjtell 3 |rou, my^friend ’ I 
am not so much in thaf way as formerly— 
I'vegrown fond of the ^oGnlry, anjJ I can 
^|ive cheqp at my sister's fcrm, a^cf so iiavegot 
off all committees but such as pay a. man 
§pmathing for his fime— you^m\d%\mand 
me, A SherfflF’s dinner,*or a Lord Mayor s 
day, or a particulah dejpate 3b Council,, 
sometimes keeps mg, ob else I amsprin¬ 
cipally at the farm. But fray, what is the* 
opinion of folks about this rich strange^ 
who has bought Moreton ? I begin to 


. 1 see you wear so v 
member the AlderiA 
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thiifk we hav^ come here cm a foors 
erratid 


f Rajfie. Its all a mystery; but yonder 
stands ofte, who is likely to know more 
aboutTiftn than any one at S'iimilamton. 


J^errymah, What, her Oh! bless you, 
ow him v6ry well—he is one of the 
most active Police officers we ha\ie—and a 


very gentlemanly well behaved man into 
the bargain. • We mef t occasionally at the 
Burton in my fieigbbpurhood. He has 
an excellent nose^ for scenting a hoax. He 
is here\ilf DukO goes; I have asked 
him about I^ttleton, and what you 
think^now is his opinion ? Why, that this 
LyttleFori IS come upon some grand plan* 
or other, about the restoration of the 
Bourbons, not front what he qyerhears, 

m • 

for he 8 no blab,^ but because some of the 
French Princes, and the Duke himself,' 
kave had private meetings with him at the 
Cottage,'where he conducts himself as 
stately and as grand as an Ambassador 
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and what’% a better joke rtiaii m}Hatc 
lodger, Lancaster, is^Wftijsn.ogrillad into a 
sort of Secretary, this grarid Bashaw—• 
a n't that good ? • 

MoveaiL I inclined to beneve me 
matter is pretty much as yoa say; b^t, 
liowever, a jaunt here and back d<yinp 
harm, Perryman, to either of us. ' 

Perryman, No fegs, won*t it.r-^At all 
events, I haw |fot jjaid Lanoaster^s dej^t, 
and a handsome cQii^li|nent ffom our 
’prentice that was, Miss Clarendon White, 
as it seems she is how to be fcaU^d, for 
a sort of hush mgney To sink the‘milliner, 

I suppose. Well, after all, the girl is better 
suiteRi for a carriage than^a cO¥mtcftT*and, 
since she has behaved so handsome to 
sister Arabella, arid'hea formerbompanions,* 
Burrowes, especiaU|[, I shall interfA*e no 
nv&re in the matter. 
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SCENE vr. 

' 'i 

Lyttleton and Lancaster. 

Lytclc^on, (tailing Lancaster aside.) A 
word with you. Do you observe at the 
otfer end of the room a tall figure in a 
, for(?ign uni for n I, r 

Lancaster. Yes—He with the musta- 
Chios ? 

Lyttleton. The same. He is looking for 
we, but 1 liave rdasCnS for avoiding him at 
present. There '^are eyes upon me here 
which I must keep blind to my connection 
with ,that foreigner. *Now mark my 
instre ^ions ; puJt this ring upon ^any 
finger of your left Hand—walk hear him, 
with that hand raised to, your chin, so that 
the r\t\’r may catch hIS observation;'' When 
you are satjafied he notices you, signijfv 
your knowlei^ by a respectful bow, and 
pass on in/silence—wherever you lead he 
will follow you—conduct him to some 
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place where, quite* unobserved, you tiAy 
ccAVerse ^itb him. ^dressi^imi* in 
Latiti ; and say tbat^yru^are comipissianed 
to deliver to him a^ ring:—^aSd to*receive, 
whatever commwication he has* to make 
to him, who w(ye«that ring. «*• ® 

Lancaster', What if he do. not recogirise 
the sign r 

Lyttlel^n^ Have I not said he will. 

, ^ Lancaster, Tfour pardon —I obej?. 

Lyttieton r^ofhed his part)^, and Lan*- 
r caster sauntered towards, the ^oreigner- 
The ring’ was displayed as directed, 
and recognised as L}\tfetQn bad fore- 
^o]d. 

After a short absence Lancrf^i^r re ap* 
pearftd, and delivered t^M^atsefn ail^ter, 
which he retired to*a recess to read. It 
was in cipher—bilt I^ttleton*was so per-* 
feet in the key, thjt he quickly un^vell- 
ed^the intelligence it con ij^|sd ; and re-'’ 
turning to Lancaster, with^^ountenancQ, 

VOL. II. N 
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fall of he ^^I^ancasU* 

ihe ime is cmfK. Notv. tf erjj is*«r 
rj\el Ibr monw)* .o cast oft the te*l of' 

4 

mystery, bouealli whidi, In^hertOj I have 
spoken and have noted A 'Iai 
MOWDjfu, )et a (ale cf truth, shall iJc 
diotf^ed to your p<'n, vvlmh, to the 
mirthV inumtcs of the Alanor House, 
will uiifold ho\v%losely the de^'^ry of their 
ancient family has been intervvov^ci* with 
that of hirnj who js now Called Lytileton. 
At pii-jcut he crcumsnect. The eyes of 
rmiUa Uiuendon (ollow you tvciy whcie ; 
—t my i.ijunction. T do i ot ex¬ 

act msensibih y to sim ii ehrii'nibv sacli con¬ 
st aftoy do not ask you not to love, 

"" or aot to* hope 1 only ask the trul cl 
delays' 

'rhe CouljlfcS^s St^nille and odiers now 
approachetl, and a g.'neral convertiation 

ensur'd, Library bc^aa to be 








